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The George Potter Collection
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County has a small collection of drawings and watercolor paintings by
pioneer George Potter. Potter was a school-trained artist who came to Biscayne Bay first with his brother Dr.
Richard Potter. They moved to south Florida because George had been sick and Richard thought it best to take
his brother to a warmer climate. George drew vignettes for the book Camping and Cruising in Florida (pub.
1881). He also worked as a surveyor when the Potters moved to the Lake Worth area in the 1880s. In 1893
George surveyed and laid out the 48-block area of what is now downtown West Palm Beach for Henry M.
Flagler. That same year, George and George Lainhart established Lainhart and Potter Lumber Company
which is Palm Beach County‘s oldest business and is still operated by the descendants of the Lainharts.
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From the Editors

Dear Reader,
The Tustenegee

It is our pleasure to introduce the first issue of The
Tustenegee, a journal dedicated to the history of Palm
Beach County. The articles featured in this inaugural
issue were written by staff members of the Historical
Society of Palm Beach County. But, the pages of this
journal are for you. We hope you will submit articles
for future issues. Inside you will read about
developments and updates about the Archives,
Collections, and Education. Also included are articles
about the creation of Palm Beach County (2009 was the
county‘s centennial); the re-discovery of Palm Beach‘s
first post office; Part I of a two-part series of the
pioneer hotels on Lake Worth; and the county‘s oldest
extant 19th century structures.

We hope you enjoy the first issue of The Tustenegee
and we welcome your comments and article
submissions.
Sincerely,
The Editors of The Tustenegee

Editor
Richard A. Marconi
Graphics and Layout
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
The Tustenegee is a journal about Palm Beach County
history and is published online twice a year by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to collect,
preserve, and share the history of Palm Beach County.
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
300 North Dixie Highway
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: (561) 832-4164
Fax: (561) 832-7965
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
www.pbchistory.org
Mailing Address:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364
The contents of The Tustenegee are copyrighted by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County. All rights
are reserved. Reprint of material is encouraged,
however; written permission from the Historical
Society is required. The Historical Society disclaims
any responsibility for errors in factual material or
statements of opinion expressed by contributors. The
contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of the editors, board, or staff of the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
Inquiries and Contributions
Write to:

Article submission:

Please submit articles in Microsoft Word
format to the following email: rmarconi@historicalsocietypbc.org, with
author‘s full name, email, mailing address, and phone number, and if
applicable, organization. Once the article has been reviewed, the author will
be notified via email whether or not it has been accepted for publication.
Additional instructions will be sent about images, author biography, and
photograph. The Historical Society of Palm Beach County reserves the right
to edit all articles. The editors follow the Chicago Manual of Style for
writing. Authors submitting articles do so with the understanding that they
will not receive compensation.
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Editor-in-Chief
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From the Archives

Archival Preservation at the Historical Society
by Debi Murray
Director of Research and Archives

Although the Historical Society of Palm Beach County
has been collecting archival materials since its
founding in 1937, the collection has never been fully
catalogued. For the most part, the material was
organized by subject: agriculture, business, sports, etc.
So, if you were looking for information or photographs
about fishing for example, we would be able to find it
under Sports/Fishing. And while we had a listing of
the categories and sub-categories, there has never been
a comprehensive and systematic, full-blown description
of the collections. As the first step in creating what is a
detailed finding guide, the Historical Society purchased
a collection management software program called
PastPerfect several years ago.
When a new archival accession is processed, we
examine it to determine the best storage first. Most
materials have to be re-housed into acid-free, ligninfree protective sleeves, folders, and/or boxes. That is
considered the first line of preservation. While this is
being accomplished, we are learning as much as we
can about the collection, the who, what, where, when,
and why that is buried in the material which will then
be used to write a scope and abstract (S&A) which in
turn will help researchers decide whether to examine
the materials in detail. The S&A can be a few words, a
few paragraphs, or several pages generally describing
the collection‘s content as well as its context in the
scope of history. The next step is to use the database to
reference specific materials so that the records are
keyword searchable. A number of factors go into
deciding just how detailed the cataloguing will be.
Some institutions catalogue each and every photograph
and piece of paper. At the Historical Society we
determine the level of description on the size of the
collection. If it is massive, we describe at the box or
folder level. For instance, a collection may contain a
series of brochures, so we list the name, dates of
publication, and volumes that are contained in a box.
On the other hand, we would describe a series of letters
or photographs at the folder level, with a description of
the material, the subject(s), people, and creation dates.
If an accession contains only a few items, they are
described at the item level. As we are cataloguing

these materials, we
determine which should be
scanned. Each PastPerfect
record has the ability to
hold up to ninety-nine
images. While not every
item can be scanned at this
time, we choose representative images to attach
digitally to the records. At
the same time, we are slowly organizing, re-housing,
and preparing our older collections for cataloguing.
Over the next few years, we will be putting some of
these records online and such access is only useful with
detailed records.
This work can only be accomplished with the help
of trained, dedicated volunteers. Currently there are
twelve archival volunteers working on various
collections. Each has a particular project they are
working on so they can come in and get right to the job
without having to wait for direction, although
sometimes we have to pull them off their major project
to help with short-term projects (stuffing envelopes, for
example). Re-housing and cataloguing is very four to
six hours per week, projects can be extended for
months, if not years. For instance, we have been

Archival storage at HSPBC.

Continued on page 27
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From the Collections

Collections Management at the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
by Steven Erdmann
Curator of Collections and Exhibits

have little or no relevance to Palm Beach County‘s
history, often times a more suitable institution for the
donation is discussed. When relevant material is
delivered (often personally) or picked up, the donor is
issued a Temporary Custody Receipt. An important
function of the Society‘s collecting process is that the
material is accurately tracked and that good title is
passed to the Society.
Items that are relevant to the Society‘s collections
are next accessioned. Accessioning is the act of
processing new additions to the permanent collections.
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County seeks
A single accession may include one item or thousands
to collect and preserve objects and archival material
of items; the word itself describes the formal
that document people, places, and events of Palm
transaction, processing, and passage of ownership to
Beach County in its regional context: private, public,
and community life; social
the Society. Accessioning
and historical trends, themes,
carries with it fiduciary
and change; natural and
responsibilities; as the item
man-made events and
(or items) are held in the
phenomena. The Society
public trust. As part of the
maintains Permanent,
process the donor is issued
Archival, and Educational
a Deed of Gift to
collections. Though owned
acknowledge the donation
by the Historical Society of
as well as the passage of
Palm Beach County, Inc.,
ownership.
these items are held in public
Many of the processing
trust.
tasks are carried out using
Archival material and
collections management
objects may be added to the
system (CMS) software.
collections by gift, bequest,
This software allows us to
purchase, exchange, field
This 19th century pharmacy cabinet was donated to the Historical Society in
track the flow of new
1998 and is now on display at the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach
acquisition, or any other
material from its initial
County History Museum. Courtesy HSPBC, #98/6-30/026A.
transaction by which title is
status being held in
passed to the Society. Each acquisition must be
temporary custody through the accessioning process.
considered for its relevance to Palm Beach County
Cataloging of the individual items within the donation
history and its relationship to other items within the
is the next task. When all is completed, the resulting
Permanent Collection and Archival Collection. The
database becomes a powerful research tool.
Society must consider its ability to properly care for an
Throughout the history of the Society, nary a piece
item and provide adequate storage space.
of paper [let alone a receipt] was ever thrown away. A
great deal of time was spent during the 1970s and ‗80s
Additions to the Historical Society‘s collections
matching receipts which included donor names and
often begin with a telephone call from a member of our
addresses with individual items in the permanent
community. The first determination is that the
collections. From this paper database log books were
potential donation fits within the scope of the Society‘s
reconstructed delineating the Society‘s acquisition
collections policy. When items are simply old, but
history. In 2007 the first two phases toward a digital
The Society has a policy on
Collections Management
approved by our Board of
Governors. This policy
includes statements on the
scope of the Society‘s
collecting activities and
acquisition methods:

Continued on page 27
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From Education

Great Strides in Our Education Programs
by Richard A. Marconi
Curator of Education

