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From the Editors
The Tustenegee

Dear Reader,
In this new issue of The Tustenegee, readers will enjoy
articles about Palm Beach County’s oldest business,
Lainhart & Potter Building Materials, by Lainhart
descendant Martha McKenna; Evergladesdestiny written
by Palm Beach County archaeologist Christian Davenport;
a short history of Pioneer Linens reprinted with permission
from The Palm Beach Post; and an article about Charles
Barney Cory, a well-known ornithologist who established
the first museum in Palm Beach in the mid-1890s and is
said to have introduced golf to the resort. We also make
note of the upcoming centennial of the City of Lake Worth
in Did You Know.
The upcoming October issue will be dedicated to World
War II in Palm Beach County with articles about the secret
listening station at the Jupiter Lighthouse, Boca Raton
Army Air Field, Morrison Field, and more.
As always, we would like to thank our readers for their
enthusiasm and interest about The Tustenegee. We hope
you enjoy this issue of The Tustenegee, and we welcome
your comments and article submissions.
Sincerely,

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is a
non-profit organization whose mission is to stimulate
public appreciation for the rich history and cultural
heritage of Palm Beach County.
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
300 North Dixie Highway
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: (561) 832-4164
Fax: (561) 832-7965
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
www.pbchistoryonline.org
Mailing Address:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364
The contents of The Tustenegee are copyrighted by
the Historical Society of Palm Beach County. All
rights are reserved. Reprint of material is encouraged,
however; written permission from the Historical Society is required. The Historical Society disclaims any
responsibility for errors in factual material or statements of opinion expressed by contributors. The contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the editors, board, or staff of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
Inquiries and Contributions Write to:
Editor, The Tustenegee
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364

The Editors of The Tustenegee

Article submission: Please submit articles in Microsoft
Word format to the following email: rmarconi@historicalsocietypbc.org, with author’s full name, email, mailing address, and
phone number, and if applicable, organization. Once the article
has been reviewed, the author will be notified via email whether
or not it has been accepted for publication. Additional instructions will be sent about images, author biography, and photograph. The Historical Society of Palm Beach County reserves
the right to edit all articles. The editors follow the Chicago Manual of Style for writing. Authors submitting articles do so with
the understanding that they will not receive compensation.

The Tustenegee

The Tustenegee is a journal about Palm Beach County
history and is published online twice a year by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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This issue is generously
sponsored by
PNC Wealth Management.
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Palm Beach County’s Oldest Business
Lainhart and Potter Building Materials
by Martha McKenna

Since its inception in 1893,
Lainhart and Potter Building Materials
has become a staple in Florida
construction. Originally founded by
George W. Lainhart and George W.
Potter, the business has served the needs
of projects as grandiose as Henry M.
Flagler’s Hotel Royal Poinciana and as
modest as adding a screen porch to a
house.
After serving as a carpenter’s
apprentice for several years, George W.
Lainhart, a native of Albany, New York,
made his way to Titusville, Florida, and
secured a government contract to carry
mail and occasional passengers by boat
along the east coast of Florida. After
three years, he returned to New York
briefly. A visit from his brother, William,
convinced him he should return to
Florida.
George W. Potter and his brother, Dr.
Richard Potter, came to Florida from
Cincinnati due to George’s health.
George
Lainhart
and
George
Potter became active organizing and
participating in civic duties. George
Lainhart was also piloting mail boats,
surveying land, and exercising his
building skills. Eventually, Lainhart

The founders of Lainhart and Potter, George W. Lainhart (left) and George
W. Potter (right). Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

was contracted to build an awesome
estate with marble floors, mahogany
staircases, and custom moldings for
a Mr. McCormick. The home was
later sold to Henry M. Flagler. In fact,
Lainhart also constructed many of the
other early buildings in the area such as
the first schoolhouse (1886) and R.R.
McCormick’s house, Seagull Cottage
(1886). These buildings were known for
their durability, withstanding the test of
hurricane force winds.
Both Lainhart and Potter collaborated
in building Flagler’s Hotel Royal
Poinciana. Flagler, who hired the two
carpenters, was so pleased with their
work that he encouraged them to supply
him with building materials in the future.
In 1893 Colonel E.R. Bradley advised
George Lainhart to open a building

materials business to supply Henry
Flagler and others. It was then, with
the help of a loan from Bradley, that
Lainhart & Potter Building Materials
was conceived.
Flagler’s railroad created a real estate
boom which allowed L&P to prosper.
The first lumberyard was on Gardenia
Street in West Palm Beach. The yard
included stables for the mules that
brought incoming lumber from the docks
at the end of Clematis Street.
In 1921, due to his failing health, Potter
sold his interest in the company. Lainhart
left the company’s name unchanged out
of respect for his partner. In the 1920s,
a second land boom brought the need
for a larger lumberyard, so the Gardenia
Street location moved to a new site on
25th Street. A Jupiter yard was added in
Continued on page 28

Fleet of trucks belonging to Lainhart & Potter, ca. 1930s.
Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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Curiosity, Discovery, Engagement…
The Richard and Pat Johnson
Palm Beach County History Museum
a remarkable experience

The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
is operated by the Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Open Tuesday-Saturday/10:00 am-5:00 pm
300 North Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
(561) 832-4164
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
www.pbchistoryonline.org
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Evergladesdestiny

I

love the Glades! I love the land, the people, the pace of time, the food, and the
culture. Each community has its own identity, feel, way, and history. Sure, the
area has its problems, but even with its problems all of the Glades people share a pride
and a connection to the land that is more often associated with the “fly over states”
than with Palm Beach County. This is because the entire area’s focus is on agriculture,
and historically the entire Glades region represents America’s last frontier. One must
remember America’s “Wild West” was long-settled when the towns in the Everglades were
just being conceived. As a result of the combination of these facts, the people of the Glades
are very attuned to the environment and don’t quit trying to improve their way of life.

Bean Fair, Belle Glade, 1938. Courtesy
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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The Glades area, 1947 Standard Oil Road Map.
Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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Have you ever wondered where the term the
“Glades” came from? It doesn’t appear
on any maps. Which communities are
included in the area depends on whom
you ask and from where that person
came. For example, people on the coasts
will not always include Moorehaven or
Clewiston in the “Glades” communities.
Yet most people in the western
communities would include them. In
short, the term refers to a collection of
communities that are located in the area
of the former Everglades concentrated
around Lake Okeechobee. Historically,
these communities were referred to
collectively as the “Everglades Towns”
or “those towns in the Everglades.”
These names were shortened to “the
Glades” sometime in the late 1940s.
However, in the earliest part of the 20th
century you were more likely to hear the
term “Sawgrass Towns” when referring
to the western communities. The earliest
developments were Okeelanta and
Glades Crest/ Gladescrest. These two
towns were literally surveyed, platted,
and cut out of the sawgrass marshes
south of Lake Okeechobee.
To understand the Everglades- all
of the Everglades- one must accept
the fact that the area is a mosaic of
diverse and dynamic ecotones that

are greatly affected by environmental
conditions. This diversity is not a recent
phenomenon. When the area is viewed
in a geological time frame, the area
that encompasses today’s Everglades
has been everything from ocean floor
to a shoreline, to a massive grassy
plain, to a swamp, to today’s mixture of
farmland and wetlands. Humans have
likely occupied the area that is/was the
Everglades for the last 12,000 years.
Starting in the Pleistocene Epoch (2.6
million to 11,700 years ago), the area
was a mosaic of pine flatwoods and
grasslands. Paleontologically, it is known
that during this time the area was home
to mammoths, mastodons, horses, bison,
and deer. Then, during the Holocene
(about 8,000 years ago), the area slowly
changed from the grassy plain into the
“drowned” grassy quagmire the early
explorers named the Everglades. One
fact is a constant: as long as humans
have lived in the area, they have tried to
change it to suit their needs.
The communities in the northern
Everglades were founded and developed
under the paradigm of manifest destiny.
Under this doctrine, the population had
a duty to expand and, when required,
bend nature to its will. Case in point,
the swamps, sloughs, and lakes of the

