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The George Potter Collection

The Historical Societyof PalmBeachCounty hasa small collectionof drawingsand watercolorpaintingsby
pioneerGeorgePotter Potterwasa schooltrainedartistwho cameto BiscayneBay first with his brotherDr.
RichardPotter Theymovedto southFloridabecausé&eorgehadbeensick andRichardthoughtit bestto take
his brotherto a warmerclimate Georgedrew vignettesfor the book Campingand Cruising in Florida (puh
1881). He alsoworkedasa surveyorwhenthe Pottersmovedto the Lake Worth areain the 188G. In 1893
Georgesurveyedand laid out the 48-block areaof what is now downtownWest Palm Beachfor Henry M.
Flagler That sameyear, Georgeand GeorgeLainhart established_ainhart and Potter Lumber Company
which is PaimBeachC o u n ¢ldegibsisinessandis still operatedy the descendantef the Lainharts
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From the Editors

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of PALM BEACH COUNTY

DearReader,

It is our pleasureto introduce the first issue of The
Tustenegeea journal dedicatedto the history of Palm
BeachCounty The articlesfeaturedin this inaugural
issuewere written by staff membersof the Historical
Societyof PalmBeachCounty But, the pagesof this
journal are for you. We hopeyou will submitarticles
for future issues Inside you will read about
developments and updates about the Archives,
Collections,and Education Also includedare articles
aboutthe creationof PalmBeachCounty(2009wasthe
C 0 u ndentehrsal) the re-discoveryof PalmB e a ¢
first post office; Part | of a two-part series of the
pioneerhotelson Lake Worth; and thec o u ndldesd
extant19" centurystructures

We hope you enjoy the first issueof The Tustenegesd
and we welcome your comments and article
submissions

Sincerely,

The Editorsof TheTustenegee

A4

Article submission pieasesubmit articlesin Microsoft Word

format to the following emait rmarconi@historicalsocietyplwrg, with
a ut hflr ®ame, email, mailing address,and phone number, and if
applicableorganization Oncethe article hasbeenreviewed,the authorwill
be notified via email whetheror not it has beenacceptedfor publication
Additional instructionswill be sent about images, author biography, and
photograph The Historical Societyof PalmBeachCountyreserveghe right
to edit all articles The editors follow the Chicago Manual of Style for
writing. Authors submitting articlesdo so with the understandindhat they
will not receivecompensation
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From the Archives

Archival Preservation at the Historical Society

by Debi Murray
Director of Research and Archives

Although the Historical Society of Palm Beach County these materials, we

has been collecting archival materials since its determine which should be
founding in 1937, the collection has never been fully scanned. Each PastPerfect
catalogued. For the most part, the material was record has the ability to

organized by subject: agriculture, business, sports, etc. hold up to ninetynine

So, if you were looking for information or photographs images. While not every
about fishing for example, we would be able to find it item can be scanned at this
under Sports/Fishing. And while we had a listing of  time, we choose represent
the categories and swlategories, there has never been ative images to attach

a comprehensive and systematic,-hlbwn description  digitally to the records. At -
of the collections. As the first step in creating what is a the same time, we are slowly organizinghoeising,
detailed finding guide, the Historical Society purchased and preparing our older collections for cataloguing.

a collection management software program called Over the next few years, we will be putting some of

PastPerfect several years ago. these records online and such access is only useful with
When a new archival accession is processed, we  detailed records.

