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Reprinted from “The Lake Worth Historian”

“From Jupiter [to Lake Worth] one 
could take his choice, either going out of 
Jupiter Inlet a distance of ten miles at sea, 
or through the saw grass route a distance 
of eight miles, rowing or poling, as it was 
impossible to sail through owing to the 
narrowness of the channel.”
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Ella Jane Geer Dimick (1852-1938) travelled from Illinois 
to Jacksonville and finally to Lake Worth in 1876 with 
her husband, Elisha N. Dimick, and the Geer family.  Ella 
contributed several articles for the Lake Worth Historian.  Her 
husband, Elisha, would become the first mayor of the Town of 
Palm Beach after it incorporated in 1911. 



hen I first came to Lake Worth in 1876 
there were but two methods of reaching 
here from Jacksonville.  One was by sea, 
the other to take a small steamer up the St. 
Johns River as far as Salt Lake, then by a 
wagon drawn by sturdy mules over eight 

miles of palmetto roots, and through deep sand, to Titusville.
Then by small sail boats to Jupiter which, with reverse winds and bad 
weather, often consumed two weeks. From Jupiter one could take his choice, 
either going out of Jupiter Inlet a distance of ten miles at sea, or through 
the saw grass route a distance of eight miles, rowing or poling, as it was 
impossible to sail through owing to the narrowness of the channel.  It was 
so very winding and indistinct that an experienced pilot was required.  This 
was a hard day’s work, getting through to the “Haulover,” where several 
men were needed to drag the boat across to Lake Worth, a distance of two 
hundred and fifty yards. Difficult as it was, our freight and supplies were 
often carried through this way.  Today the whole territory on the line of 
this route, even the channel itself, is being utilized for gardening purposes, 
having been thoroughly drained by the East Coast Canal Company.  At the 
time of our arrival, Titusville, one hundred and fifty miles distant, was our 
nearest trading point.  All supplies were purchased there, and brought to us 
free of charge by any neighbor whose business might have called him there.  
Each and every one would bring all his boat would carry. Such a thing as 
charging freight was unknown in those days.

Our nearest postoffice then was St. Lucie, sixty-five miles north on 
Indian River, where Senator Quay’s beautiful winter residence is now 
located.  We received our mail the same as our supplies, by chance, it being 
forwarded whenever an opportunity presented itself.  This was sometimes 
as often as every two weeks, but there were times when we did not get it 
for three months.  Our people became quite accustomed to the slow mail 
service, but those at the north were sometimes impatient waiting for the 
election returns, especially the Hayes election, when the final summing up 
was delayed two weeks waiting for Dade county to be heard from.  Then, 
after all, her thirty-six votes were thrown out and counted for naught.  There 
was an inlet, at this time, near the middle of the eastern shore, which was 
gradually closing.  The residents saw the necessity of opening a new and 
better one, so in June, 1877, nineteen determined men, comprising the 
entire male population of the lake section, located and opened the present 
inlet, through what was then a dense hummock.
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Editor’s note: The Lake Worth Historian was published 
in 1896 as A Souvenir Journal, by Ladies of Palm Beach, 
for the Benefit of the Royal Poinciana Chapel.

The original 1896 spelling and punctuation have been 
maintained for this reprint.

The inlet Ella Dimick is referring to pre-dated the current 
Lake Worth Inlet.



The next important improvement was to build a tram railway 
across the haulover, connecting Lake Worth with the above 
described saw grass route.

This was constructed in 1878, from material gathered entirely 
from drift lumber, found on the sea shore.This proved a great 
convenience in transporting boats from water to water.

The settlers, however, had too much public enterprise to be 
satisfied with this mode of communication, and were desirous of 
having direct communication with Jacksonville.  The first step in 
this direction was accomplished by the building of an eleven-ton 
schooner, known as the “Gazelle,” by two of the oldest settlers.  
This huge, ungainly craft was far from being seaworthy, but 
served the purpose for which she was built, and did it successfully 
for three years.  At this time larger and better schooners were 
brought in from the North and the “Gazelle” became a thing of 
the past.  While this schooner traffic was all that was required for 
freighting, the settlers were desirous of improving their facilities 
for transporting passengers, as at this time two small hotels were 
being erected.  One was located at Lake Worth and the other at 
Palm Beach.  In view of this improvement, Messrs. Brelsford 
and Dimick, in 1884, established a stage line from Jupiter, which 
was in operation for two years.  They were duly succeeded by 
Capt. U. D. Hendrickson, who controlled it another two years, 
or until the Jupiter & Lake Worth Railroad was built by the 
Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway Company, which was 
in 1888.  A line of steamers had at this time been established on 
the Indian River, connecting with the above mentioned railroad, 
the terminus being Juno, at the head of Lake Worth. Here the 
pioneer steamer “Lake Worth,” Capt. Hendrickson, met all trains 

Above: The Jupiter and Lake Worth Railway locomotive and car, courtesy Library of Congress. The modern 
colorization is courtesy Dr. Ginger Pedersen.  Below left: The steamer “Lake Worth,” late 19th century, courtesy 
Historical Society of Palm Beach County; center: Drawing of the canal cut at the head of Lake Worth by pioneer 
George Potter, courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County; below right: U.D. Hendrickson, 19th century, 
courtesy Jean Ann Thurber Bridgman Digital Collecction, Historical Society of Palm Beach County; At right: 
Map showing the transportation route by steamboat down the Indian River from Titusville to Jupiter, 19th 
century, courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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Editor’s note: The Jupiter & Lake Worth Railway 
was placed into operation in July 1889.



Above: The Jupiter and Lake Worth Railway locomotive and car, courtesy Library of Congress. The modern 
colorization is courtesy Dr. Ginger Pedersen.  Below left: The steamer “Lake Worth,” late 19th century, courtesy 
Historical Society of Palm Beach County; center: Drawing of the canal cut at the head of Lake Worth by pioneer 
George Potter, courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County; below right: U.D. Hendrickson, 19th century, 
courtesy Jean Ann Thurber Bridgman Digital Collecction, Historical Society of Palm Beach County; At right: 
Map showing the transportation route by steamboat down the Indian River from Titusville to Jupiter, 19th 
century, courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

and transported the passengers to all points on the lake.  This vast 
improvement in passenger transportation made it necessary to 
enlarge our hotel accommodations, and each winter found them 
full to overflowing. Real estate began to sell at prices that were 
then considered fabulous, but nothing like the prices which were 
paid a few years later.  No further improvement was made in the 
line of transportation during the following five years or until the 
completion of the Florida East Coast Railroad to Palm Beach, 
in 1894. When the iron horse came rolling in, and the pioneers 
realized that their once quiet and primitive little settlement would 
soon be converted into a famous and luxurious resort for those 
who sought refuge from the rigor of the Northern winter, ‘twas 
then that all former communication was shut out, and, like the old 
“Gazelle,” became [a] thing of the past.
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