Background photograph of a dredge in the Everglades.
Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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Everglades needed to be controlled to
benefit humanity. What becomes clear is
that the history of the Glades area is so
intertwined with its environment that one
cannot be understood without taking into
account the other. Simply put, the history
of the northern Everglades, including
Lake Okeechobee, is punctuated by
economic boom and bust cycles that are
the result of early settlers impacting the
ecology of the area.
Several major economic booms have
occurred in the northern Everglades
region. These are the efforts in draining
Lake Okeechobee, commercial hunting
and fishing, and commercial agriculture.
These boom periods were followed
by five ecological busts. These were
the draining of Lake Okeechobee
and surrounding landscape, the
introduction of water hyacinths, the over
exploitation of various animal species,
the deforestation and removal of native
vegetation, and the canalizing of the
surrounding lands culminating with the
impoundment of Lake Okeechobee.
The initial economic boom for the
northern everglades occurred during the
1890s with Hamilton Disston’s plans to
drain the “excess” water from the area.
The focus of this effort was centered
on Lake Okeechobee. Disston and his

Hamilton Diston.
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Plowing the endless crop fields in the Glades, ca. 1950s. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

partners poured hundreds of thousands
of dollars into all sectors of the region’s
blossoming economies. They canalized
rivers, removed timber, promoted land
sales (their lands), and as a result the
railroad barons of the day brought rail
lines into the region. In the end what
Disston accomplished was lowering
Lake Okeechobee by four feet and losing
millions. Lowering Lake Okeechobee
was the first major ecological change
directly attributable to the actions of
humans in the Everglades. No solid
scientific data exists to show exactly
how this affected the area but there was
clearly habitat loss for aquatic animals
and plants which in turn led to the
expansion of grasses.
The second economic boom came in
the form of professional hunters. These
hardened souls were the first nonnative American peoples to inhabit the
Everglades during the historic period.
Hunting was unregulated and as a result,

as one species became endangered and,
in the worst case, extinct, a replacement
was found. This is best exemplified by
river otters and raccoons. River otter
pelts brought the greatest amount of
money but when they became scarce,
raccoon pelts increased in value. Plume
hunters (bird hunters) in the region earned
the most money of all the commercial
hunter types, supplying the demand
for stuffed dead birds and bird feathers
to adorn women’s hats. The removal
of these species greatly impacted the
environment. Once the predators like
otters, raccoons, egrets, and herons were
removed from the environment, prey
species, primarily fish, dramatically
increased. This helped to create the third
economic boom.
Commercial catfishing on Lake
Okeechobee began around 1900 and
became the most profitable of the early
economic industries in the northern
Everglades. A record 6,500,000 pounds
11

of catfish were removed from the lake
in 1924. Millions of dollars were made
annually shipping catfish out of the
lake for approximately thirty years.
The eventual collapse of this industry
was the result of the third ecological
impact. The next impact was the result
of a combination of factors including
the introduction of large seine nets
which allowed tons of fish to be caught
in a single haul and the dikeing of the
southern end of Lake Okeechobee.
In 1925 farmers demanded an earthen
dike be constructed around the southern
end of the lake to protect their crops
from periods of high water. This was
constructed of local muck soils and was
crudely made. While it leaked badly, it
worked well enough to cut off the flow
of water to the rivers that existed around
the lake. These very rivers served as the
breeding grounds and nurseries for many
fish species. A lack of breeding grounds
combined with overfishing led to an
April 2012

economic bust but set the stage for the
next economic boom.
With the land “drained,” or at least
draining, agricultural efforts were
taking off, including cattle ranching.
Cattleman Eli Morgan brought water
hyacinths from the St. Johns River area
to the canals throughout the northern
Everglades. His thinking was that
these plants would be a food source for
the blossoming cattle industry in the
region. These plants, while small in size,
multiplied quickly and brought all barge
and boat travel through the Everglades
to a stop. Historic photographs show
people standing on the surface of canals
being supported by the hyacinths. Until
a means of controlling these plants
was found, they had a major economic
impact on both the interior and coastal
communities.
Around 1905-1928 the entire Glades
region was being promoted worldwide
as the last frontier with the newest,
cheapest, and most profitable farmland
ever discovered. It became clear farming

was set to far surpass any of the profits
made by all the previous economic
undertakings combined. During this
time two ecological impacts were
occurring simultaneously; these were
the successful draining of the “excess”
water followed by the clearing of the
land. With the main drainage canals and
thousands of lateral canals excavated,
the water could be “controlled.” With the
land dry the pond apple forest and the
extensive sawgrass plains on the eastern
and southern sides of Lake Okeechobee
were removed. These two processes
resulted in the muck soils desiccating,
subsiding, and burning, earning the
area the name “The land of a thousands
smokes.”
The last ecological impact occurred
following the thousands of deaths during
the 1926 and 1928 hurricanes. After
these storms the federal government
constructed the Herbert Hoover
Dike. The dike was the last hurdle in
overcoming the Everglades. While the
dike contained the source of the waters

Burning bodies in Belle Glade following the 1928 hurricane.
Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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for the Everglades, it had an unexpected
effect in that it isolated the lake from its
natural and cultural surroundings. The
early pioneers learned the hard way to
fear the power of the lake but used the
lake and its canals to transport goods to
the rest of the world. As the lake was
cut off and canals were blocked, towns
began to shrink and eventually fail as a
result of isolation.
Looking to the future, two more
ecological impacts await the former
northern Everglades. The first is the
depletion of muck soils and the second
is large-scale mining. The fact is that
the muck soils which have been the
economic engines of most of south
Florida will eventually become depleted.
Land owners in the Glades area are
looking for a means to keep their land
profitable. To this end, several largescale rock mines (3,000 acres and up)
are planned for the Glades area. Current
thinking is the depleted mines can be
used to hold excess water from Lake
Okeechobee.

However, such a gesture is sophomoric
at best; after all, how will holding water
turn a profit? An alternative idea is to
use the former mines to grow exotic
algae for use in the production of biofuel. Given Florida’s problems with the
accidental release of exotic life forms,
the risks associated with this latter
idea must be carefully evaluated. For
example, in 1949 a hurricane dropped
unprecedented amounts of rain causing
canals in the region to overflow. So
much water fell, a sheet flow of water
covered the entire region. What would
result if a similar scenario released an
exotic algae throughout the Everglades
and its interconnected canals?
Although cliché, the axiom holds true.
Those who do not learn from history are
doomed to repeat past mistakes. Nowhere
has this lesson been more overlooked
more often than by “outsiders” trying to
turn a profit in the Everglades. In light
of the facts presented when examining
the history and the future of the Glades
area, it becomes necessary to ask, “Did

Bottom: Harvest time in the Glades, 1920s,
courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach
County; middle: a section of the 1935
Everglades Drainage District map showing
part of the Glades, courtesy Historical Society
of Palm Beach County; right: photograph of
the Muck Subsidence Meter at the Everglades
Research and Education Center in Belle
Glade, 2011, courtesy Richard A. Marconi.

Continued on page 28
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How has Pioneer Linens
lasted 100 years?
‘It feels like home
by Jan Tuckwood, Palm Beach Post Writer
Re-printed with permission by The Palm Beach Post

When Toby Keller’s daughter, Chelsea, got
engaged, Keller knew what they must do: Go to
Pioneer Linens so the bride-to-be could learn how
a proper lady handles proper linens. There was just
one woman who could teach her: Penny Murphy,
president of Pioneer and Keller’s longtime friend.

