From the Collections

Steven Erdmann is Curator of Collections and
Exhibits. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
cultural anthropology and a Master of Arts in museum
studies.
Mr. Erdmann has worked with museum
collections, both in the private and non-profit sectors,
for over twenty years.

Since last fall's issue of The
Tustenegee, nearly a hundred
collections
have
been
accessioned into the Society's
permanent collections. The
presence of the Richard and Pat
Johnson Palm Beach County
Museum in the 1916 Historic
Courthouse continues to inspire
members of our community to step forward with
important contributions for interpreting the County's
history.
Historical Society docent Diana Patrick made a
significant donation of material related to her uncle,
John M. Carves. Many of the items in this collection
will be used in the Society's upcoming temporary
exhibit, "Paradise in Peril: World War II in Palm
Beach County." Carves was killed in action on
December 20, 1943.
Included in the Carves collection are letters sent
home to his parents from the Asiatic Pacific Theater
of operations. One letter was written by General
Douglas MacArthur to Manuel Carves. Photographs
included in the collection help paint a picture of John
Carves' life.
A wooden plaque was presented to his parents on
June 17, 1955, and hung at an entrance to Palm Beach
Air Force Base (Morrison Field Airfield) until its
closing in 1962 when it was converted into Palm
Beach International Airport. A shadow box contains
Carves' Purple Heart and Silver Star.
The collection contains Carves' United States
Army Air Corps pilot wing pins, 2nd Lieutenant bar
pins, Army Air Corps and United States insignia pins.
A "mother's pin" topped by a silver eagle and
embossed with "In Service My Son" was also
included.
John Carves' United States Army Air Corps full
officer's uniform includes his olive drab standard
visor cap with a leather visor with gold buttons on
each side of the cap. His olive drab officer's dress
coat with gold buttons, cinch belt, United States Army
Air Corps patch on the right shoulder and khaki dress
pants will be used in the Society's temporary exhibit
when it opens in early December.
The Society thanks all of our donors of collections
material for helping us to bring Palm Beach County's
rich history to life.
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