Did You Know...
In 2013 the City of Lake Worth will celebrate its centennial, the fourth municipality in the county to do so. The others that have already turned one hundred are West Palm
Beach (1894), Palm Beach (1911), and Delray Beach (1911). Lake Worth encompasses
approximately seven square miles with 35,000 residents. However, in 1880s when the
first two settlers, ex-slaves Samuel and Fannie James, arrived in the the area it was a
beautiful, desolate location, reachable only by boat. In 1889 they received permission
from the U.S. Postal Service to establish a post office called Jewel, sometimes spelled
Jewell. Appointed postmistress, Fannie ran the post office until 1903 when it closed.
Several years later, Samuel died and Fannie sold their property, which included most of
the present day downtown area, to Palm Beach Farms Company.
About 1911, Palm Beach Farms Company platted the area and the following year
there were approximately 7,000 residential lots with 55 miles of roads. The first major thoroughfare, Lake Avenue, was graded and rocked in 1912 and the following year,
the settlement incorporated not as Jewel, the original name, but as Lucerne; however, the name was
already taken. The residents changed the name to
Lake Worth, the body of water the city bordered
which was named in honor of Colonel Williams
Jenkins Worth, the U.S. military commander in
Florida who brought an end to the Second Seminole War in 1842.
The city’s first bridge to span the Intracoastal
Waterway opened in 1919, allowing residents access to the ocean beach. In 1922 the Lake Worth
Casino greeted its first guest and the Lake Worth
High School opened to students. The school is one
of the oldest high schools in the county. The casino was recently renovated and a new
structure is going up in its place. Just like the rest of Palm Beach County, the City of
Lake Worth experienced rapid growth during the 1920s Land Boom. The city was severely devastated by the deadly 1928 Hurricane that ravaged the county killing over
3,000 people, most of them in the Glades.
Over the decades, Lake Worth has undergone changes. The downtown area has been
re-developed, drawing more people to the city center. Visitors can enjoy clubs, galleries, restaurants, retail and antique stores, historic buildings, including an historic theater,
Bryant Park, where festivals are held throughout the year, and much more. Old neighborhoods have been designated as historic districts and there are at least a thousand historic
buildings that add to the charm of Lake Worth. The change has been good for the city
which has become a culturally and ethnically diverse municipality. City planners are
plotting new ideas for their next hundred years.
Upper left, a section from the Lake Worth
and Biscayne Bay Stage Line, 1893;
upper right, Monument to “The Black
Diamonds,” Samuel and Fannie James.
Monument is outside the Lake Worth Post
Office; lower left, the Gulf Stream Hotel
sits empty, waiting to be purchased; lower
right, the Lake Worth Casino under reconstruction, 2011. Images are courtesy
Richard A. Marconi.
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An advertisement for Lucerne by Bryant & Greenwood; close-up of the proposed town site of Lucerne; upper right, land sales by Bryant & Greenwood.
Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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