In 2003 the Historical Society launched its first
Cultural Heritage Museum,
education program for fourth grade, ―Florida History,‖
Morikami Museum and
a partnership with The Palm Beach Post and the
Japanese Gardens, and the
School District of Palm Beach County. Since then, the
Loxahatchee River Historical
education programs have grown with the seventh grade
Society. The First class of 14
―Palm Beach County History and Civics‖ (2005),
teachers was held in June 2009.
―History in Your Own Back Yard‖ (with the
This program is believed to be
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach, 2006),
The first of its kind in southern
Traveling Educational Trunk program, and the Florida
Florida.
History through Art Contest. These successful
Currently under development
programs have reached over 168,000 children in Palm
is Palm Beach County History
Beach County.
Online which is now available to the public. Several
As a partner with the School District for the NEH
sections are still under development and will be added
Teaching American History grant
by June 2010. This
(2007-2010), the Society has
ambitious, eighteen-month
arranged for and conducted four
project was generously funded
teacher workshops covering
by the Marshall E. Rinker, Sr.
different topics about the history
Foundation, Inc. and the
of Palm Beach County. In 2007,
Community Foundation of
with the assistance of the Junior
Palm Beach and Martin
League, a comprehensive docent
Counties. The grant provided the
Training program was established
funding for the Society to work
to train docents for the new
with Lise Steinhauer, who
Richard and Pat Johnson Palm
researched and wrote most of the
Beach County History Museum.
text for the site, Brian Black of
Docents receive at least 57 hours
Black Design, who designed the
of training before leading group
graphics for the web site, and the
tours.
web master, Kevin Clark, who
As part of the docent program,
handled all the technical aspects
the Society partnered with the
of making the site come alive.
Palm Beach County Bar
Palm Beach County History
Association to train eighty lawyers
Online is comprehensive and
to be docents in the historic
will also include a section for
courtroom and to discuss the civics
teachers, who can access lesson
exhibits the Bar Association
plans written by former
Palm Beach County History Online.
installed in the courtroom and the
educator Heather Rogers, and
fourth floor balcony. Through the end of October
teachers Debbie Doyle, Dennis Yuzenas, and Clint
2009, docents have led 336 tours of the museum and
Kovach.
courtroom.
Grants from the Community Foundation for Palm
Two new projects are being added in 2009. The
Beach and Martin Counties, the Kenan Foundation,
first, the Palm Beach County History Institute, is a
and the State of Florida‘s Bureau of Historic
weeklong workshop immersing social studies and
Preservation funded the expansion of the Traveling
history teachers in local history. Six organizations
Educational Trunk Program. The Society has provided,
have come together to form the Institute, Historical
on long-term loan, two trunks to each of the seven
Society of Palm Beach County, Preservation
elementary schools in the Glades area. Each school
Foundation of Palm Beach, Flagler Museum, Spady
received one Seminole and Miccosukee trunk and one
Continued on page 27
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“We ought to have a county
of our own.”
-Louis Burkhardt

This 1911 map shows Palm Beach County just two years after its establishment. Courtesy HSPBC.
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A Simple Conversation: The Birth of a County
by Debi Murray and Steven Erdmann

G

reat change can come out of the simplest
conversations. For instance when Guy Metcalf,
former publisher of the area‘s first newspaper,
commented to Louis Burkhardt, West Palm Beach
business owner, that he thought Dade County was too
big, and that ―we ought to have a county of our own,‖
Burkhardt agreed and proceeded to gather a group of
like-minded men who wanted to whittle a new county
from the old. The group called themselves the County
Division Movement and they elected eight men to
oversee the division. This executive committee
included Burkhardt, Dr. Henry C. Hood, second
medical doctor on the lake; William I. Metcalf, lawyer
and father to Guy; Richard J. Chillingworth, former
Dade County sheriff and past West Palm Beach mayor;
and Max Sirkin, Marion E. Gruber, A.P. Anthony, and
John C. Stowers, all West Palm Beach business
owners. The gentlemen made it very clear from the
beginning that they were not seeking any public office
at the county level (many of them served in city
government), nor were they creating a fuss because the
south end of the county wanted to stay ―dry‖ on the
alcohol issue while the north wanted to stay ―wet.‖
The County Division Movement‘s complaint was that
while northern Dade County paid 60% of the taxes, it
did not receive its fair share of those monies. The
northern end of the county was in desperate need of
better roads and schools.
The first attempt at separation occurred in April
1907, and while the measure passed in the state senate,
it failed in the state house of representatives. Since the
Florida legislature only met every two years, the
County Division Movement had time to prepare for the
next meeting in 1909. Their first job was to find a
candidate who would support their petition in the state
house of representatives. They found George O.
Butler, a man who would eventually be called the
Father of Palm Beach County. Although he had been
born in New Hampshire, Butler grew up in Dade
County and had worked as a surveyor and as the
county‘s tax assessor. Both positions had allowed
George to travel extensively throughout the county and
consequently he knew it well. He also agreed that
Dade County was too big. During his campaign for
state representative from Dade County, he boldly stated
that his number one priority if elected was to push for
the creation of Palm Beach County. Butler and the
newly elected state senator from Dade County,
Frederick M. Hudson, worked to pushed the bill
through the state legislature. They succeeded and

on April 30, 1909,
Gilchrist signed the
Document making Palm
Beach County official as
of July 1st of that year.
County officials
planned to celebrate the
big event in conjunction
with the 4th of July
activities. Since the
holiday was a Sunday
that year, the party was
held on the 5th. The all- George O. Butler, the father of Palm
day celebration included Beach County. Courtesy HSPBC.
baseball games, track and field events, a barbecue
lunch for all, and fireworks followed by a Firemen‘s
Ball. A brass band met all the trains bringing the
celebrants into town. The West Palm Beach baseball
team lost both matches of the day—the first to the
Miami team, the second to Ft. Pierce. The tug-of-war
was cancelled. But by all reports, everyone enjoyed
themselves. The fireworks display was larger and
more stupendous than ever seen in West Palm Beach
up to that time and the Firemen‘s Ball at the station
house on Datura and Poinsettia Streets was the icing on
the cake of a perfect day.
George O. Butler‘s life in public office did not end
with his success in pushing for Palm Beach County.
He successfully ran again for the Florida legislature in
1910—this time as a representative of Palm Beach
County—where he supported the separation of Pinellas
County from Hillsborough. He continued in politics at
the local level after that. First as Circuit Court Clerk
(1913-1920 and again 1933-1940)—where he
successfully helped create the15th Judicial Circuit and
as a West Palm Beach city commissioner from 19271933. When he wasn‘t working for the public, he was
an engineer with the firm of Butler, Barnett, & Taylor.
The company surveying and grading on road projects
such as Conner‘s Highway— the first toll road from
West Palm Beach to Okeechobee— and the road that
eventually became Southern Boulevard.
The first county officials were: Commissioners W.
H. DaCamara, C. W. McPherson, R. H. Rousseau, H. J.
Niblack, and E. F. Bowers; H. E. Stypmann, Tax
Collector; Fred E. Fenno, Circuit Court Clerk; James
M. Owens Sr., Tax Assessor; George B. Baker, Sheriff;
T. M. Rickards, Jr., County Judge; C.C. Chillingworth,
County Attorney; J. C. Harris, School Superintendent;
and J. L. Grier, Supervisor of Registration.
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The
Story behind Tustenegee:
Archival Preservation at the Historical Society
Palm Beach’s First Post Office
by Debi Murray
Director of Research and Archives

by Debi Murray

O

ne good thing about history is that it is not
static. A single little clue can lead to a
completely new view of the past. Just such a clue and
a series of serendipitous circumstances led to a new
entry in the chronology of post offices in what is now
Palm Beach County. It all started with the receipt of a
stack of photocopies a gentleman had collected over
the years. He loved history and made it his mission to
transcribe primary documents from various sources
which he then typed out for his own reference. A
quick glance revealed that some of the sources were
already held by the Historical Society but deeper
reading revealed much more, especially the meeting
minutes and articles collected from and about the
organization of local pioneers.
The Lake Worth Pioneer‘s Association (LWPA)
was founded in 1904. At the time, the Tropical Sun,
the area‘s first newspaper, published an appeal for the
creation of an association that would keep ―in mind of
old times and the correction and perfection of old time
records and the preservation of same.‖ The paper‘s
editor, George Rowley, wrote that ―the old time history
of this section is both interesting and instructive.‖
Elisha Newton Dimick agreed and placed an
advertisement in state newspapers asking ―old settlers‖
who had been living in the ―Lake Worth section before
January 1, 1890,‖ to attend an organizational meeting
at the Free Reading Room in West Palm Beach. At
that meeting the attendees agreed to move the cut-off
date for official pioneer status to January 1, 1893.
The compilation of meeting minutes and newspaper
articles details the first Pioneer Picnic which was held
at Munyon‘s Island on the veranda of the Hygeia Hotel
on July 4, 1904, about two weeks after the group‘s
founding. The seventy-three attendees included ―old
settlers, wives, and children…not too big a crowd for
comfort and yet big enough to have lots of fun,‖ whose
day included full hampers of food and plenty of music.
By the end of July the officers of the group had created
a ―Historical and Revision Committee‖ which was
directed to collect materials, ―dates[,] and data‖ from
all the pioneers ―regardless of sex‖ as the committee
wanted ―to hear from the ladies as well as the
gentlemen who were here in the early days.‖

The Tustenegee

In subsequent meetings, the association members
reported what they had collected, such as the
biographical information on William Jenkins Worth,

George S. Rowley. Courtesy HSPBC.

for whom Lake Worth was named, and about what they
were still looking for, including the ―log‖ of Charles
Moore. With their ultimate goal to write a
comprehensive pioneer history, the committee also
wrote various federal and state government agencies
requesting detailed information about early surveys,
maps, railroads, canals, agricultural information, and
post offices.
The most interesting comment mentioned the early
postal route from St. Lucie and the first post offices.
Numerous reports had arrived from a variety of U.S.
Post Office departments in Washington, DC, and in the
meeting minutes, secretary George Rowley wrote

10

Lake Worth Post Office Historical
Marker was located on North Lake Trail.
It disappeared after the Hurricanes of
2004-2005. Courtesy HSPBC.

