From the Archives

This summer we have been continuing our on-going
project of cataloguing the archival collections, but we
have also been using some of those collections for our
next temporary exhibit. Entitled “Paradise in Peril:
World War II in Palm Beach County,” it will show how
this area mobilized for war. Fortunately, many people
saved memorabilia from that period of time and
donated the material to the Historical Society over the
years. But in some areas, the archives were lacking.
For instance, we knew that Morrison Field, the
county’s airport, was leased to the government for an
Army Air Base, but we had very few images and not a
lot of detail about what occurred at the base. We were
able to remedy that problem.
Tony Marconi, our education curator and defacto
military expert, found a treasure trove of material
available at the Air Force Historical Research Agency
at Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery, Alabama.
Since Research Agency is two months behind in
fulfilling research requests, we decided that it was
imperative that we make a trip there. So, Tony flew up
and spent three days making copies and scanning
images from the now declassified files about Morrison
Field and Boca Raton Army Air Field. What he
brought back will serve as an invaluable resource for
many different projects, especially our next exhibit.
Camp Higgins, on the other hand, is a topic about
which we haven’t been quite as successful in finding
materials. From newspaper articles and a memoir in
our archives, we know that it was an Army base at the
Lake Worth Inlet on the Palm Beach side. There were
at least four 75mm cannons and light tanks at the
camp. The ladies of Palm Beach raised funds during
1942 for a recreation hall to be built that was finished
in time for Christmas even though the men were still
living in tents. From the Morrison Field materials we
just got from Maxwell Air Force Base, we know the
building was not being used in late 1943 and it was
moved to Morrison Field for use by the new outfit of
War Dogs at the base. We also know that men and
tanks participated in parades in November 1943 on
Worth Avenue and Clematis Street. There the trail goes
cold. Without a photograph or even a memento, it
won’t be possible to include this unknown story in the
exhibit.
Far too often those of us in the museum business
hear great stories that deserve to be shared, but without
photographs or artifacts to help illustrate the facts, they
remain anecdotes.
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