Drawing of the original Pioneer Linens storefront.
Courtesy Penny Murphy.
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Linens are Murphy’s lineage, after all.
She is the granddaughter of the man
who founded Pioneer 100 years ago
and the daughter of the dapper George
Greenberg, the “Mayor of Clematis
Street,” who ran Pioneer for 60 years
and turned it into a destination. For
young ladies like Chelsea, this is a rite of
passage: You get the diamond ring, then
you get the Pioneer lesson.
How to fold a napkin. How to set a
table. How to tell the difference between
600-thread-count sheets you can buy at
Home Goods for $100 and Italian-made
1,020-thread-count sheets you can buy
at Pioneer for 20 times that price.
If you touch these Italian sheets, you
know: They are well beyond anything at
Bed, Bath & Beyond.
If you grew up in Palm Beach County, as
Toby Keller did, you know: Pioneer is not
just a store. It is a purveyor of a genteel
way of life, a life that four generations of
Murphy’s family have nurtured in four
generations of customers.
As a child, Keller dried off with
monogrammed towels from Pioneer. As
a bride, she opened her gift registry at
Pioneer. As a mom, she hauled Chelsea
and her bridesmaids to Pioneer for the
ultimate “ABC’s of linens.”
They discovered Italian sheets and
French shams and napkins handembroidered in Madeira, Portugal, and
lovely $30 linen handkerchiefs, like the
kind your grandmother carried in her
purse.
They learned the difference between a
bolster and a boudoir pillow, between
percale and sateen.
They learned that quality costs - and
quality lasts. The towels Keller got for
her own wedding held out for 37 years!
“Pioneer sets the stage for what is
fine and excellent,” Keller says, “in
product and in service.” That is why it
has survived for a century - through two
World Wars, a Depression, booms and
busts and downtown flight.
Pioneer Linens has changed with the
times - and also not changed with them
in one crucial way.
As Penny Murphy says: “There will
always be people who want civility.”
The Tustenegee

From hardware store
to luxury linens boutique
Pioneer opened in 1912, the same
year the Titanic sank, taking so many
Victorian traditions of civility down with
it.
Lake Worth was barely settled, let
alone civil, when Max Greenberg
opened his “Pioneer Hardware” store
there. Settlers needed chicken wire and
mosquito nets more than handkerchiefs
and sheets. They also needed kerosene
lamps, since Lake Worth didn’t have
electricity yet.
When more houses sprang up, Max
added furniture, and by 1924, Pioneer
Hardware and Furniture was the biggest
retailer around. But the 1928 hurricane
destroyed the store - prompting Max
to move to 210 Clematis St. in West
Palm Beach - and the Depression forced
a change in merchandise. Expensive
furniture was out. Sheets and tablecloths
were in.
After World War II, when soldiers
moved to Palm Beach County in droves,
Pioneer helped welcome the boys
home and also kept their young wives
entertained with stunts like bed-making
contests. (One advertisement from
the ‘50s explains how “a team of two
married women” would be “judged on
speed and neatness.”)
By then, Max’s son, George, was in
charge, and he narrowed the store’s
focus, turning Pioneer into a boutique
linens retailer - a destination store for
discerning customers from around the
world.
Other stores left downtown for the
mall, but George stayed put - buying a
lot across the street where his customers
could park, launching a mail-order
business and serving his customers’
needs with custom bedding and enough
stock on hand for surprise seasonal
guests.
Round bed? No problem, Pioneer’s
got a sheet for that. Fifty friends flying
in tomorrow for a beach party? No
problem, Pioneer’s got plenty of cabanastriped towels to deliver in time.
“Anybody can run a business,” George
would tell his children, “but not anybody
16

can run a profitable business.”
Daughter Penny had no intention of
running the store at all. She earned
a master’s degree in early childhood
education and ran a school for several
years in Wellington. When her three
children - Alan, 31, Marissa, 29, and
Camille, 26 - were born, she became “the
ultimate room mother,” volunteering and
running fundraisers.
One fundraiser raised so much money,
her father couldn’t help but take notice.
“You need to come over here and help
me introduce Pioneer to (interior)
designers,” he told her. 		
It was the ‘90s, the era of McMansions
- with lots of bedrooms and bathrooms
and aspirational owners who wanted
to impress with crystal soap dishes and
gold-dusted toilet brushes.
When “the Mayor of Clematis Street”
died in 2007 at 92, Penny took the
reins at Pioneer. She made a crucial
business move - she started the www.
pioneerlinens.com website, which now
accounts for 25 percent of sales - and
also added a dose of woman’s intuition.
“Think of your little white tablecloth
like you think of your little black dress,”
she tells women. “Change the accessories
and get a whole new look.”
Lessons from ‘Papa’ George
Penny’s children all work at Pioneer.
Marissa is the Internet manager and heads
new business development. Camille
directs marketing and advertising. Alan,
the vice president, is the heir apparent
and the chip off the George Greenberg
block.
Ask Alan Murphy for a couple of
Papa George-isms, and he does not
hesitate: “‘Cheaters never prosper!’”
His grandfather - who worked six days
a week all his life and always had a
trip planned, often to Paris, “to have
something to look forward to” - taught
Alan the meaning of work and money.
Alan got his first retail job at age 10,
stocking shoes at Sunrise Bootery in
Palm Beach, and by 14, he worked at
Palm Beach Bicycle Trail Shop, learning
how to cater to a seasonal crowd.
At Palm Beach Atlantic College, he

Pioneers Linens on Clematis Street, West Palm Beach, 1960s-1970s. Courtesy Penny Murphy.

started his own business - a college
discount guide, where students could use
their IDs to get deals at 150 local stores.
It was clear Alan had that family knack
of discovering niche markets.
When he graduated from college, his
grandfather put him through the paces
- making him work in every area of the
store, from shipping to the sales floor,
for one year.
“Then, my grandfather and mother
pulled me into the office and said: ‘All
right, kid, now what are you going
to do?’ “ Alan recalls. Alan’s move:
Launching a yacht-linens division.
Today, five years later, Pioneer is one
of the largest providers of linens for the
yachting interiors market.
George Greenberg lived long enough
to see his family business was in solid

hands.
“One hundred percent year-over-year
growth in the yacht division,” Alan says.
“My grandfather was astonished that the
opportunity was out there.”
He was not astonished at all that the
kid who mined that opportunity was the
boy who grew up watching him.
‘My grandmother brought me here’
Greenberg instilled in his family the
values that Pioneer stands for, Alan says.
The key thing: “Integrity. If there’s a
problem, we’ll fix it. If others say it can’t
be done, we’ll do it.”
Pioneer gets its linen vendors to do
amazing things, Alan says, because in
many cases, Pioneer was among the first
clients the vendors had. Longevity has
its rewards. Pioneer Linens is woven
17

into the fabric of Palm Beach County
memory, as sure as sateen yarns are
twisted to give sheets a slight sheen.
Customers come in all the time, Penny
Murphy says, and get a little misty-eyed.
“My grandmother brought me here,”
they say. Customers like Toby Keller and
Ellen Wight, who grew in Lake Worth,
keep coming back. Wight recently bought
a bed skirt there because she wanted a
tailored style, and she knew Pioneer
would have it. She is not a wealthy
Palm Beacher - she’s just a woman who
grew up loving beautiful things, like the
monogrammed baby blankets she buys
for friends who welcome newborns. At
Pioneer, she finds civility. And one more
lovely, intangible thing: “It feels like
home.”
April 2012

Pioneers Linens, 2011. Courtesy Penny Murphy.

Pioneer over the years:
From chicken wire to luxury linens
1912
Max Greenberg stocked Pioneer with
everything an early tent-dwelling settler
could want – hardware, mosquito nets
and kerosene lamps – when he opened
his store in downtown Lake Worth.
(Max also helped establish Palm Beach
County’s first synagogue, Temple Beth
Israel, in 1923.)
THE ‘50S
The ‘50s brought an influx of servicemen
and their wives to Palm Beach County,
and Pioneer helped furnish their homes
and entertained them with stunts like
‘bed-making contests.’
TODAY
KNOWN FOR LUXURY: Pioneer
Linens is now known worldwide and
The Tustenegee

gets 25 percent of its business from the
Internet - but many customers are local
and loyal. With high-end linens like the
Madeira napkin/placemat set, ‘Pioneer
sets the stage for what is fine and
excellent,’ one lifelong shopper says.
These people know sheets! So, what
do THEY sleep on? Penny Murphy and
son Alan choose 1,020-thread-count,
Italian-woven, Egyptian cotton sateen
Sferra Amante sheets, which sell for
$2,133 for a king-size set. ‘I live the
epitome of what I sell,’ says Alan, who
also devised a custom body pillow for
himself that Pioneer calls ‘The Other
Woman’ and Alan calls ‘a life-changer.’
It sells for $660.
White and ivory rule the sheet world.
Thirty percent of all the sheets Pioneer
sells are white or ivory, Penny Murphy
says.
Does Donald Trump sleep on Pioneer
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sheets? The Murphys don’t drop names.
But they are having their centennial
party, the Legacy of Linens Luncheon, at
Trump’s home, Mar-a-Lago, on Tuesday
[February 7, 2012].
It’s not just the thread count that
matters. Thread count is simply the
number of threads per square inch of
fabric, but other factors, such as fiber
quality and finishing, are as important
to quality. Cotton is like an artichoke or
celery, Penny Murphy explains: Rough
fibers surround a delicate center. The
best linens are made from the finest part
of the cotton and finished in an intricate
process to seal the fibers.
What’s a good 100th birthday gift? An
exclusive tea towel.
French linen designer Yves Delorme
created a cotton jacquard tea towel to
commemorate Pioneer’s big birthday.
		