This 1881 Rand McNally map provides a clue to the location of the Tustenegee Post Office. Courtesy HSPBC.

parenthetically that ―[i]t was found that the first Post
Office—TUSKINEEGEE—had been omitted.‖
This was the first time I had ever heard of anything
other than Lake Worth as the first post office on the
lake. The same day I read this, I had occasion to visit
the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach where they
were setting up a map exhibit. To my immense
surprise, the very first map I examined showed
Tustenegee on Lake Worth. Although a different
spelling than in the meeting minutes, it was close
enough, and merited further investigation.
After Hurricane Frances hit in 2004, the Historical
Society offices were closed due to damage in the
Paramount Building. For a time, it looked like
Hurricane Ivan was going to hit us as well, so I decided
some time in Washington, DC would offer a
break from lack of electricity and a place to work, as
well as a chance to conduct research in the National
Archives. I spent my time there looking through rolls
of microfilm and boxes of original documents relating
to the people, places, and events of our local history,
especially our postal past. Almost immediately I found
the microfilm roll containing the list of Dade County
(as we were then) post offices. The first was Biscayne,
the second Maama (later known as Miami), and the
third was Tustenegee. What locals had always claimed
as the first on Lake Worth was listed fifth, after the
entry for Miami. This listing of post offices also
included dates and the names of postmasters.
Tustenegee was established February 27, 1877, with

James B. Brown postmaster. It was discontinued in
October but re-established the following month with
Albert Geer as postmaster. Its final demise was March
11, 1879. This simple listing raised even more
questions than did finding the name in the LWPA‘s
minutes initially.
First of all, who was James B. Brown? He is not
mentioned in Charles Pierce‘s manuscript nor is he in
the resulting book entitled Pioneer Life in Southeast
Florida as edited by Donald Curl, which is an excellent
account of pioneer life on Lake Worth. He is not listed
in the 1870 or 1880 censuses for this area, so he must
have arrived and departed in the years between. He
didn‘t homestead in the area, as he is not listed in the
Florida land records. Cursory research on
Ancestry.com lists far too many James B. Browns to
spend further time there. A real mystery man.
On the other hand, there is quite a lot of information
about Albert Geer available in the Historical Society
archives and in secondary sources. Geer, his wife,
Marion, their son, Everard, and their extended family
arrived on the shores of Lake Worth in 1876. Albert
had two sisters, Anna and Ella, who had married
brothers Frank and Elisha Dimick. Frank and Anna
had three children and Elisha and Ella had one child
who made the trek to south Florida with them. The
Dimicks‘ parents, Moore and Parthenia, also traveled
south with the party.
Twenty years later, Marion wrote a memoir in which
she related their life on the lake. In it she wrote of
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of building their house, planting crops and tropical
trees, and the feeling of being cut off from the rest of
the world because of the lack of postal service. The
closest post office to the north was St. Lucie, sixty-five
miles away, and seventy-five miles south was Miami,
then officially called Maama, but there was no carrier
service in between the two. Although she does not
mention a name or an exact year, there was a post
office on Lake Worth ―after a residence of two years,‖
but again, there was ―no carrier until after the election
of Noble A. Hull to Congress.‖ Hull was elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives in November 1878 and
seated the following March. Since the post office Lake
Worth was not established until May 31, 1880, she
must have been referring to Tustenegee.
Frustratingly, she never mentions James B. Brown
or her husband as the postmasters, and with her
husband in charge, the post office would have been in
their own house. As postmaster, Geer would have
been earning something from the postage he sold. In
her memoir, Marion detailed some of the creative ways
they worked to generate a cash income. Since she did
not report any income from the post office, the money
from that source must have been minimal at best.
The closest we can get to a second supporting
source for Albert Geer as a postmaster (so far) is in his
obituary. Albert, Marion, and their two sons moved
(Levy was born in late 1879 or early 1880) to Union
City, Michigan, in 1886, so the children could attend
school. Albert died there on March 20, 1926. His
obituary named him as the first postmaster on Lake
Worth. While this fails to mention James B. Brown, it
is possible that Levy, with whom Albert was living at
the time of his death, had not ever heard of Mr. Brown.
After all, Levy would not have known him as Brown
had moved away long before his birth.
The final question about the forgotten post office
was its name—Tustenegee. Close variations of this
word can be found in several books about the
Seminoles. Several Seminole leaders used Tustenugee
as part of their name. Another close sounding word
was spelled tus-ka-nuk-kee. Both words have their
root in the Creek word tàstànàgi which translates to
warrior. Did the local Seminoles call James B. Brown
warrior? Or did Brown know a Seminole called
Tustenegee (however it may have been spelled)? We
will perhaps never know.
The search to learn more about Tustenegee is not
over. There are document boxes in the National
Archives in Washington, DC full of post office
This map of the Lake Worth region shows the locations of the Lake
Worth, Palm Beach, Figulus, and Hypoluxo Post Offices. Courtesy
HSPBC.
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The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum is
operated by the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
For more information, please visit: www.historicalsocietypbc.org
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“From the cupola, at night, you could see the
Jupiter Lighthouse wink in the distance.”
--Emma Gilpin

The Cocoanut Grove House on Lake Worth, ca. 1890. This was Palm Beach‘s first hotel. Courtesy HSPBC.

Three Early Hotels on Lake Worth, Part I
by Richard A. Marconi

A

s it was over a hundred years ago, Palm Beach is
a favorite destination during the winter season.
Thousands of winter tourists come to enjoy the mild
winter climate between October and April. When
Henry M. Flagler, Standard Oil executive and Florida
hotel and railroad builder, arrived in the jungle paradise
that was Palm Beach in 1893, he built the grande dame
of hotels, the Royal Poinciana (1894), followed by the
Palm Beach Inn (now The Breakers) two years later.
He extended his Florida East Coast Railroad to West
Palm Beach and Palm Beach to bring the wealthy to
vacation at his hotels during the winter season. With
the combination of hotels for the rich and easy
transportation to Palm Beach, Flagler brought tourism
to new heights that have continued into the 21st
century. But were there hotels and tourism here before
Flagler‘s arrival? The answer is yes. Before Flagler,
tourism and hotels were flourishing along Lake Worth
between 1880-1893.

Elisha N. ―Cap‖ Dimick.
Courtesy HSPBC.
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During the Pioneer Era (1860-1893) before the area
was known as Palm Beach, the region was known as
the settlement of Lake Worth, which should not be
confused with the present day City of Lake Worth.
Prior to the 1880s, when travelers arrived in the lake
region there were no forms of public lodging.
Vacationers would stay on the small boats they traveled
on, in tents pitched on land, or in some pioneers‘
homes. By the 1880s, a few settlers recognized the
business opportunities of providing lodging for visitors.
Three pioneer entrepreneurs established three early
hotels on the shores of Lake Worth. These were the
Cocoanut Grove House (1880-1893) operated by
Elisha N. Dimick, Harlan P. Dye‘s Hotel Lake Worth
(1888-1897), both located on the east shore of the lake
in what is now the Town of Palm Beach, and the Oak
Lawn House (1888-ca.1900) was built by Allen Heyser
and his wife Mattie Spencer Heyser on the west shore
of the lake in present day Riviera Beach. These hotels
provided not only lodging but were often the focal
point for social activities for the locals.