examine it to determine the best storage first. Most This work can only be accomplished with the help

materials have to be4wused into acidree, lignin of trained, dedicated volunteers. Currently there are

free protective sleeves, folders, and/or boxes. Thatis twelve archival volunteers working on various
considered the first line of preservation. While this is collections. Each has a particular project they are

being accomplished, we are learning as much aswe  working on so they can come in and get right to the job
can about the collection, the who, what, where, when, without having to wait for direction, although

and why that is buried in the material which will then  sometimes we have to pull them off their major project
be used to write a scope and abstract (S&A) which in  to help with shorterm projects (stuffing envelopes, for
turn will help researchers decide whether to examine example). Réiousing and cataloguing is very four to

the materials in detail. The S&A can be a few words, a six hours per week, projects can be extended for

few paragraphs, or several pages generally describing months, if not years. For instance, we have been

the collectionds content as well as its context in
scope of history. The next step is to use the database { = ¢ —— I
reference specific materials so that the records are
keyword searchable. A number of factors go into
deciding just how detailed the cataloguing will be.
Some institutions catalogue each and every photograp &
and piece of paper. At the Historical Society we
determine the level of description on the size of the
collection. If it is massive, we describe at the box or
folder level. For instance, a collection may contain a
series of brochures, so we list the name, dates of
publication, and volumes that are contained in a box.
On the other hand, we would describe a series of letters
or photographs at the folder level, with a description of
the material, the subject(s), people, and creation dates.
If an accession contains only a few items, they are
described at the item level. As we are cataloguing

Archival storage at HSPBC.

Continued on page 27
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From the Collections

Collections Management at the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County

by Steven Erdmann
Curator of Collections and Exhibits

The Society has a policy on have | ittle or no relevance
Collections Management history, often times a more suitable institution for the
approved by our Board of donation is discussed. When relevant material is
Governors. This policy delivered (often personally) or picked up, the donor is
includes statements on the issued a Temporary Custody Receipt. An important
scope of the Sofcureatyibsn of the Societyds c
collecting activities and material is accurately tracked and thabdtitle is

acquisition methods: passed to the Society.

ltems that are relevant to
are nextaccessionedAccessionings the act of

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County seeks processing new additions to the permanent collections.
to collect and preserve objects and archival material A single accession may include one item or thousands

that document people, places, and events of Palm of items; the word itself describes the formal
Beach County in its regional context: private, public, transaction, processing, and passage of ownership to
and community life; social the Society. Accessioning

and historical trends, theme
and change; natural and
manmade events and
phenomena. The Society
maintains Permanent,
Archival, and Educational
collections. Though owned
by the Historical Society of
Palm Beach County, Inc.,
these items are held in pub
trust.

Archival material and

carries with it fiduciary
responsibilities; as the item
(or items) are held in the
public trust. As part of the
process the donor is issued
a Deed of Gift to
acknowledge the donation
as well as the passage of
ownership.

Many of the processing
tasks are carried out using
collections management
objects may be added to th system (CMS) software.
collections by gift, bequest, This software allows us to
purchase, exchange, field This19n centurypharmacycabinetwasdonatedto the Historical Societyin ~ track the flow of new
acquisition, or any other 1998 and_is now on display at the Richard and Pat JohnsonPalm Beach material from its initial
transaction by which title is County History Museum CourtesyHSPBC,#98/6-30/026A. status being held in

passed to the Society. Each acquisition must be temporary custodshrough the accessioning process.
considered for its relevance to Palm Beach County  Cataloging of the individual items within the donation
history and its relationship to other items within the  is the next task. When all is completed, the resulting

Permanent Collection and Archival Collection. The database becomes a powerfu| research tool.
Society must consider its ability to properly care for an Throughout the history of the Society, nary a piece
item and provide adequate storage space. of paper [let alone a receipt] was ever thrown away. A
great deal of time was spen
Addi tions to the Hi st or imgtéing ré&épisiwhidhnéukled éohdr hagnéstando N s
often begin with a telephone call from a member of our addresses with individual items in the permanent

community. The first determination is that the collections. From thipaper databasg books were
potenti al donation fits wietchoinns ttrhuec tSecdo pdee | G fn etalt & ngyo cti
collections policy. When items are simply old, but history. In 2007 the first two phases toward a digital

Continued on page 27
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From Education
Great Strides in Our Education Programs

by Richard A. Marconi
Curator of Education

5

In 2003 the Historical Society launched its first Cultural Heritage Museum, Yo TR TR
education program for f ouMorkdmi Museardand A F Il _0r SHh st or )
a partnership witfThe Palm Beach Poand the Japanese Gardens, and the 7R -

School District of Palm Beach County. Since then, the Loxahatchee River Historical -/
education programs have grown with the seventh gradeSociety. The First class of 14
fiPalm Beach County Hi st orteachaswas h€d ir Jume @9
fiHi story in Your Own Ba c KThisrpaogranois believed thhbet h e
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach, 2006), The first of its kind in southern ’

Traveling Educational Trunk program, and the Florida Florida.