Continued on page 28

Juan Ponce de León’s
Voyages to La Florida
1513 & 1521
A new special exhibit opening November 2012
To mark the 500th anniversary of
Juan Ponce de León claiming La Florida for Spain
At the Richard and Pat Johnson
Palm Beach County History Museum
Learn about Juan Ponce de León and life as he knew it,
especially aboard ship, in the 16th century. Discover the
legends surrounding Ponce and his successes and failures.
Ultimately, through understanding the challenges Juan
Ponce de León faced and the pressures of exploration he
and other conquistadors had to surmount,
visitors will understand why
it took more than fifty
years for Spain to establish
a permanent colony in La Florida.

Richard and Pat Johnson
Palm Beach County History Museum
300 N. Dixie Hwy, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561.832.4164
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
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Palm Beach Museum
Founder and Golfer
The Forgotten
Charles Barney Cory
by Richard A. Marconi

O

ur forgotten past occasionally
comes to light quite by accident.
Researchers
looking
for
information about a particular topic
sometimes uncover other interesting
information about an entirely different
subject. This is the case here.
Some time ago, I found a reference for
the Florida Museum of Natural History
in Palm Beach from the 1890s. This was
a shock because I had never heard of
a museum in Palm Beach that early in
our county’s history. Besides, I thought
the Florida Museum of Natural History
was in Gainesville at the University
of Florida. I found out the museum in
Gainesville was established in 1891 but
did not take its current name until the
1980s. I filed this information in the back
of my mind to study it when I had time.
In 2008 while researching information
about the 1903 Breakers hotel fire, I read
in the local Tropical Sun newspaper that
C.B. Cory’s Museum and Curio Shop
had burned along with The Breakers.
I was now determined to find out who
C.B. Cory was, his contributions to our
local history, and more about the first
The Tustenegee

museum in Palm Beach.
Ornithologist, adventurer, author,
golfer, museum curator, and museum
founder, Charles Barney Cory (18571921) developed a passion for nature
and the study of birds early in life. As a
noted author, Cory wrote and published
dozens of books and articles about nature
and birds. He was named curator of
ornithology and later curator of zoology
at Chicago’s Columbian Field Museum
of Natural History. He even dabbled with
song writing and psychiatry. Professor
Cory, a title conferred upon him by
the trustees of the Columbian Field
Museum, founded Palm Beach’s first
museum in 1895 and, as I discovered, he
may have been the man who introduced
golf to Palm Beach.
Cory was born in Boston in 1857. His
father, Barney Cory, was involved in
the import business, dealing silk, wines,
and other luxury goods, from which he
made his fortune enough for his son to
have a life of leisure. As a child, Charles
was educated in Boston private schools
and Harvard University’s Lawrence
Scientific School then Boston Law
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School, both briefly. He eventually
left school to pursue traveling and
ornithology.
At an early age, Charles developed an
interest in outdoor activities. His father
saw to it that Charles learned how to
shoot, box, fence, ride, and engage in
athletics. This physical activity prepared
Charles for a life in the field pursuing
his interest in nature. When he was a
teenager, he took a journey through
the forests of Maine. On his trip Cory
gained an interest in natural history and
shortly thereafter he began collecting
birds. His collection would reach 19,000
specimens. Cory would also engage in
and excel at golf, pistol marksmanship,
and billiards, winning the Massachusetts
Championship under an assumed name.
Cory’s interest in ornithology led
him to join the Nuttal Ornithological
Club in the mid-1870s. Later, in 1883,
Cory became a founding member of the
American Ornithology Union serving
in various positions in the organization
until 1905.
He continued his travels searching out
and collecting different birds and writing

about the avian species he encountered.
In 1878 he visited the Magdalen Islands
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and wrote
A Naturalist in the Magdalen Islands
(1878). That same year he traveled
to the Bahamas Islands and in 1879
Cory published Birds of the Bahamas.
Cory followed up this trip with visits
to Europe and Haiti. He made his first
visit to Florida traveling with a friend. It
was this trip that inspired Cory to write
Southern Rambles (1881), a diary about
his Florida trip, published under the
pseudonym of Owen Nox.
In 1882 Cory’s father died and shortly
thereafter, so did his mother and sister.
The family fortune passed to Cory
allowing him to follow a life of leisure.
A year after the death of his father, he
married Harriet W. Peterson. They had
two children, daughter Marion, and
son Charles B. Cory, Jr. Harriet would
accompany her husband on many of
his expeditions into the wilderness.
The couple purchased 1,000 acres near
Hyannis, Massachusetts, where they
established a game preserve protecting
non-game birds.
Cory was very busy in the 1880s. He
published The Beautiful and Curious
Birds of the World (1883) with colored
plates. His original color engraving of
the Great Auk appeared on the cover of
the publication The Auk. His next book,
The Birds of Haiti and San Domingo,
appeared in 1885, followed by List of
the Birds of the West Indies (1885-86)
and The Birds of the West Indies (1889).
In 1887 the Boston Society of Natural
History elected Cory to the honorary
position of Curator of Birds, a position
he held for almost two decades.
By 1892, Cory had amassed a
collection of 19,000 bird specimens
from his travels throughout the United
States, Canada, Europe, Mexico, and
the Caribbean. Eventually his collection
was too enormous for him to keep at his
Boston home. He sold his house that year
and his bird specimens were transferred
to the Museum of Boston Society.
The following year, the World’s
Columbian Exposition was held in
Chicago and the Columbian Field

Charles Barney Cory.

Museum in Chicago (later re-named The
Field Museum of Natural History) was
organized. Several of Cory’s friends were
trustees of the museum and were aware
of Cory’s huge ornithological collection.
After the museum opened, the trustees
were able to convince Cory to move
his ornithology collection and his avian
library of 600 volumes to the Columbian
Field Museum. They agreed to establish
the Department of Ornithology with
Cory as the Curator of the department
with non-residency requirements; thus
Cory was able to continue his travels
and wildlife research. He made regular
appearances at the museum for work
and lectures. The museum added an
assistant curator to the department to
oversee the daily care of the collection,
which became the basis of the museum’s
ornithological reference collection.
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Return to Florida
In the winter of 1885 Cory returned to
Florida. After this visit, he would return
to winter in Florida for the next twenty
years. After Henry M. Flagler built the
Hotel Royal Poinciana and extended
the Florida East Coast Railroad to Palm
Beach, Cory began wintering at the island
resort, where he would leave his mark on
the resort community. During his winter
visits Cory traveled throughout Florida
and the Everglades.
In the winter of 1894-95 he arrived on
Palm Beach and made the Hotel Royal
Poinciana his base of operations for his
south Florida expeditions, including
New River, Biscayne Bay, and the
Everglades. He collected specimens and
information for his book Hunting and
Fishing in Florida (1896). During his
winter vacations in Palm Beach, Cory
April 2012

Charles Cory with a Florida panther he shot in the Everglades, ca. 1895. From Hunting and Fishing in Florida (1896).