Three years after opening the Cocoanut Grove
House, Dimick advertised in the Florida Star, a
Titusville newspaper, that his hotel was brand new and
newly furnished. The daily rate was $1.50 and weekly
and monthly rates could be arranged. Visitors could
get to Dimick‘s establishment on the boat Illinois, a
sharpie that made regular trips on the Indian River and
Lake Worth. Passengers staying at the house turned
hotel, would disembark directly at the hotel‘s dock.
The hotel sat on several acres covered with trees,
shrubs, flowers, coconut palms, and fruit trees along
the lakeshore. One visitor described the hotel as a
primitive building set amidst ―rustling palms‖ and that
it was a ―sort of clubhouse, sheltering a congenial
group of enthusiasts.‖ The Cocoanut Grove House
quickly became known for its hospitality. The owner
provided simple but adequate accommodations,
excellent food, and great company for his guests.
Dimick even had ice for his guests brought in from
Titusville. To prevent flooding, the house was
constructed several feet above ground. It included a
large veranda on the first floor and a balcony on the
second floor for the guests to sit outside. An
observatory on the roof allowed visitors to look out
over the lake area, jungle, and the ocean. Emma
Gilpin, a regular winter visitor to the Cocoanut Grove
House, wrote to a friend telling of how one could go up
into the cupola and watch the sunrise in the east and the
moon set in the west. They could look north and see
―the light of the Jupiter Lighthouse winking in the
distance.‖ Dimick‘s wife, Ella, kept a well-provisioned
kitchen equipped with a wood-burning stove. The
hotel had a large dining room, parlor, and fireplaces.
Kerosene or gas lanterns were installed and all rooms
had pitchers and bowls for washing. Since there were
no indoor bathrooms, all rooms came with chamber
pots. Filtered rainwater collected in cisterns supplied

The Cocoanut Grove House
In 1876 Elisha Newton ―Cap‖ Dimick (1849-1919),
his wife Ella, brother Frank L. Dimick and his wife,
sister Marion and her husband Albert Geer, Dimick‘s
parents, and their children arrived on Lake Worth from
Constantine, Michigan. Dimick established a small
farm growing produce such as sweet potatoes,
pumpkins, pineapples, and tomatoes. Building and
maintaining a farm was hard work. Just to lay out his
property, Dimick had to crawl through the jungle on
his hands and knees. He then had to cut back the thick
growth to clear land for a house and fields to plant. By
the end of the 1870s, Dimick observed a growing
number of visitors to the lake area. He realized there
were no facilities catering to these tourists, fishing and
hunting parties, and new settlers. Dimick decided he
could make a better living for his family if he provided
food and lodging to visitors and travelers.
At a time when many of the early pioneers built
their first temporary homes from salvaged wood from
shipwrecks, canvas, and palmetto fronds, Dimick
constructed a wood frame house on the east shore of
the lake from materials shipped from Jacksonville. It
stood in the vicinity of present day Clarke Avenue
between what are now the Flagler Museum and the
Society of Four Arts. Dimick added eight rooms to his
house for the purpose of lodging tourists and
fisherman. In 1880, when the additions were
completed, he opened the Cocoanut Grove House, the
first hotel in Palm Beach.

One of the two extant hotel registers from the Cocoanut Grove House.
Courtesy HSPBC.
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the hotel with water. Dimick later built a bathhouse on
the beach for hotel guests and installed a telegraph.
Dimick‘s Cocoanut Grove House was such a
success that he gradually enlarged it to fifty rooms and
several cottages. In 1888 he ordered the supplies
needed to add another story and to expand the dining
room. The following year, Dimick planned to add
thirty additional rooms to the hotel. The alteration in
1889 may have been the last which would have
increased the number of rooms to fifty.
By the end of the 1880s, charges to stay at the
Cocoanut Grove House ranged from $2.50 a day to
$10.00 a week per person. On several occasions
Dimick had to erect tents on the hotel grounds to
accommodate numerous guests. An odd notation of
―OK‖ can be found in the hotel guest register. The
letters give the location of rooms ―over the kitchen.‖
Visitors were provided three meals a day, fruit picked
from the hotel grounds, and the use of a boat. On the
menu, guests could often order deer and bear meat. At
various times Dimick purchased venison from Charlie
Osceola, a Seminole Indian who occasionally came to
visit and trade.
The Cocoanut Grove House also doubled as the
local social hangout for year-round residents. The lake
residents decided to have a picnic at Dimick‘s place

The Cocoanut Grove House and grounds, ca. 1890, as seen from Lake Worth.
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because it was located at about the halfway point on
the lake. Therefore, it was easily reached by all living
in the lake region. Thus, an early community gathering
occurred on Christmas Day 1880.
According to pioneer Charles W. Pierce, the locals
gathered to enjoy a meal of ―cakes, pies, puddings,
salads, biscuits, bread, roast venison, and turkey.‖
Afterwards, a dance was held with ―real music,‖
provided by the Brelsfords, Edmund playing the
violin, Doc on the cello, and Minnie playing the piano.
As the communal hangout, locals gathered to visit,
discuss business of the day, and play games, such as
cards. Parties with music and singing were held for all
occasions, poetry recitals, theatrical performances, and
pantomime shows were also presented. Dimick held
social functions at the hotel for such events as
fundraising for the church and school.
On March 20, 1892, tragedy struck at the Cocoanut
Grove House when one of the visitors, a Mrs. Masters,
fell ill. She had been sick for several days before she
finally summoned Dr. Richard Potter, the area‘s only
doctor, to the hotel. When he examined her, she had
pneumonia. Ladies staying at the hotel took turns
helping Mrs. Masters because her husband, David, and
young daughter were exhausted from caring for her.
Despite their efforts, Mrs. Masters died shortly

Courtesy HSPBC.
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before midnight on March 20. The following day, the
Masters family departed the lake area to return north to
bury Mrs. Masters. According to Dimick‘s daughter
Belle, an accident claimed the life of another hotel
guest, a young woman who drowned when she got her
foot stuck in a hole.
In the early 1890s, Henry Morrison Flagler arrived
in Palm Beach to extend his railroad and construct a
first-class hotel for the wealthy turning Palm Beach
into a resort area. About the same time as Flagler‘s
arrival in Palm Beach, Dimick sold his property. He
may have believed he would not be able to compete
with Flagler‘s hotel. But then again, Dimick may have
also sold his property because he saw an opportunity to
make a a profit on the sale. Whatever his reasons,
Dimick sold the Cocoanut Grove House to
Philadelphia millionaire Charles J. Clarke, who had
spent the winter of 1890-91 at the hotel.
In 1892 Clarke purchased the hotel and a large tract
of land stretching from lake to ocean for $49,000.
Clarke continued to operate the hotel until the
beginning of April 1893 when it closed early because
he rented it to Flagler to house some of his hotel
workers. The early closure of the hotel caused some
guests to terminate their vacations early because there
was nowhere else to stay in the area. Soon after, the
Cocoanut Grove House burned to the ground. The
loss of the old hotel did not affect Clarke. When he
purchased it from Dimick, Clarke had plans to
demolish it to construct an ―elegant mansion on the
site‖ after the Royal Poinciana was built. Clarke
renamed the hotel grounds ―Primavera Estates‖ and
built a house there, the first in Palm Beach with stucco
walls and a tiled roof.
The Cocoanut Grove House was customarily closed
during the ―off-season‖ from about May to December.
However there were exceptions to this. As early as
1885, Dimick hosted twenty-three guests between
November and December. In 1890 Dimick had at least
two registered guests every month of that year. During
other years there were months without visitors such as
1889 when he was closed from June-August when
additions were made to the hotel. An examination of
the two extant registers from the Cocoanut Grove
House (1885-1891 and 1891-1893), revealed there
were 1,166 guests served in 1891.
The 1893 season proved to be very busy for the
pioneer hoteliers. Between February and March,
Dimick had 629 registered guests. Winter visitor
Emma Gilpin wrote that by March 1893 Dimick‘s hotel

was full. People still arrived at the hotel despite the
messages Dimick sent up the Indian River not to come
because he had no rooms to let. At least nine times
tents had to be erected on the grounds to house the
visitors. However, the year before saw 872 guests
between January and March but no tents were set up.
According to the extant guest registers for the
Cocoanut Grove House, between 1885 to when the
establishment closed in April 1893, Dimick had hosted
4,500 guests.
Besides being a hotel owner, Dimick ventured into
politics. He was a county commissioner, member of
the school board, and served as state representative in
1890, state senator in 1896, and Palm Beach‘s first
mayor from 1911-1918. Dimick was just as successful
in business. He helped build a hack line from the head
of Lake Worth to Jupiter and was co-founder of the
first bank in the area, Dade County State Bank. With
several partners, Dimick platted Palm Beach‘s first
subdivision, Royal Palm, and built a bridge from the
island to the mainland. A statue of Dimick now stands
at the Royal Palm Way entrance to Palm Beach.
Coming in the next issue, Part II: The Hotel Lake
Worth and Oak Lawn House.
References:
Compiled from the Gilpin Family Collection, Cocoanut
Grove House Registers, Brelsford Files, Dimick File,
Pioneer Files, and Oral History Collection in the
HSPBC archive.
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Gems of Our Past:
Palm Beach County’s
Oldest Structures
by Richard A. Marconi

