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SECTION-TOPIC  

 

NATIVE AMERICANS– SEMINOLE WARS 

 

 

SUNSHINE STATE STANDARD 

Standard 2: Understand causes, course, and consequences 

of the Civil War and Reconstruction and its effects on the 

American people. 

SS.912.A.2.7: Review the Native American experience. 

 

VOCABULARY  

 

Seminole, Osceola, Everglades  

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS 

Seminole Wars Reading, Summarizing Graphic 

Organizer 

 

DURATION 

 

1 – 50 minute period 

 

DO NOW OR PRE-READING –  

 

 Teacher will display the picture of 

Osceola* as seen to the right. 

 Student will spend 5-10 minutes on the 

following task.   

 Teacher will identify the Native 

American as Chief Osceola. 

 Students will then identify who they 

believe Osceola was. 

 Students will then make a list of 

everything in Florida they can think of 

that has the name of Osceola or is 

attributed to him in some way. 

 After 5-10 minutes the teacher will 

lead a discussion about Osceola 

namesakes in Florida.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Florida Memory: State Library and Archives of Florida 
(http://www.floridamemory.com/PhotographicCollection/) 
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LESSON –  

 Teacher will make copies or project on a white board the reading below, 

Seminole Wars. 

 Students will read the article and complete the corresponding activity, 

Summarizing Graphic Organizer (see attached). 

 

Seminole Wars 

The Seminoles fought three wars against the Americans. The First Seminole War 

started in 1818 because Seminoles in Spanish Florida made raids across the border into 

the United States. General Andrew Jackson led American forces into Florida, captured 

several Spanish towns, and executed two British citizens that he believed were spies. The 

Americans were also upset that slaves from Georgia and Alabama were escaping to 

Florida to live with Seminoles, with whom they shared a goal: freedom from control by 

white men. 

In the 1820s, after Florida became part of the United States, American settlers 

often clashed with Seminoles over land. In the 1823 Treaty of Moultrie Creek, the 

Seminoles agreed to give up their land and move south to 4,000,000 acres of land in 

central Florida. The Seminoles also agreed to return runaway slaves. 

The Indian Removal Act of 1830 was signed for the whole United States by President 

Andrew Jackson, the former general. The act required all Native Americans to move to 

Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), west of the Mississippi River. Some Seminoles did not 

want to leave their homes, but they did agree to send a group to see the place where they 

were to relocate. During their visit, the group was persuaded to move there, but after they 

returned to Florida, many of the chiefs said they had been forced to sign the agreement. 

The Seminoles refused to leave Florida, leading to the Second Seminole War from 1835 

to 1842. 

Osceola emerged as a Seminole leader and was one of those who refused to agree 

to leave his home. In December 1835 he led a small group of warriors on an attack, 

killing a government agent who had earlier thrown him in jail. On the same day, a large 

group of Seminoles attacked Major Francis L. Dade and over 100 soldiers on their way to 

Fort King (now Ocala, Florida). Only three of Dade’s men survived. Osceola was 

eventually captured, and died in a South Carolina prison in 1838.  The war raged on until 

1842, when Colonel William Jenkins Worth (for whom Lake Worth was named) declared 

it over. Most of the Seminoles were either killed or captured and sent west to the Indian 

Territory. A few hundred others retreated to the Everglades in south Florida. The Second 

Seminole War was the most costly of all Native American wars in terms of lives lost and 

money spent.  

Once there was peace again, more whites felt confident enough to establish 

homes, farms, and businesses in Florida without fear of Seminole attacks. The territory’s 

white population soon topped 60,000, which was the number of people needed to become 

a state. On March 3, 1845, Florida entered the Union as the 27
th
 state.  

Ten years later, the Third Seminole War began, and lasted until 1858. An 

American surveying team caused this war by destroying Chief Billy Bowlegs’ banana 

trees, in his garden deep in Big Cypress Swamp. When Bowlegs confronted the men, 

they not only refused to pay for the damage, but also refused to apologize. The following  
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day, the Seminoles attacked them, killing or wounding the entire surveying team. This led 

to another war, until 1858, when Bowlegs and his band were forced to surrender and 

were moved to the Indian Territory. The remainder of the Seminoles moved deeper into 

the southern Everglades to avoid white control. 

 

ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION -   

 

 Following completion of the reading and the Summarizing Graphic Organizer, 

students will complete the review questions on the bottom of their worksheet. 

 Review questions and the completed worksheet are due before the end of the 

period. 
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United States Military and Native 

America Interactions in Florida 

SUMMARIZING GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
 

Directions – While reading the article about the Seminole Wars in Florida, fill in the 

graphic organizer below with a few key facts, people, or points about each conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review Questions 

1. In what ways were the events that led to each of the Seminole Wars Similar? How 

were they Different? 

2. Of the 3 wars, which had the largest impact on Seminole way of life? 

3. In your opinion, were any or all of the Seminole Wars justified?  Why or Why 

not?  Explain.  

1
st
 Seminole War 

2
nd

 Seminole War 3rd Seminole War 
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