also socialized with and entertained
prominent figures including Henry
Flagler, actor Joseph Jefferson, and
Admiral George Dewey.
While researching his book Hunting
and Fishing in Florida, Cory identified
the Florida Panther as one of at least
twenty puma subspecies. Cory named
the panther Felis concolor Floridana.
The name was later changed to Felis
Concolor Coryi to honor Cory (and
because Floridana was already used
for a bobcat). During Cory’s career he
described many new species of birds;
seven of them were named after Cory.
In south Florida, Cory and his wife
were exploring the area and collecting
specimens for the Columbian Field
Museum. Near Palm Beach the party
came upon a female panther. While
attempting to photograph the panther,
Cory was injured when the treed feline
The Tustenegee

leaped upon him and his camera. One
of Cory’s assistants shot the fierce cat
before Cory was killed. The naturalist
was left with injuries on his face and
body.
Cory’s Museum
In 1894 Henry M. Flagler suggested
Cory establish a museum in Palm
Beach. Flagler’s Hotel Royal Poinciana
had opened in February 1894, and the
wealthy winter visitors needed different
things to do while wintering in Palm
Beach; a museum would add to the
variety of area attractions.
The following year, Cory paid Flagler
$1,700 for property located near the
beach on the south side of the area where
the Palm Beach Inn (later re-named The
Breakers) would open in 1896. The
two-story, 40-foot by 100-foot museum
building was completed in 1895 in time
22

for the 1895-1896 winter season. The
building was painted yellow with white
trim and was referred to as “pretty and
ornamental looking.” On the east side of
the museum building, the Inn’s bathing
casino would later be located.
The museum exhibits displayed the
flora and fauna of Florida. When the
Florida Museum of Natural History (not
to be confused with the current museum
of the same name at the University of
Florida, Gainesville) opened to visitors
in 1895, they were treated to exhibits
featuring Florida birds; mammals
including the Florida panther; alligators,
one of which was caught at the southern
end of Lake Worth; American crocodile;
and collections of Seminole Indian
artifacts and clothing. The collections
also included insects, shells, other
reptiles, and fish. Cory charged a small
fee but on certain days the entrance

change was waived. Like
Florida, Heim sold both live
most establishments in Palm
and stuffed creatures. An
Beach during this period, the
advertisement in The Palm
museum closed at the end of
Beach Daily News, stated,
the season.
“Proof of his [Heim’s] skill
By the beginning of the
is shown in the museum
1898 season, The Palm
where [there] are many
Beach Daily News reported,
pieces of his work” were
“The
Florida
Museum
display. Heim’s taxidermy
of Natural History was a
was located in the museum
popular attraction with the
building from at least 1898
tourists.” Cory had made
to 1900.
additions that included cages
One of the most notable
of live wild animals and
Palm Beach jewelry stores,
snakes and a fish aquarium.
Greenleaf and Crosby,
He now offered a museum,
who had a store-front at
aquarium, and zoo. The
the Hotel Royal Poinciana,
caged animals on display
leased a space in the
included the Florida wildcat,
building beginning in 1898.
Florida black bear with two
However, it is unclear if the
cubs, otter, fox, some owls,
outlet was still located in
and an alligator. There were
the building in 1903 when
both poisonous and nonit burned down during The
poisonous snakes from south
Breakers fire. Also in 1898,
Florida in the snake house.
Chicago’s world famous
The large aquarium featured
Griffith’s Millinery opened
a variety of saltwater fish.
a pallor at the museum. By
The museum exhibits were
an agreement with Henry
An advertisement for the Florida Museum of Natural History,
also enlarged to include a
Flagler in 1896 and 1901,
The Palm Beach Daily News, March 30, 1898.
mounted manatee, bears,
Cory also leased office space
sharks, flamingos, and herons. The Palm
to
Flagler’s
business company.
The article continues,
Beach Daily News declared, “The entire
J.N. Mulford, in a letter titled “A Palm
museum is full of interest and should be
Beach Privilege,” to the editor of The
“No one who visits Palm Beach
visited by all visitors to Palm Beach.”
Tropical Sun newspaper in February
or West Palm Beach can afford
The 1903 issue of The Palm Beach
1898, wrote that the “Museum was a Palm
to miss a trip to Prof. C.B. Cory’s
Daily News Souvenir Number provides a
Beach privilege.” Mulford continued by
zoological museum….It is a
description of what one would encounter
saying the word “museum” is not good
most complete and scientifically
upon entering the museum:
enough for the “repository of the fauna
arranged
collection,
nobly
for Florida.” The museum exhibit rooms
representing the fauna of Florida
“As one enters he sees before him
were “remarkable treasures of animal
and is a tribute to Mr. Cory’s skill
in a large case two monstrous
life of this region.”
with the rifle on innumerable
reptiles side by side, an alligator
With such high praise, it is unfortunate
expeditions to the heart of
and a crocodile. It was not until
that Palm Beach’s first museum would
the wild Everglades country,
recent years that the crocodile
meet a tragic end. In June 1903, fire
attended by hardships and adding
[was known to exist] in North
erupted at The Breakers hotel just across
new triumphs to science.”
America…he lies, full twelve
Pine Walk, the path between the hotel
Besides housing Palm Beach’s first and the museum that led to the beach.
feet long, a silent witness to
museum, Cory’s building also had three At 11:30 am, June 9, 1903, fire leaped
his own existence…his cousin,
office/store spaces. Taxidermist William from the hotel roof and quickly spread
the alligator, who long claimed
Heim, whose specialty was mounting throughout the wooden structure. By
sole right to Florida’s waters,
birds and and fish to order, occupied one 3:00 pm, the wings of the hotel building
lies beside him, a giant of equal
space. Heim also sold Florida curios, collapsed, and the smoke from the
size, and every characteristic
rare seashells, and fishing tackle. With inferno could be seen 80 miles away.
difference between them is plainly
an abundance of alligators in south As the flames consumed the hotel, they
to be noted.”
23

April 2012

This map is based on the 1903 Sanborn Insurance Map. It shows The Breakers, a portion of The Breakers Casino (upper right), and just
below that, the building that was Cory’s Florida Museum of Natural History.

jumped to Cory’s museum building and
to The Breakers Casino just next door.
Locals and firemen fighting the blaze
resorted to dynamite to blow out the
verandas to keep the fire from spreading
to other surrounding structures.
Located across the golf grounds and to
the southeast of the museum were Cory’s
Zoo and a new hospital building. Men
rushed to the structures and climbed
up to the roofs to extinguish any hot
embers blown by the wind. They kept
these buildings from the same fate as the
museum, casino, and hotel. By evening
The Tustenegee

The Breakers hotel and casino, and the
Florida Museum of Natural History lay
in smoldering ruins. Only a few of the
valuable specimens from the museum
were saved before the building was
consumed by the conflagration.
Two months after the fire, Cory began
discussing the sale of his property with
Henry Flagler. Cory asked that three
uninterested men be appointed to place
a valuation on the property. Flagler, on
the other hand, was opposed to this;
he did not want this type of valuation
on what he considered such an earning
24

power. Thus, negotiations were off to
a rocky beginning. In September Cory
submitted to Flagler a selling price of
$35,000. Flagler considered the price
for the property to be highway robbery.
At the same time Cory was trying to sell
the land, he wanted to convert his zoo
building into a home.
Flagler made a counter offer of $7,000$10,000 for the land which Cory turned
down. The negotiations carried on until
October 5, 1903, when Flagler agreed
to purchase Cory’s property for $17,000
plus a $3,000 bonus. Additionally,

Flagler offered Cory space in The
Breakers, Hotel Royal Poinciana, or
one of the stores in the Royal Poinciana
block of shops along the
lakefront. He also gave Cory the
option of constructing a building
if a storefront was unavailable.
If Cory chose to build, Flagler
generously offered to provide
Cory up to $3,000 to construct
a building. Cory chose to build
a store building and agreed to
a three-year lease at $1,000 per
year. He did have the right to
sublet the space if he desired.
Once the terms of the sale
were agreed upon, Cory sent Flagler the
deed to the museum property; Flagler
sent Cory a check for $20,000 and then
later a check for $1,000 so Cory begin
construction of a store building. All
that is known is that he was going to
build a new structure but nothing was
mentioned about a new museum. The
1907 Currie Map of West Palm Beach
and Palm Beach, lists “Cory’s Museum”
at the bottom as a place of interest.