History through Art Contest. These successful Currently under developme

programs have reached over 168,000 children in Palm is Palm Beach County History

Beach County. Online which is now available to the public. Several
As a partner with the School District for the NEH sections are still under development and will be added

Teaching American History grant ger- T by June 2010. This

(2007%2010), the Society has ambitious, eighteemonth

arranged for and conducted four project was generously funded

teacher workshops covering , by the Marshall E. Rinker, Sr.

different topics about the history === - Foundation, Inc. and the

of Palm Beach County. In 2007, E— Community Foundation of

with the assistance of the Junior WELCOME Palm Beach and Martin

League, a comprehensive docent > Counties. The grant provided the

Training program was established funding for the Society to work

to train docents for the new with Lise Steinhauer, who

Richard and Pat Johnson Palm researched and wrote most of the

Beach County History Museum. text for the site, Brian Black of

Docents receive at least 57 hours Black Design, who designed the

of training before leading group graphics for the web site, and the

tours. web master, Kevin Clark, who
As part of the docent program, handled all the technical aspects

the Society partnered with the of making the site come alive.

Palm Beach County Bar Palm Beach County History

Association to train eighty lawyers Online is comprehensive and

to be docents in the historic will also include a section for

courtroom and to discuss the civic BT jctusen teachers, who can access lesson

MUSEUM

561.832.4164

exhibits the Bar Association plans written by former
installed in the courtroom and the Paim Beach County History Online. educator Heather Rogers, and
fourth floor balcony. Through the end of October teachers Debbie Doyle, Dennis Yuzenas, and Clint
2009, docents have led 336 tours of the museum and Kovach.
courtroom. Grants from the Community Foundation for Palm
Two new projects are being added in 2009. The  Beach and Martin Counties, the Kenan Foundation,
first, the Palm Beach County History Institute, is a and the State of Fl ori daos
weeklong workshop immersing social studies and Preservation funded the expansion of the Traveling
history teachers in local history. Six organizations Educational Trunk Program. The Society has provided,
have come together to form the Institute, Historical on longterm loan, two trunks to each of the seven
Society of Palm Beach County, Preservation elementary schools in the Glades area. Each school

Foundation of Palm Beach, Flagler Museum, Spady  received one Seminole and Miccosukee trunk and one
Continued on page 27
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A Simple Conversation: The Birth of a County

by Debi Murray and Steven Erdmann

G reat change can come out of the simplest on April 30, 1909,

conversations. For instance when Guy Metcalf, Gilchrist signed the AP s
former publisher of the aDooeraedtsnaking Pabnt = = %
commented to Louis Burkhardt, West Palm Beach Beach County official as “

business owner, that he thought Dade County was too of July F!of that year.

big, and that fAwe ought t oCobntyofficiala c ( own,
Burkhardt agreed and proceeded to gather a group of planned to celebrate the

like-minded men who wanted to whittle a new county  big event in conjunction gt

from the old. The group called themselves the County with the 4" of July ‘

Division Movement and they elected eight men to activities. Since the

oversee the division. This executive committee holiday was a Sunday j

included Burkhardt, Dr. Henry C. Hood, second that year, the party was : ! o

medical doctor on the lake; William I. Metcalf, lawyer held onthe 8. The all  George O. Butler, the father of Palm

and father to Guy; Richard J. Chillingworth, former ~ day celebration includei Beach County. Courtesy HSPBC.