W

ould you believe that
there are 19th century
structures that have survived
the onslaught of the massive
development that has taken
place in Palm Beach County
in the 20th and 21st centuries?
There are at least 16 buildings,
most of which date between the 1880s-1890s, that have
been preserved by preservation organizations, historical
societies, local governments, and residents. It has been
through their efforts that these gems of our past have
been saved. Though these structures are not as old as
some in St. Augustine, New York, Colonial
Williamsburg, and other places, the buildings are some
of the oldest in southeast Florida.
These 19th century structures are important to our
heritage. They tell a story of our early history and
provide a glimpse of how people lived over a hundred
years ago in this sub-tropical climate. It is especially
important to preserve the buildings, to visit them, and
to educate residents and visitors alike about our
county‘s amazing historical past.
Sometimes, though, historic buildings are
incorporated into other structures and lose their
identity. While this is not the case for most of the
buildings highlighted herein, it did happen to the first
log cabin built on the west side of Lake Worth in
present day West Palm Beach. It was the home of
Reverend Elbridge Gale and his family. Gale was a
retired professor of horticulture from Kansas State
Agricultural College and arrived on Lake Worth in
1884. For his home, Gale constructed a log cabin at
what is now the intersection of 29th Street and
Poinsettia Avenue in West Palm Beach. The structure
was relocated to its current address, 401 29th Street and
later incorporated into the present house. Since this
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Sea Gull Cottage in 2009 undergoing renovation.

has occurred, it is not known just how much of the
original log cabin is still standing.
These historic buildings are a source of pride for the
communities that have them in their backyard.
Following is a quick tour of some of those 19th century
gems.
Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse: The lighthouse and its oil
house were completed in 1860 and are the oldest
structures in Palm Beach County. The lighthouse is
located at Lighthouse Park, 500 Capt. Armour‘s Way,
Jupiter. The area surrounding the lighthouse has been
designated by the Department of the Interior as the
Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area, the
first on the east coast and only the second in the United
States.
Sea Gull Cottage: This Queen Anne shingle style
cottage was completed in 1886 by Denver businessman
Robert R. McCormick just north of its present location.
McCormick spent $10,000 for the land and another
$30,000 constructing the house on the shores of Lake
Worth. Crotons planted around the house gave it its
original name Croton Cottage. It was Henry Morrison
Flagler‘s first Palm Beach winter residence. It is now
located on the Royal Poinciana Chapel grounds at 58
Cocoanut Row, Palm Beach.
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The Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse stands as a guardian
overlooking the George Washington Tindall House at the
Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area.

Below: The Old Key Lime House, 2009. This was once the
home of Morris Benson Lyman, the father of Lantana.

First Schoolhouse: The first schoolhouse in southeast
Florida was constructed in 1886 on what is now Palm
Beach. The wood Frame Vernacular building was
located at the north end of the island about one mile
north of the present day Flagler Memorial Bridge. The
building is now located at Phipps Ocean Park on South
Ocean Boulevard. The Preservation Foundation of
Palm Beach operates an education program called the
Little Red Schoolhouse at the old structure.
Morris B. Lyman House: This 1889 house was built by
Lantana pioneer Morris Benson Lyman at 300 East
Ocean Avenue in Lantana. Over the years it has been a
store and housed several restaurants. It is now the
main entry to the Old Key Lime House restaurant.
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Duck’s Nest: Henry Maddock constructed his
house in 1891 at the present location of 545 North
Lake Trail in Palm Beach. The wood frame prefabricated home was shipped from New York to Palm
Beach. The name of the house came from ducks that
nested in the area and from Henry calling his wife
―Duckie.‖ Duck‘s Nest is still owned by members of
the Maddock family.

Beach. It now houses the Palm Beach High School
Museum.
The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea: Located
along North Lake Trail next to the Duck‘s Nest on
Palm Beach is the second Bethesda-By-The-Sea
Church. It was built in 1894 to replace the first church
building, which was smaller. The shingle style
structure was de-consecrated in 1925 when the current
stone church at Barton Avenue and County Road was
built. The old church is now a private residence.

Tindall House: The 1892 Cracker style George
Washington Tindall House is currently located in
Lighthouse Park in the Town of Jupiter. Tindall
originally built the house in two separate sections, the
main house and the kitchen house which were
connected by a breezeway. The house was donated to
the Loxahatchee River Historical Society in 1995.

Royal Poinciana Tea House: The ca. 1894 tea
house was originally located on the grounds of the
Royal Poinciana Hotel. It has been moved several
times over the decades. It is now the Holy Spirit
Anglican Church at 3066 Drew Way, Palm Springs.

Dade County State Bank: Built in 1893 and originally
located at the west end of present day Royal Poinciana
Way, Palm Beach. The first bank in our area has been
moved several times over the years and is now located
at the corner of 4th Street and Flagler Drive, West Palm

Richard Hone House: This house dates to 1895 and is a
wood Frame Vernacular and stucco style house located
at 211 Plymouth Road, West Palm Beach. The house
was built by Richard Hone, who owned 54 acres in

The restored 40-foot section of the 1896 Florida East
Coast Railway Station in Delray Beach.
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Above is the Royal Poinciana
Chapel in 2009.
At the left is the first schoolhouse
now known as the Little Red
Schoolhouse, 2007.
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present day Belair Historic District. Hone‘s property
was mostly a pineapple plantation. Seven years later,
Hone was murdered by an unknown assailant while
sitting in the dining room with his wife sitting nearby.
Max Brombacher, an engineer, bought the Hone House
in 1947. Today, the Brombacher family still owns the
house.

The Vicarage: The Vicarage, a Frame Vernacular
structure, was the home of the vicar of The Episcopal
Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea, was built in 1897 and
is located at 448 North Lake Way in Palm Beach. The
two-story structure, designed by an unknown architect,
is a wood frame house and has five rooms and
bathrooms. A second story enclosed verandah was
added later. Howard Major, a local architect of note,
owned the house in the 1920s. In 1971 actor Douglas
Fairbanks, Jr. purchased the Vicarage. The house was
Palm Beach‘s first designated landmark. It was
restored by another owner and in 2006 it was
reportedly sold for $7.35 million.

St. Ann Catholic Church: The 1895 Gothic Revival
style structure was designed by architect W.W.
Maughlin and built at the southeast corner of Rosemary
& Datura Streets and dedicated on March 15, 1896.
Six years later the church was moved to its present
location at Olive Avenue and 2nd Street in West Palm
Beach. The church had a 75-foot bell tower and spire,
which was removed in 1947 because it did not
complement the other buildings in the church complex
(a Romanesque Revival style church that replaced the
1895 structure and a school building). The old church
is still used by the congregation. The block from 2nd
Street to 3rd Street along Olive Avenue was designated
as an historic district in 2003 by the City of West Palm
Beach.

DuBois Pioneer Home: In 1898 pioneer Harry DuBois
constructed a one-story, pine wood Frame Vernacular
house on a 20-foot-high Jeaga Indian shell mound
which at one time was once about 600-feet in length
but is now only 90 feet long. About 1917, most of the
shell was mined to pave roads in Lake Park. The house
DuBois constructed was similar to those built along the
New Jersey shore where he was from. The secondstory was added in 1903 when DuBois‘ family was
growing. The ocean originally came right up to the
stairs leading up the side to the shell mound. In 1921
the Jupiter Inlet was moved north 1,200 feet. The park
is the result of the land fill when the mouth of the inlet
was moved. The DuBois family owned the house and
mound until 1971, and when Palm Beach County took
it over, it was named DuBois Park. The Loxahatchee
River Historical Society operates the house as the
DuBois Pioneer Home museum depicting early pioneer
living in Jupiter.