However, it is not shown on the map but
the location where the museum stood
before it burned to the ground, shows a

Cory the Golfer
If the study of birds and wildlife was
Cory’s profession, then his recreation
was golf. In 1897 Cory began
playing golf, a sport he came
to enjoy and excel at. His
involvement also included the
establishment of golf clubs. Cory
helped found the Great Island
Club in Massachusetts, he was
vice president of the Canaveral
Club in Florida, and at the same
time was secretary of the Florida
East Coast Golf Club. One local
Palm Beach writer claimed that
it was Cory who introduced golf
to Palm Beach in 1897. In The Palm
Beach Daily News Souvenir Number
(1903) an article claims “golf in Palm
Beach dates from the winter of 1897,
and its introduction was largely [due]
to the enthusiastic sportsman and crack
golfer Prof. C.B. Cory.” Soon after its
introduction, a golf club was established
in Palm Beach with Fred Sterry,
manager of the Hotel Royal Poinciana,
as president, and Cory as secretary.

“Golf in Palm Beach dates from
the winter of 1897, and its introduction was largely [due] to
the enthusiastic sportsman and
crack golfer Prof. C.B. Cory.”
Souvenir Number (1903)
small building marked “Two stores.”
Palm Beach’s first museum, the
Florida Museum of Natural History,
passed into history and for the most
part from the collective memory
except for an occasional mention in
recently published works that include
Cory. Although the museum was gone,
however, Cory contributed something
else that is a popular activity to this very
day in Palm Beach.

The Breakers in flames, 1903. The museum stood just west of The Breakers Casino (the small building at left). Only a few items were pulled
from the burning museum. The beach is strewn with items saved from The Breakers. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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Golf quickly became not only a sport
but a well-attended entertainment with
several tournaments held every season
with wealthy patrons sponsoring the
prize cups for the golf matches. The
Palm Beach Daily News wrote “the
person who does not play golf is just a
little behind the times at this resort.” In
1898 Cory held the Palm Beach record
of 6 holes in 25 strokes. According to
The Palm Beach Daily News (January
22, 1898), the golf course had six holes
and covered about a mile. Each hole had
its own unique name: 1st: Easy Street,
200 yards; 2nd: Hoodoo, 120 yards; 3rd:
Midway, 276 yards; 4th: Punch Bowl,
141 yards; 5th: Waterloo, 200 yards; and
6th: Paradise Valley, 363 yards.
Cory participated in most of the
tournaments held in Palm Beach,
including mixed foursomes with his
wife. Indeed, golfing was a family affair.
The Corys’ daughter Marion competed
in the Ladies Tournament in February
1898; she captured first prize and had the
longest drive of 129 yards.
By 1902 Cory had won so many
tournaments and prizes at Palm Beach
that it was said amongst the players
“when a prize is to be put up for golf,
the donor asked Mrs. Cory what she
would like to have.” Coincidentally,
that same year Cory held the amateur
record for the golf links at Palm Beach
with a score of 67; Arthur H. Fenn, golf
professional at Palm Beach and one of
the most well-known pro golfers in the
U.S., held the professional record of 66.
The Palm Beach Daily News stated, “it
will probably be some time before either
record is lowered.” The Breakers golf
course had been enlarged to eighteen
holes by 1901.
Besides enjoying golf tournaments
at Palm Beach, Cory also entered
tournaments in North Carolina and
Massachusetts. In 1902 Cory won the
North and South Championship at
Pinehurst and held the championships
for Massachusetts and Florida.
At Cory’s summer home, Great
Island near Hyannis, Massachusetts,
he constructed a private golf club, The
Great Island Club and planned the 18The Tustenegee

Charles B. Cory with a Florida black bear he shot while collecting specimens for the museum, from
Hunting and Fishing in Florida (1896).

hole course and built a fully equipped
clubhouse. The distance of the golf
course was 5,148 yards and was said to
be “as good as any in the country,” by
The Palm Beach Daily News.
Between 1897 and 1915, Cory
participated in golf tournaments in
Massachusetts, North Carolina, and
Florida, winning at least 100 prizes
including 75 silver cups. In 1904 Cory
was a member of the U.S. Olympic
team but never finished the competition.
Besides playing golf, Cory developed
a portable apparatus for indoor golfing,
several types of golf clubs, and wrote
articles about golf for sports magazines.
Other Interests and Loss
In the 1880s, Cory became interested
in psychic research, writing two treaties
on the topic entitled “Hypnotism or
Mesmerism” and “The Therapeutic
Value of Hypnotism” and serving on the
American Society of Psychical Research
committee. He ventured into song
writing. Cory wrote the lyrics for several
light operas including “The Corsair,” and
the lyrics to a popular song “A Dream,”
which was sung by well-known artists
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including Enrico Caruso.
Cory invested heavily in securities
of the shipping and sugar trusts with
several wealthier friends. In 1906 the
49-year-old Cory lost his investments
and fortune when there was a market
crash. With his fortune gone, Cory could
no longer live a life of leisure. Since
he would now have to work full-time,
he took the new position of Curator of
Zoology at the Field Museum working
there until his death in 1921.
While at the Field Museum, Cory
continued writing books. His first
important publication under the Field
Museum was the Birds of Eastern North
America (1899/1900). Cory’s most
ambitious book was the four-volume
Birds of the Americas. The first two
volumes were published in 1918 and
1919. After Cory’s death, the last two
volumes were published by Carl Eduard
Hellmayr.
In 1920, Cory was stricken with partial
paralysis. Unable to go to his office at
the museum, Cory worked at home.
The following year he visited a resort
in Wisconsin where he became ill and
		
Continued on page 28
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Continued from page 6
1951.
L&P has volunteered in the
community during major disasters such
as the Hurricane of 1928 and Hurricane
Andrew, the former being particularly
devastating to the Glades. Many of the
caskets for the victims of that storm
were made at L&P, and company trucks
were used to transport bodies to the mass

grave at Tamarind and 25th Street.
George Lainhart was still president of
the company when he died in 1930 at
the age of 84. The founders believed in
service and quality products. Although
they have long since passed, the
company has honored their intentions
for generations.
In 2012, after 118 years in business,
Lainhart & Potter was purchased by

Marjam Supply Company. Marjam has
offices in eleven states including five
other Florida cities.

Continued from page 13
manifest destiny shape the Everglades
or did Evergladesdestiny shape the
past, present, and future of this amazing
region?”

was the lead archaeologist investigating/
recording 33 new archaeological sites in
Lake Okeechobee during the 2007-2009
drought. In 2010-2011, he excavated
sand and shell mounds at DuBois
Park in Jupiter. Currently Davenport
is researching the large ancient Indian
earth mounds around Lake Okeechobee.
Davenport’s 800-plus page report on the
excavations at Lake Okeechobee will
soon be completed.
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Post and, earlier, page one editor and
assistant features editor of The Post.

Ms. Tuckwood edited and co-wrote three
history books for The Post –Pioneers in
Paradise, West Palm Beach, the First 100
Years, in 1994, Our Century in 2000, and
Palm Beach County at 100: Our History,
Our Home in 2009. In March 2001, she
was named Cox Editor of the Year by
Cox Newspapers, the first recipient of
that award.

Beach on the very grounds Cory once
walked. Indeed, Palm Beach County has
over 170 golf courses and is known as
the “Golf Capital of the World.”
Unfortunately, during my research, I
could not find any photographs of the
museum and only a few images of Cory.
It would be another 57 years before Palm
Beach would have another museum, the
nationally landmarked Henry Morrison
Flagler Museum. Though Cory’s
museum is gone, his spirit is still felt in
Palm Beach as golfers walk and play on
The Breakers golf course.

Education and has been on staff with
the Historical Society since 2002. In
2001 he graduated summa cum laude
from Florida Atlantic University with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in history.
Marconi is co-author of Arcadia
Publishing’s Images of American series:
West Palm Beach 1893-1950 (2006) and
Palm Beach (2009); co-author of Palm
Beach County at 100: Our History; Our
Home (The Palm Beach Post, 2009); and
producer and co-writer of the Historical
Society’s documentary “Puddle Jumpers
of Lantana: The History of the Civil Air
Patrol’s Coastal Patrol 3” (2007).