Dade County sheriff and past West Palm Beach mayor;baseball games, track and field events, a barbecue

and Max Sirkin, Marion E. Gruber, A.P. Anthony,and | unch for al |l , and firework

John C. Stowers, all West Palm Beach business Ball. A brass band met all the trains bringing the

owners. The gentlemen made it very clear from the  celebrants into town. The West Palm Beach baseball
beginning that they were not seeking any public office team lost both matches of the dathe first to the

at the county level (many of them served in city Miami team, the second to Ft. Pierce. Thedftgvar
government), nor were they creating a fuss because thevas cancelled. But by all reports, everyone enjoyed
south end of the county weemsehes Thedireveortksadisplaiy was largerand t h e
al cohol i ssue whil e the monestipendoasitharaver seen indNest JalmBeaeht . 0
The County Division Movenuepnttbos tchoamp Itaiimet awads tthhea tFi r
while northern Dade County paid 60% of the taxes, it house on Datura and Poinsettia Streets was the icing on

did not receive its fair share of those monies. The the cake of a perfect day.
northern end of the county was in desperate need of George O. Butlerds | ife in
better roads and schools. with his success in pushing for Palm Beach County.

The first attempt at separation occurred in April He successfully ran again for the Florida legislature in

1907, and while the measure passed in the state senatel91® this time as a representative of Palm Beach

it failed in the state house of representatives. Since theCountyd where he supported the separation of Pinellas
Florida legislature only met every two years, the County from Hillsborough. He continued in politics at
County Division Movement had time to prepare for the the local level after that. First as Circuit Court Clerk
next meeting in 1909. Their first job was to find a (19131920 and again 193B240p where he

candidate who would support their petition in the state successfully helped create th&#lRudicial Circuit and

house of representatives. They found George O. as a West Palm Beach city commissioner from 1927

Butler, a man who would eventually be called the 1933. When he wasnot wor ki
Father of Palm Beach County. Although he had been an engineer with the firm of Butler, Barnett, & Taylor.

born in New Hampshire, Butler grew up in Dade The company surveying and grading on road projects
County and had worked as a surveyor and as the such as Cond the fibsstoll Fbadgronw a y
countybés tax assessor. BAest RalnpBeaxch to Okeenhebedand the raeat that w e d
George to travel extensively throughout the county and eventually became Southern Boulevard.

consequently he knew it well. He also agreed that The first county officials were: Commissioners W.

Dade County was too big. During his campaign for H. DaCamara, C. W. McPherson, R. H. Rousseau, H. J.
state representative from Dade County, he boldly statedNiblack, and E. F. Bowers; H. E. Stypmann, Tax

that his number one priority if elected was to push for Collector; Fred E. Fenno, Circuit Court Clerk; James
the creation of Palm Beach County. Butler and the M. Owens Sr., Tax Assessor; George B. Baker, Sheriff;
newly elected state senator from Dade County, T. M. Rickards, Jr., County Judge; C.C. Chillingworth,
Frederick M. Hudson, worked to pushed the bill County Attorney; J. C. Harris, School Superintendent;
through the state legislature. They succeeded and and J. L. Grier, Supervisor of Registration.

9 April 2010



The Story behind Tustenegee:

Pal m Beachos FI

by Debi Murray

O ne good thing about history is that it is not In subsequent meetings, the association members
static. A single little clue can lead to a reported what they had collected, such as the
completely new view of the past. Just such a clue and biographical information on William Jenkins Worth,
a series of serendipitous circumstances led to a new
entry in the chronology of post offices in what is now
Palm Beach County. It all started with the receipt of a
stack of photocopies a gentleman had collected over
the years. He loved history and made it his mission to
transcribe primary documents from various sources
which he then typed out for his own reference. A
quick glance revealed that some of the sources were
already held by the Historical Society but deeper
reading revealed much more, especially the meeting
minutes and articles collected from and about the
organization of local pioneers.