Masonic Temple: In 1896 the area‘s first Masonic
lodge (org. 1894) constructed the two story building
located at 311 Clematis Street in West Palm Beach. It
was the first structure on Clematis Street to have a
brick veneer after the building codes had changed after
two devastating fires in January and February 1896.
The lodge met in the 1896 building until 1997 when
the organization sold the structure and moved to a new
location on Palm Beach Lakes Boulevard. The
building is now the Roxi‘s Pub.
Florida East Coast Railway Station: The surviving
1896 forty-foot section of the Florida East Coast
Railway Station was originally located just south of
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach on the east side of the
railroad tracks. The station was once a hundred feet
long. In the 1920s an additional ninety-six feet were
added and then more additions were made in the 1940s.
Two decades later the station closed and part of the
building was demolished but preservation-minded
residents of Delray Beach called for the rest of the
building to be saved. In 1984 the 1920s section was
destroyed by fire. The remaining forty-foot section of
the 1896 building was saved and moved. In 1994 the
Delray Beach Historical Society acquired the station
and moved it to its present location at 200 NE 1st
Street, Delray Beach and then restored it.
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The original St. Ann Catholic Church now serves as parish office,
2009.
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Gems of Our Past at a Glance
Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse
Sea Gull Cottage
First Schoolhouse
Lyman House
Duck‘s Nest
Tindall House
Dade County State Bank
The Episcopal Church of
Bethesda-by-the-Sea
Royal Poinciana Tea House
Richard Hone House
St. Ann Catholic Church
Masonic Temple
The Vicarage
DuBois Pioneer Home
Royal Poinciana Chapel
Clark House

1860
1886
1886
1889
1891
1892
1893
1894
c. 1894
1895
1895
1896
1897
1898
1898
1898

Like a lone sentinel, the 1898 DuBois House keeps the secrets of the ancient Jeaga shell mound safe.

Royal Poinciana Chapel: The Victorian Gothic style
Royal Poinciana Chapel at 60 Cocoanut Row, Palm
Beach, was designed by J.W. Ingle to complement the
Royal Poinciana Hotel. Construction of the chapel, on
land donated by Henry Flagler, was supervised by local
pioneer George Lainhart of Lainhart and Potter Lumber
Company. Building began in 1897 and completed
the following year. It was large enough to seat 400
people. The chapel was originally located in the
gardens of the hotel, about 300 feet from its entrance.
The structure was moved several times over the years
but only within the general area of Whitehall and the
Royal Poinciana Hotel grounds. The chapel is open
and serves an interdenominational congregation.

Beach, now houses office space. Ethel Stirling
Williams (oral interview in 1960s) remembers the
house in the 1890s. She came to southeast Florida with
her family in 1895 when she was 5 years old. Clark
House is located at 102 Swinton Avenue, Delray
Beach.
To see what some of these structures looked like years
ago, go to the inside back cover.
Selected Sources:
Brogan, Joe. ―County‘s Oldest House Finds New
Place to Dwell at Jupiter Museum,‖ Palm Beach
Post, February 17, 1997.
Cary, Ives M., ed. The Loxahatchee Lament, vol. I.
Jupiter: Cary Publications, 1978.
―Daughter of Lantana‘s Founder Dies,‖ The Sunlit
Road Newsletter, Historical Society of Palm Beach
County, vol. XXVI, No. 5, March 1986.

Clark House: The Frame Vernacular style house named
for Coach Clark, the football coach for Delray High
School, was constructed about 1898. The first owner
of the house was a Mrs. Copeland. The Clark House,
which is considered one of the oldest houses in Delray

Continued on page 28
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Did You Know…
Lake Worth Steamer
The Lake Worth steamer was one of the primary modes
of transportation on Lake Worth. Built in Jacksonville
in 1887, Captain U.D. Hendrickson operated his
steamer between Titusville and Jupiter. About 1888,
he moved the steamer to Lake Worth transporting
goods and passengers between Juno, at the head of the
lake, and Hypoluxo Island. It was the first steamer to
operate on the lake. Hendrickson sold the steamer in
1904 and sailed it to Cuba where it was put into service
on Nipe Bay.
Hotel Royal Poinciana
When Henry Morrison Flagler had his first
Palm Beach hotel, the Royal Poinciana,
built, it took over a thousand workers to
complete the structure between May 1893
and February 1894, when it opened. The
construction required 1,400 kegs of nails,
500,000 feet of lumber, 360,000 shingles,
4,000 barrels of lime, 500,000 bricks, 2,400
gallons of paint, 20 acres of plaster, 1,200
windows, and 1,800 doors. After two
additions in 1899 and 1901, the Royal
Poinciana was the largest wooden resort hotel structure in the world. It had a bake shop, ice cream plant, post
office which received 10 bags of first class mail a day, electric plant, 150 cooks, 500 waiters, 1,066 guest chambers,
700 private baths, the dining room could seat 1,600 people with one waiter for every four guests, 1,200 employees
during the two-month season with a payroll of $75,000 a month. The length of the building from north to south
was 934 feet, there were two miles of halls and corridors, it was seven stories tall, and had electric elevators. If the
wings of the hotel were stretched in a continuous line the distance would be approximately a half mile. The hotel
was seriously damaged during the 1928 hurricane and subsequently demolished in the mid-1930s.

Tidbits of History:
Lake Worth High School, established 1922, is Palm Beach County‘s oldest continuously-operated school.
Located on Singer Island, the Tiara Condominium is the tallest structure in Palm Beach County at 390 feet high or
42 stories.
6.2 million passengers fly in and out of Palm Beach International Airport a year.
Palm Beach County, ―The Golf Capital of the World,‖ has 170 private and public golf courses.

Lainhart & Potter, Inc. is Palm Beach County‘s oldest business, established in 1893 by George Lainhart and George
Potter.

The Tustenegee

24

Hidden Treasures
A Poem by The Everglades Poet
The first settlers in what is now Palm Beach County were truly jacks-of-all-trades.
They had to be in order to live in an area that was rugged and difficult to reach. One
settler was Allen Heyser (1857-1924) who arrived in the Lake Worth area in the
1880s. Heyser became a lawyer and then a state circuit judge. In 1888 he and his wife
Mattie Spencer built a house/hotel called Oak Lawn House in what would become
Riviera Beach. Among Heyser‘s many talents was that of poet. He wrote several
poems that were published in the local newspaper, The Tropical Sun, under the name
―The Everglades Poet.‖ Below is one of those poems, ―A Dozen Years Ago,‖ which
was published in 1892 at Juno. In this poem, Heyser weaves in the names and places
of some of the pioneers and communities.

A Dozen Years Ago
Contributed by The Everglades Poet
Nor Lyman’s Ways in length’ning row
Point out the place where Jewells grow
In the good old days, a dozen years ago.

I heaved a sigh at the bill of fare
On the table spread with dainties rare;
I cast a look at the office clock
And watched for the steamer at the dock,
As she parted the waves of the lake below
In a way we never used to know
In the good old days, a dozen years ago.

The Potters still their Fields retain
But Kinzel Marsh or Dewey plain,
While Bird Wades into real estate
And Knowles the Bell of Roger’s fate,
Three prattling girls to Graces grow
Nor must we slight the Grace below,
For the good old days a dozen years ago.

No bills of fare in those good old days
To worry our wits with their devious ways.
No office clocks to tread the time precise
Or mark the advent of our barreled ice.
No tourist crop did the flying snow
Send, scattering cash as they onward go
In the good old days, a dozen years ago.

No Cook to Brown until it Sears
The Kitchen, White with Western tears
As Gales Dye out across the Lane
Or Wilder cries an Earnest name,
Farwell to the good old days of long ago,
THE SUN now reigns at fair Juno:
And whiskey, beer and wine must go.

Then Armour, Pierced by Moore than Pease
To Cary’s acres Charters cease.
No Garnett’s then the Porters curbed
Or Lily fair in dreams disturbed,

See Page 28 for the names and places mentioned in this poem.
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Exhibits and Events

Special Exhibit Schedule
February – September 2010
War in Florida Waters 1942-1943:
Eyes of the Home Skies
During the opening months of World War II a
little known story of the war took place at
Lantana Airport in Palm Beach County. For
seventeen months, a group of volunteers serving
in the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) helped fight one of
the biggest threats to our country‘s safety:
German submarines called U-boats who hunted
their prey along the east coast of the United
States and the Gulf of Mexico. Men and women
of the Civil Air Patrol volunteered their time and resources to help protect our shores from the U-boat
menace. On December 1, 1941, just six days before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the Civil Air
Patrol was established . The CAP worked to fill the void by providing small civilian airplanes for antisubmarine patrols along the coast until the military could take over the mission.
The Temporary exhibition, which commemorates the history of Civil Air Patrol Coastal Patrol Base 3, is a
fascinating story whose impact is still felt and remembered in this community.
November 2010 – April 2010
Feather Wars: Surviving Fashion 1880-1920
―Feather Wars‖ will examine the extraordinary period of South Florida history in which a worldwide trend
in women‘s hats created a rush to riches for ordinary people, and near devastation for a population of
splendid birds who inhabited the tropical wilderness. For approximately forty years, the birds were
pursued to near extinction, and the phenomenon inspired some of the earliest and most critical legislation
in the area of environmental protection.
Visitors to the exhibition will be immersed in the plume-hunting chapter of Palm Beach County‘s history.
From a visual voyage to the everglades habitat, to the perspective of local pioneers-turned-plume hunters,
and ultimately a thorough understanding of the scale of the industry and the impact it had upon the
founding years of the County, visitors‘ understanding and perspective of early life in the county will be
changed forever.