Christian Davenport currently serves as
the Palm Beach County Archaeologist
and Historic Preservation Officer for
Palm Beach County. Since moving
toPalm Beach County in 2005, Davenport
Continued from page 18
Made in France, the towel is available in
limited quantities for $20.
Jan Tuckwood is presentation editor
of The Palm Beach Post in West Palm
Beach, Florida. She is in charge of the
features sections, the entertainment
Continued from page 26
was hospitalized in Ashland, Wisconsin,
where he died on July 31, 1921, at age
65. At his death, Cory had authored at
dozens of articles and books and was a
gifted ornithologist and golfer.
Frank Chapman, of the American
Museum of Natural History, said of
Cory, “I have never met a man so
gifted as Charles Cory. He had the
inherent potentialities as well as the
means to win mankind successes in a
surprising[ly] widely different fields.”
Of his contributions to Palm Beach, one
went up in flames and faded into the
misty, forgotten past, however, his other
contribution, golf, is still played in Palm
The Tustenegee

Richard A. Marconi is Curator of
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Martha McKenna is a descendant of
George W. Lainhart.

Summer Book
& Gift Sale
Through August 2012
Visit the Johnson History Museum Bookstore for that
special gift for family, friends, or for yourself.

Receive 15-30% off selected items
Restrictions apply: cannot be combined with
other discounts, all discounted sales are final.
Richard and Pat Johnson
Palm Beach County History Museum
Bookstore
300 North Dixie Highway
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
open Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
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Did You Know...
In 2013 the City of Lake Worth will celebrate its centennial, the fourth municipality in the county to do so. The others that have already turned one hundred are West Palm
Beach (1894), Palm Beach (1911), and Delray Beach (1911). Lake Worth encompasses
approximately seven square miles with 35,000 residents. However, in 1880s when the
first two settlers, ex-slaves Samuel and Fannie James, arrived in the the area it was a
beautiful, desolate location, reachable only by boat. In 1889 they received permission
from the U.S. Postal Service to establish a post office called Jewel, sometimes spelled
Jewell. Appointed postmistress, Fannie ran the post office until 1903 when it closed.
Several years later, Samuel died and Fannie sold their property, which included most of
the present day downtown area, to Palm Beach Farms Company.
About 1911, Palm Beach Farms Company platted the area and the following year
there were approximately 7,000 residential lots with 55 miles of roads. The first major thoroughfare, Lake Avenue, was graded and rocked in 1912 and the following year,
the settlement incorporated not as Jewel, the original name, but as Lucerne; however, the name was
already taken. The residents changed the name to
Lake Worth, the body of water the city bordered
which was named in honor of Colonel Williams
Jenkins Worth, the U.S. military commander in
Florida who brought an end to the Second Seminole War in 1842.
The city’s first bridge to span the Intracoastal
Waterway opened in 1919, allowing residents access to the ocean beach. In 1922 the Lake Worth
Casino greeted its first guest and the Lake Worth
High School opened to students. The school is one
of the oldest high schools in the county. The casino was recently renovated and a new
structure is going up in its place. Just like the rest of Palm Beach County, the City of
Lake Worth experienced rapid growth during the 1920s Land Boom. The city was severely devastated by the deadly 1928 Hurricane that ravaged the county killing over
3,000 people, most of them in the Glades.
Over the decades, Lake Worth has undergone changes. The downtown area has been
re-developed, drawing more people to the city center. Visitors can enjoy clubs, galleries, restaurants, retail and antique stores, historic buildings, including an historic theater,
Bryant Park, where festivals are held throughout the year, and much more. Old neighborhoods have been designated as historic districts and there are at least a thousand historic
buildings that add to the charm of Lake Worth. The change has been good for the city
which has become a culturally and ethnically diverse municipality. City planners are
plotting new ideas for their next hundred years.
Upper left, a section from the Lake Worth
and Biscayne Bay Stage Line, 1893;
upper right, Monument to “The Black
Diamonds,” Samuel and Fannie James.
Monument is outside the Lake Worth Post
Office; lower left, the Gulf Stream Hotel
sits empty, waiting to be purchased; lower
right, the Lake Worth Casino under reconstruction, 2011. Images are courtesy
Richard A. Marconi.
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An advertisement for Lucerne by Bryant & Greenwood; close-up of the proposed town site of Lucerne; upper right, land sales by Bryant & Greenwood.
Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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Hidden Treasures

An Early County Treasure
by Patricia Miller-Shaivitz, PhD.

This article first appeared in the Historical Society
of Palm Beach County Newsletter, Winter 2007.

H

ow wonderful that the Historical Society
of Palm Beach County is the repository for
a priceless artifact; a shell gorget in the
apparent form of a mask. Gorget refers
to a piece of armor or an ornament worn
around the neck; often as a sign of rank.
This shell gorget was generously donated
by Mr. A. Roswell Harrington as a gift to
the people of Palm Beach County. The
gorget and other artifacts were found by
Mr. Harrington’s father, A. Roswell, Sr.,
during the construction of a railroad bridge
near Canal Point during the 1920s.
Located in western Palm Beach County,
Canal Point is the juncture where the Palm
Beach Canal meets Lake Okeechobee.
The area consists of approximately 1,000
square acres and is primarily an agricultural
community. Archaeologically, the area
where this object was found is known as
the Lake Okeechobee Basin in the study of
pre-Columbian Florida.
Major cultural features of the Lake
Okeechobee Basin area were large
earthworks. Some of the distinctive
structures included mounds, artificial
ponds, ditches, and canals. Nearby
archaeological site, Big Mound City excavated during the 1940s, contained
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a large earthen mound and may be
considered part of the Southeastern
Ceremonial Complex. This designation,
sometimes known as the Southern Cult,
describes a set of cultural practices that
occurred regionally from approximately
AD 1000 to 1600.
This shell pendant measures 7 x 7.5
inches with three drilled holes that appear
to be two eyes and a nose. The concave
surface is smooth, while the convex
side is rough with apparent natural shell
markings; the outer edges are irregular and
incised. The surface lacks modification
beyond shaping and drilling, and therefore
it would be classified as a basic gorget.
Basic shell gorgets are considerably rarer
than those with such stylistic features as
incised effigy designs.
Previously documented such pendants
were made from conch shells found along
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Techniques
of manufacturing included cutting,
grooving, drilling and abrading to achieve
the final product. Usually each shell was
drilled with two suspension holes for
the attachment of a thong for wearing
around the neck with the concave surface
displayed. Sometimes a third-middle
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hole was drilled to attach additional
ornaments. Styles of artifacts change over
time including those of shell gorgets. By
the end of the seventeenth century the
documented use of shell gorgets waned in
favor of European trade objects made from
metal.
A primary goal of archaeology is to
analyze artifacts to in order to reconstruct
life ways of prehistoric people. Our
concepts of art rarely convey the meaning
that objects played in the lives of Florida’s
earliest inhabitants. Donations of such
artifacts as this shell gorget to the Historical
Society’s collections help to create future
research opportunities as we strive for a
more complete picture of the people who
inhabited the peninsula.
The gorget is currently on display at
the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach
County History Museum.
Dr. Patricia Miller-Shaivitz is retired from
teaching and lives in Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida. She holds a doctorate degree in
anthropology from the University of South
Florida.

To learn more about Palm Beach County history,
please visit the Johnson History Museum
and the following organizations:

The Spady Cultural Heritage Museum.
Courtesy Richard A. Marconi.