The Lake Worth Pioneer 6
was founded in 1904. At the time, theopical Sun

the areads first newspap for
creation of an associat. mi nd
old times and theorrection and perfectioof old time

records and the preservat ber 60s
editor, George Rowl ey, wr b hi st
of this section is both tive.
Elisha Newton Dimick agreed and placed an

advertisement in state n ettl e
who had been |iving in t befor
January 1, 1890,0 to att eet in

at the Free Reading Room in West Palm Beach. At

that meeting the attendees agreed to move thefttut

date for official pioneer status to January 1, 1893.
The compilation of meeting minutes and newspaper George S. Rowley. Courtesy HSPBC.

articles details the first Pioneer Picnic which was held for whom Lake Worth was named, and about what they

at Munyonds | sland on t heweweer asntdia |ofl ototkd nhy ofeoira, H mtce

on July 4, 1904, about t wwoorevgehkii ulimategoal tdwitea gr oup 6 s

founding. Theseventy hr ee at t end e e s comprehdnsivd pisheerfihstorg, the committee also

settlers, wives, and chi |lwiote&aricusfederal &nd statelydvegnment agenciey d ¢

comfort and yet Dbi g enougrdguettiog détaled informatibonsaboot Barlyf surveysd wh ¢

day included full hampers of food and plenty of music. maps, railroads, canals, agricultural information, and

By the end of July the officers of the group had created post offices.

a AHistorical and Revi si onThé&mos inieresting eotnmenthriertidned wha sarly

directed to collect mat e rpostalraute frofh$tallusgesand,the first post offitest a 0 f

all the pioneers firegar dINeamesousadportshadckadrived fomia agety ofaJBmi t t €

wanted fAto hear from t he Posa®OfficedepararentsvireWakhingioa, DC,famed in the

gentl emen who were her e ineetiigmiutes, sdcretsiry GeargeRowdey wrote

The Tustenegee 10
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ke Wor Office, 1 =5
Wwas succeeded by the Paim Bm :
Post Office, and the ea:-lkr title
was later taken by the cummunnyto

the south, present day Lake Worth. s e | : i
It was in the home of the first : o /

postmaster, Valorus O. Spencer. ¥ho
INIY

was appomted In ’560' A

Lake Worth Post Office Historical

Marker waslocatedon North Lake Trail. *=—= el e “ \l.. re -
It disappearedafter the Hurricanes of ] = - ) i
20042005 CourtesyHSPBC This 1881 Rand McNally map provides a clue to the location of the Tustenegee Post Office. Courtesy HSPBC.

parenthetically that AJ[ i ]JamewE Browh gasimdstert haas discamtmued in r s t
Officed TUSKINEEGEE® had been omi t Ocadber but restablished the following month with

This was the first time | had ever heard of anything Albert Geer as postmaster. Its final demise was March
other than Lake Worth as the first post office on the 11, 1879. This simple listing raised even more

lake. The same day | read this, | had occasiontovisit questi ons than did finding
the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach where theyminutes initially.

were setting up a map exhibit. To my immense First of all, who was James B. Brown? He is not
surprise, the very first map | examined showed mentioned in Charles Pierce
Tustenegee on Lake Worth. Although a different the resulting book entitleBioneer Life in Southeast
spelling than in the meeting minutes, it was close Florida as edited by Donald Curl, which is an excellent
enough, and merited further investigation. account of pioneer life on Lake Worth. He is not listed

After Hurricane Frances hit in 2004, the Historical in the 1870 or 1880 censuses for this area, so he must
Society offices were closed due to damage in the have arrived and departed in the years between. He
Paramount Building. For a time, it looked like didndét homestead in the are
Hurricane lvan was going to hit us as well, so | decided Florida land records. Cursory research on
some time in Washington, DC would offer a Ancestry.com lists far too many James B. Browns to
break from lack of electricity and a place to work, as  spend further time there. A real mystery man.
well as a chance to conduct research in the National On the other hand, there is quite a lot of information