Events
Ham Operators: “Talk to Someone from around the World”
Thursday, May 27, 2010, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm, east side of the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach
County History Museum.
Learn about how ham radio operates and the importance of these radios during emergencies such as after
hurricanes. Visitors will have a chance to talk to someone from around the world.
The Tustenegee
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Continued from page 5

cataloguing our library for nearly three years. We are
down to the end thanks to summer intern Jennifer
Brown, for which volunteer and project leader Sharon
Freidheim is very thankful, as she can now take on a
new project. It is also much easier to find one book out
of the nearly 4,000 on the shelves. The end result of
this cataloguing will be better public access. If you
think this kind of work sounds intriguing, know basic
computer skills, and have a few hours once a week to
volunteer in the archives, please call Debi Murray at
561-832-4164, ext 105.
Debi Murray is a native of Palm Beach County,
Florida, and has been Director of Research & Archives

at the Historical Society of Palm Beach County since
1999. She attended Florida Atlantic University where
she graduated magna cum laude and eventually
received her Master of Arts in history. Murray was the
point person for the Historical Society‘s most recent
project, the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach
County History Museum. She is co-author of Palm
Beach (Arcadia Publishing, 2009); co-author of Palm
Beach County at 100: Our History; Our Home (The
Palm Beach Post, 2009); and executive producer and
co-writer of the Historical Society‘s one-hour
documentary ―Puddle Jumpers of Lantana: The History
of the Civil Air Patrol‘s Coastal Patrol 3‖ (2007).

Continued from page 6

database were completed: the data entry of donor
information and accession transactions.
Over the seventy-two year history of the Historical
Society of Palm Beach County, the organization
currently has accessioned over two thousand donations.
These donations total over an estimated two million
individual items.
Steven Erdmann is Curator of Collections and

Exhibits. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
cultural anthropology and an Master of Arts in museum
studies. Erdmann has worked with museum
collections, both in the private sector and non-profit
world, for over twenty years. He joined the Historical
Society staff in 2006. Erdmann was previously with
the Museum of Northern Arizona.

Continued from page 7

Ancient People of South Florida trunk. Teachers
completed training in October 2009 and the traveling
trunks were turned over to the schools on long-term
loan from the Historical Society. Four Pioneer trunks
have also been developed and are now available for
loan.
Richard A. Marconi is Curator of Education and has
been on staff with the Historical Society since 2002.
In 2001 he graduated summa cum laude from Florida

Atlantic University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
history. Marconi is co-author of the Arcadia
Publishing‘s Images of American series: West Palm
Beach 1893-1950 (2006) and Palm Beach (2009); coauthor of Palm Beach County at 100: Our History;
Our Home (The Palm Beach Post, 2009); and producer
and co-writer of the Historical Society‘s documentary
―Puddle Jumpers of Lantana: The History of the Civil
Air Patrol‘s Coastal Patrol 3‖ (2007).

Continued from page 12

applications. I started to go through them in 2004, but
ran out of time. These forms provide the name of the
office, the postmaster applying, and hand-drawn maps
showing exactly where the new office would be in
relation to others in the area. I made copies of the
applications for local offices that I could find, but there
are more to be unearthed. In addition, there may be
other sources available and any clue could lead the way
to more information.

Printed Sources:
Cory, C.B. Hunting and Fishing in Florida. Boston,
MA: The Barta Press. 1896.
Read, William A. Florida Place Names of Indian
Origin and Seminole Personal Names. Tuscaloosa:
The University of Alabama Press, 2004.
Robinson, Tim. A Tropical Frontier: Pioneers and
Settlers of Southeast Florida, 1800-1890.
Port Salerno, FL: Port Sun Publishing, 2005.

Compiled from the Geer Family file; Post Office File
in the HSPBC archive.
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Pollack, Deborah. Laura Woodward The Artist behind
the Innovator Who developed Palm Beach.
Singapore: Blue Heron Press, 2009.
Reese, Charles Dimick. Palm Beach Roots and
Recipes. Private Printing.
Robinson, Tim. A Tropical Frontier. Port Salerno, FL:
Port Sun Publishing, 2005.
The Book of Florida. The Florida Editors Association,
1925.

Historical Edition of the Palm Beach Daily News,
1936.
Palm Beach Life, February 27, 1940.
Palm Beach Sun, March 28, 1947.
The Florida Star, August 9, 1888, April 4, 1889.
The New York Times, February 23, 1891, March 22,
1891.
The Palm Beach Post, April 14, 1919
The Tropical Sun, April 1, 1891, April 22, 1891;
September 30, 1891; February 26, 1937.

Newspapers and Magazines
Brown Wrapper, The Palm Beach Post, August 8,
1982.
Continued from page 23

Doto, Pamela. ―Historic House Unveils Secrets to
Restaurateur,‖ Palm Beach Post, November 12,
1986.
Hall, Kathryn E. Chronicles 1889-1964. West Palm
Beach: Distinctive Printing, 1964.
Isgor, Sonja, ―Neighbors Debate Who Has Delray‘s
Oldest House,‖ Palm Beach Post, December 31,
1992.
Johnson, John P. Delray Beach Historic Sites Survey.
Boca Raton: Historic Palm Beach County
Preservation Board, 1987.
Landmark Report, The Vicarage, on file with the
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach.
Letter from Paul Maddock to Miriam Graham, January
22, 1979, Maddock file, Historical Society of Palm
Beach County.
Murphy, Stephanie, ―Vicarage Sells for $7.35 M,‖
Palm Beach Daily News, March 3, 2006.
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach. Flyer, ―Sea
Gull Cottage-The Oldest Home in Palm Beach.‖
Robinson, Tim. A Tropical Frontier. Port Salerno: Port
Sun Publishing, 2005.
Saunders, Carol. ―Loxahatchee Guild Celebrates
Tindall House move at lunch meeting,‖ The Jupiter
Courier, 9 May 2007.

Sea Gull Cottage, Designation Report. Landmarks
Preservation Commission, Town of Palm Beach,
April 10, 1985.
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary 1894-1969 Harmonia Lodge
No.138 F.V.A.M. Booklet, 1969, Masonic file,
HSPBC.
Snyder, James D. A Light in the Wilderness: The Story
of Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse & The Southeast Florida
Frontier. Jupiter: Pharos Books, 2006.
St. Ann‘s Catholic Church Historic District
Designation, Historic Preservation Board Case No.
03-100, Application. Department of Planning and
Zoning, City of West Palm Beach.
Thompson, Sandra. God’s Church Henry Flagler’s
Legacy: The Royal Poinciana Chapel One Hundred
Years. Stuart, FL: Southeastern Printing, 1998.
Town of Hypoluxo 50th Anniversary 1955-2005
Booklet. Hypoluxo file, Historical Society of Palm
Beach County.
Wilkins, Woodrow W., Richard C. Crisson, and
Richard High. Historic American Buildings
Survey: Henry Maddock House (Duck‘s Nest),
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service,
Department of the Interior, Washington D.C., 1980.

Continued from page 25

Armour: James Arrango Armour, Keeper of the Jupiter
Inlet Lighthouse
Pierced: Hannibal Dillingham Pierce of Hypoluxo
Island.
Moore: Heyser may have referred to William H. Moore
(1846-1914). It could also be Charles Moore
(1819-1887). Both of Palm Beach.

Pease: Ruben M. Pease, Lantana
Cary: Unknown
Charters: This may be George H.K. Charters (d: 1892).
However, it could also be his brother Charles A. W.
Charters, Palm Beach.
Garnnett: Andrew Melton Garnnett (1865-1940),
Lantana and Boynton Beach.