Boca Raton Historical Society and Museum
Old Town Hall
71 North Federal Highway
Boca Raton, FL 33432
Phone: (561) 395-6766Fax: (561) 395-4049
Website: www.bocahistory.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The Henry Morrison Flagler Museum
One Whitehall Way
P.O. Box 969
Palm Beach, FL 33480
Phone: (561) 655-2833 Fax (561) 655-2826
Website: www.flaglermuseum.us
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Spady Cultural Heritage Museum
170 NW 5th Ave
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 279-8883
Website: www.spadymuseum.com
Hours Monday-Friday, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse and Museum
500 Captain Armour’s Way
Jupiter, FL 33469
Phone: (561) 747-8380
Website: www.jupiterlighthouse.org
Hours: Tuesday – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.,
last lighthouse tour leaves at 4pm

The Morikami Museum & Japanese Gardens
4000 Morikami Park Road
Delray Beach, FL 33446
Phone: (561) 495-0233
Website: www.morikami.org
Hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Delray Beach Historical Society
3 NE 1st Street
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 243-2577
Fax: (561) 243-6884
Website: www.db-hs.org

Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach
311 Peruvian Avenue
Palm Beach, Florida 33480
Phone: (561) 832-0731
Fax: (561) 832-7174
Website: www.palmbeachpreservation.org
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Lawrence E. Will Museum
Located in the Belle Glade Branch Library
530 South Main StreetBelle Glade, FL 33430
Phone: (561) 996-3453
Website: www.pbclibrary.org/lew.htm
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Temporary Exhibitions
Paradise in Peril:
World War II in Palm Beach County
December 7, 2011 – August 18, 2012
Paradise in Peril will examine the military’s presence in Palm Beach County during World
War II and civilian activities towards the war effort. By mid July 1940, Palm Beach County
Commissioners were in negotiation with officials in Washington, DC to turn Morrison Field,
the county’s airport, into a military installation. Expansion on Morrison Field started in
November, and in February 1941, the first troops arrived. As the military’s presence continued
to grow, citizens of Palm Beach County found work in construction, agriculture, and service
industries as local companies expanded to serve the military men and their families.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the military expanded their facilities
to include Camp Higgins at the Lake Worth Inlet, Boca Raton Army Airfield, Ream General
Hospital at The Breakers, and the Coast Guard SPAR training center at the Biltmore Hotel.
By the end of the war tens of thousands of soldiers had passed through, trained, or recuperated
from wounds in Palm Beach County. In western Palm Beach County, German prisoners-ofwar manned a canning factory because of a lack of manpower as the local workers signed up
for military duty.
Civilians also signed up to do what they could for the war effort. Men, women, and
children served in Coastal Patrol at towers built along the sea coast as well as on the dyke
around Lake Okeechobee. Others joined the American Red Cross and trained in first aid,
volunteered with the motor corps, or at the various service men’s clubs. Many served in the
Civil Air Patrol, flying their planes along the coast to watch for German submarines and later
as radar training targets. Everyone participated in scrap drives and the rationing of food and
other materials. Everyone did their part to ensure a successful end to World War II.

Juan Ponce de León’s Voyages to La Florida 1513 & 1521
November 2012 to August 2013
“Juan Ponce de León’s Voyages to La Florida 1513 & 1521” is a new temporary exhibition to open in November 2012, at the Richard and
Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum in the restored 1916 Court House in downtown West Palm Beach, to mark the 500th
anniversary of Juan Ponce de León claiming Florida for Spain.
After decades of warfare to expel the Muslim Moors from the Iberian Peninsula, Queen Isabela of Castilla and King Ferdinand of Aragon
needed to find a source of income to replenish their coffers so they could carry their war to expand Christianity across the Mediterranean
Sea. They decided to increase the country’s income by participating in the lucrative spice trade with India. When Christopher Columbus
suggested that there was a way to sail west to reach the East Indies, Isabela decided to back his plan to find a new trade route.
The European discovery of what came to be called the New World in 1492, provided new opportunities for unemployed soldiers, including
Juan Ponce de León y Figueroa. He first crossed the Atlantic Ocean with Columbus’s second voyage. He drops off the official records for
the next nine years, reappearing in 1502, when he helped put down an Indian uprising on Hispaniola. His skills as a warrior, farmer, and
businessman lead to the governorship of Puerto Rico. Political turmoil caused King Ferdinand to suggest Ponce undertake a voyage of
discovery to “Beimini.” While Juan Ponce de León did not find today’s Bimini, he found a much larger land and named it La Florida a week
after Easter in 1513.
Visitors to the museum will learn about Juan Ponce de León and life as he knew it, especially aboard ship, in the 16th century. They will
also learn about the legends surrounding Ponce and his successes and failures. Ultimately, through understanding the challenges Juan Ponce
de León faced and the pressures of exploration he and other conquistadors had to surmount, visitors will understand why it took more than
fifty years for Spain to finally establish a permanent colony in La Florida.
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Test Your Memory

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County needs help identifying where
this building was located Can you help? If you have any information that
will identify this photograph, please contact Debi Murray, Chief Curator, at
561-832-4164 ext. 105 or email: dmurray@historicalsocietypbc.org.
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Test Your Memory
Identified!

A member of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County,
who requested to remain anonymous, contacted Debi Murray,
Chief Curator, and identified the photograph as the Bath and
Tennis Club pool in Palm Beach.
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Membership Development
Board of Benefactors – $2,500 & above
The success of any organization rests with strong
leadership commitments to its mission. Benefactors
will be provided with special events that expand
their understanding and appreciation of historically
significant individuals and events. In addition, members
are listed on the Society’s letterhead.
Pioneer Circle – $1,000
Recognizing the challenges of our forefathers, serve as
a Pioneer in the Society’s continued growth and impact
on the County.

Name
Address
City

State

Daytime Phone

Evening Phone

Board of Benefactors $2,500 Individual, $5,000 per couple
Pioneer Circle $1,000

Flagler Circle $500

Mizner Circle – $250
Addison Mizner changed the face of Palm Beach
County and you can, too, with support of the Society.
At this level you will also receive a print of a historic
photograph from the Society’s Archive.

Become a
member today!

Mizner Circle $250
Barefoot Mailman $125

Barefoot Mailman – $125
Imagine trekking from Jupiter to Miami– continue the
journey through your membership and learn more about
our area through free lectures and special events.

Family/Dual $75
Individual $50

Family/Dual – $75
Learn how our county was shaped, and meet others
through a variety of events and the Annual Meeting,
with one other family member.

Educator Membership – $30
Become part of a community of educators dedicated
to making Palm Beach County history accessible and
making the most of the Museum as a learning tool.
Free research session in the archives and notifications
of events including invitations to special events
and workshops created for teachers and education
professionals. Education professionals must show
proper accreditation to qualify. Please call for further
information.

Zip

Email

Flagler Circle – $500
Henry Flagler was a visionary – you can be one, too, by
supporting the Society at this important level. Lectures,
special events and a distinguished publication by a
noted local author mark this forward-thinking category.

Individual – $50
Your support of the Society allows you to meet
others who share your interest in history, including an
invitation to our Annual Meeting. Enjoy a 10% discount
in the Museum Book Store and Gift Shop.

Apt #

Educator $30
Enclosed is my check in the amount of
payable to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Or, please charge my: Visa

MasterCard

AMEX

Card #
Exp. Date ___/___/___
Name (as it appears on card):
Complete, cut out, and return to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Member Services
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364

For Special Interest Memberships, please contact the Historical Society at 561-832-4164

Have some free time? Then volunteer at the
Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
Are you up for the challenge?
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is looking for good people to volunteer as:

NEW Docent Class Starting in October
Sign up NOW!
Docents: Acting as guides for groups and individual guests.
Training: 15 classes; Commitment: once a week for four
hours, Tuesday – Saturday, mornings or afternoons
Gift Shop Assistant: Comfortable with selling, handling
money, and credit cards. Training: 2 sessions; Commitment:
once a week for four hours Tuesday – Saturday, mornings
or afternoons.
Archival/Collections Assistant: Handling artifacts and
documents, cataloguing, assisting researchers; Training
time is determined by the Chief Curator or Collections
Manager; Commitment: preferably once a week for four
hours, Tuesday – Saturday.
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Experience the
Richard and Pat Johnson
Palm Beach County
History Museum

The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
is operated by the Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Open Tuesday-Saturday/10:00 am-5:00 pm
300 North Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
(561) 832-4164
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
www.pbchistoryonline.org