Archives. | spent my time there looking through rolls  about Albert Geer available in the Historical Society
of microfilm and boxes of original documents relating archives and in secondary sources. Geer, his wife,
to the people, places, and events of our local history, Marion, their son, Everard, and their extended family
especially our postal past. Almost immediately | found arrived on the shores of Lake Worth in 1876. Albert
the microfilm roll containing the list of Dade County had two sisters, Anna and Ella, who had married

(as we were then) post offices. The first was Biscayne, brothers Frank and Elisha Dimick. Frank and Anna
the second Maama (later known as Miami), and the had three children and Elisha and Ella had one child
third was Tustenegee. What locals had always claimedwho made the trek to south Florida with them. The

as the first on Lake Worth was listed fifth, after the Di mi cks6 parent s, Moor e and
entry for Miami. This listing of post offices also south with the party.
included dates and the names of postmasters. Twenty years later, Marion wrote a memoir in which

Tustenegee was established February 27, 1877, with  she related their life on the lake. In it she wrote of

11 April 2010



of building their house, planting crops and tropical

trees, and the feeling of being cut off from the rest of

the world because of the lack of postal service. The

closest post office to the north was St. Lucie, sfikty

miles away, and sevenfive miles south was Miami,

then officially called Maama, but there was no carrier
service in between the two. Although she does not

mention a name or an exact year, there was a post

of fice on Lake Worth fAafter
but agai n, t here was fAino ca
of Nobl e A. Hul | to Congres
U.S. House of Representatives in November 1878 and
seated the following March. Since the post office Lake
Worth was not established until May 31, 1880, she

must have been referring to Tustenegee.

Frustratingly, she never mentions James B. Brown
or her husband as the postmasters, and with her
husband in charge, the post office would have been in
their own house. As postmaster, Geer would have
been earning something from the postage he sold. In
her memoir, Marion detailed some of the creative ways
they worked to generate a cash income. Since she did
not report any income from the post office, the money
from that source must have been minimal at best.

The closest we can get to a second supporting
source for Albert Geer as a postmaster (so far) is in his
obituary. Albert, Marion, and their two sons moved
(Levy was born in late 1879 or early 1880) to Union
City, Michigan, in 1886, so the children could attend
school. Albert died there on March 20, 1926. His
obituary named him as the first postmaster on Lake
Worth. While this fails to mention James B. Brown, it
is possible that Levy, with whom Albert was living at
the time of his death, had not ever heard of Mr. Brown.

) BEACH?

as part of their name. Another close sounding word
was spelled tuka-nuk-kee. Both words have their
root in the Creek word tastanagi which translates to
warrior. Did the local Seminoles call James B. Brown
warrior? Or did Brown know a Seminole called
Tustenegee (however it may have been spelled)? We
will perhaps never know.

The search to learn more about Tustenegee is not
P— ) over. There are document boxes in the National
S e | . ‘ Archives in Washington, DC full of post office

ot e W After all, Levy would not have known him as Brown
Pl d‘ i i\ had moved away long before his birth.
2.3 i < \l \\ The final question about the forgotten post office
O g .;': was its nam@ Tustenegee. Close variations of this
g
e Seminoles. Several Seminole leaders used Tustenugee
- v

o=
im
- -
\
\ 4 word can be found in several books about the
|
b=
b S

This map of the Lake Worth region shows the locations of the Lake

Worth, Palm Beach, Figulus, and Hypoluxo Post Offices Courtesy .
HSPBC Continued on page 27
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...Come Live It!

From spears and pioneers to hurricanes and
famous names, you'll love exploring the past
at South Florida's newest museum.

Located within the historic 1916 Courthouse
in downtown West Palm Beach, history
comes to life in two permanent galleries and
special exhibits. Come as a family or book a
group tour.

o=
};ﬁzlkanh(lmny!’knb 57 r\: ) .
ML ) ool Q MLTLJR»\L COUNCIL

The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museu
operated by the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

For more information, please visit: www.historicalsocietypbc.org
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