Continued on page 29
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Porters: This Porter could be one of three Porters:
James William ―Jim‖ Porter, Robert Willford Porter,
or Captain Owen Sylvester ―O.S.‖ Porter.
Lily: Most likely Heyser is referring to Lily Pierce,
daughter of Hannibal D. Pierce.
Lymans: Morris Benson ―M.B.‖ Lyman and family of
Lantana.
Jewells: This refers to the Jewell Post Office, the
original name of the City of Lake Worth.
Potters: This is the Potter family: Dr. Richard Buckley
Potter, George Wells Potter, Ella May Dimick
Potter, Ellen Elizabeth Potter, and Bernal Miller
Potter of Palm Beach and West Palm Beach.
Fields: Heyser may have referred to Albert M. ―Al‖
Field and his brother Richard of Juno.
Kinzel; Franz Kinzel
Marsh: Unknown
Dewey: Frederick S. ―Fred‖ Dewey of West Palm
Beach.
Bird: Byrd ―Birdie‖ Spillman Dewey of West Palm
Beach, wife of Frederick S. ―Fred‖ Dewey.
Wades: Unknown

Knowles: Possibly Edmund F. Knowles, Sr., of
Biscayne Bay.
Roger‘s: Possibly James M. Rogers.
Graces: Unknown
Cook: Unknown
Brown: David Brown of Palm Beach.
Sears: George W. Sears.
Kitchen: Heyser‘s use of ―Kitchen‖ may refer to the
Capt. Walter Kitching Family of the Stuart and
Loxahatchee River areas.
White: James J. White of Palm Beach
Gales: Refers to Reverend Elbridge Gale family of
Lake Mangonia and West Palm Beach.
Dye: Harlan Page Dye of Palm Beach and West Palm
Beach.
Lane: Charles Albert Lane of Palm Beach.
Wilder: Abner M. Wilder of Palm Beach and West
Palm Beach.
Earnest: Jacob T. Earnest of Lantana.
Juno: Juno was located at the head of Lake Worth and
from 1889-1899 it was the seat of government of
Dade County. At the time, Palm Beach County was
part of Dade County.

NOW AVAILABLE!
Palm Beach County at 100: Our
History, Our Home
It is the newest book about the history of
Palm Beach County. Co-authored by
The Palm Beach Post and the Historical
Society of Palm Beach County.
The book it available at the Gift Shop,
Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach
County History Museum for $45.00 +
tax. Members receive a 10% discount.
The book can also be purchased online
at www.historicalsocietypbc.org.
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To learn more about Palm Beach County history,
please visit the Johnson History Museum
and the following organizations:

The Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens.
Courtesy Richard A. Marconi.

Boca Raton Historical Society and Museum
Old Town Hall
71 North Federal Highway
Boca Raton, FL 33432
Phone: (561) 395-6766
Fax: (561) 395-4049
Website: www.bocahistory.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The Henry Morrison Flagler Museum
One Whitehall Way
P.O. Box 969
Palm Beach, FL 33480
Phone: (561) 655-2833
Fax (561) 655-2826
Website: www.flaglermuseum.us
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Spady Cultural Heritage Museum
170 NW 5th Ave
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 279-8883
Website: www.spadymuseum.com
Hours Monday-Friday, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse and Museum
500 Captain Armour‘s Way
Jupiter, FL 33469
Phone: (561) 747-8380
Website: www.jupiterlighthouse.org
Hours: Tuesday – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.,
last lighthouse tour leaves at 4pm

The Morikami Museum & Japanese Gardens
4000 Morikami Park Road
Delray Beach, FL 33446
Phone: (561) 495-0233
Website: www.morikami.org
Hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Delray Beach Historical Society
3 NE 1st Street
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 243-2577
Fax: (561) 243-6884
Website: www.db-hs.org

Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach
311 Peruvian Avenue
Palm Beach, Florida 33480
Phone: (561) 832-0731
Fax: (561) 832-7174
Website: www.palmbeachpreservation.org
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Tustenegee

Lawrence E. Will Museum
Located in the Belle Glade Branch Library
530 South Main Street
Belle Glade, FL 33430
Phone: (561) 996-3453
Website: www.pbclibrary.org/lew.htm
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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From the Museum Gift Shop
Books about the history of Palm Beach County can be found in the
Gift Shop at the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County
History Museum. Here are a few books that are available:
Deborah Pollack‘s book not
only rediscovers Florida‘s
most important nineteenthcentury woman artist and
one of its greatest
publicists, it also explores
the challenges of women
artists who lived in
Woodward‘s era. It
thoroughly discusses the
early history of Palm
Beach, and myths about the great Henry Morrison
Flagler are refuted. As Palm Beach County celebrates
its 100th anniversary, it is highly appropriate to
acknowledge the woman who precipitated its
development.

During the prohibition era, the Royal
Poinciana Hotel in Palm Beach
featured a secret hallway that led to
a clandestine speakeasy called
―Hypocrite‘s Row.‖ Indeed, few
eras in few places were as exciting,
outrageous, and tragic as the
period between World War I and
the hammer fall of the Great
Depression. From rumrunners
to pirates, mobsters to moguls,
Palm Beach County has hosted its fair share of
questionable characters over the decades. Meet the
faces and places that have shaped Palm Beach County
and the Treasure Coast with renowned local author
Eliot Kleinberg, who draws on his ‗Post Time‘ column
in The Palm Beach Post to offer this unique glimpse
into the extraordinary history of Palm Beach.

Laura Woodward (1834-1926), came to Florida in the
1880s and from 1889-1896 became one of the most
extensively traveled artists in the state. She braved the
alligator, panther and bear-infused jungles to depict
Florida‘s natural beauty in colorful watercolors and
oils. Woodward was the pioneer artist of Palm Beach,
one of the first professional women artists to paint in
the Everglades and Miami, and the inspiration to Henry
Morrison Flagler in his development of the most
magnificent resort in the world. Brought up in the
Victorian tradition of modesty, she remained publicly
silent about her accomplishments and it is only now
that the breadth of her importance is finally known.

To purchase these or other history
books, please visit the Museum or
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
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Now on exhibit February to September 2010
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Test Your Memory

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County needs to identify
where this pool is and who the people are. Can you help? If you
have any information that will identify this photograph, please
contact Debi Murray, Director of Research and Archives, at 561-8324164 ext. 105 or email: dmurray@historicalsocietypbc.org.
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Membership Development
Yes! I want to become a member of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
Board of Benefactors – $2,500 & above
The success of any organization rests with strong
leadership commitments to its mission. Benefactors will be
provided with special events that expand their understanding
and appreciation of historically significant individuals and
events. In addition, members are listed on the Society‘s
letterhead.

Name

Address

Apt #

Pioneer Circle – $1,000
Recognizing the challenges of our forefathers, serve as a
Pioneer in the Society‘s continued growth and impact on the
County. Pioneer benefits include complimentary tickets to
the annual Evening on Antique Row.

City

State

Daytime Phone

Zip

Evening Phone

Flagler Circle – $500
Henry Flagler was a visionary – you can be one, too, by
supporting the Society at this important level. Lectures,
special events and a distinguished publication by a noted
local author mark this forward-thinking category.

Mizner Circle – $250

Email
Board of Benefactors $2,500 Individual, $5,000 per couple

Pioneer Circle $1,000

Addison Mizner changed the face of Palm Beach County
and you can, too, with support of the Society. At this level
you will also receive a print of a historic photograph from
the Society‘s Archive.

Flagler Circle $500

Barefoot Mailman – $125

Family/Dual $75

Imagine trekking from Jupiter to Miami– continue the
journey through your membership and learn more about our
area through your complimentary subscription to South
Florida History Magazine, lectures and special events.

Individual $50

Family/Dual – $75
Learn how our county was shaped, and meet others
through a variety of events and the Annual Meeting, with
one other family member.

Mizner Circle $250
Barefoot Mailman $125

Become a
member today!

Educator $30

Enclosed is my check in the amount of ____________
payable to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County

Individual – $50

Or, please charge my: Visa

Your support of the Society allows you to meet others who
share your interest in history, including an invitation to our
Annual Meeting.

Card #________________________________________

Educator Membership – $30

Name (as it appears on card):

Become part of a community of educators dedicated to
making Palm Beach County history accessible and making
the most of the Museum as a learning tool. Free research
sessions in the archives and notifications of events
including invitations to special events and workshops
created for teachers and education professionals. Education
professionals must show proper accreditation to qualify.
Please call for further information.
For Special Interest Memberships, please contact
the Historical Society.

MasterCard

AMEX

Exp. Date ___/___/___

______________________________________________________

Complete, cut out, and return to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Member Services
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364
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1 DuBois House, ca. 1903
2 Dade County State Bank, ca. 1900
3 Delray Beach FEC Train Station, early 1900s
4 Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse, 1879
5 Morris B. Lyman House, 1890s
6 St. Ann Catholic Church, ca. 1900
7 Episcopal Church Bethesda-by-the-Sea, late 1890s
8 Sea Gull Cottage, 1890s
9 First Schoolhouse, 1886
10 Royal Poinciana Chapel, ca. 1900

Above photographs are courtesy
HSPBC.

Two Seminoles hunting deer.
Drawing by pioneer George Potter.
Courtesy HSPBC, George Potter
Collection.

