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Ralph and Luella Yost moved to West Palm Beach with their son Robert in 1925—the height of the Florida Land Boom.
Ralph purchased land in West Palm Beach, Coral Gables, Boca Raton, and Boynton. He built his family home on Colonial
Drive in West Palm and at the same time started developing his 320 acres in Boynton through The Dollar Land and Home
Company. He platted the land and built roads, bridges, and a few homes before the 1926 hurricane started the downward
spiral in the real estate market. The 1928 hurricane sealed the company’s fate. Yost moved his family back to New York in
1929. The Yost family recently loaned photographs, brochures, and other documents which the Historical Society digitized
and added to its collection.

m.
al
e
d
n
d

The Tustenegee

Fall 2015, Volume 6, Number 2

Contents

10

18

28

10 Civil War Blockade-Running at
Jupiter Inlet: 1861-1865

28 Marvin Pope “Ham” Anthony:
The Family Business Continues

By Robert I. Davidsson
While there were no land battles fought in the Palm Beaches
during the Civil War, for nearly four years a deadly game of
hide-and-seek was waged near the Jupiter Inlet and Narrows,
pitting Confederate and British blockade runners against U.S.
Navy coastal patrol boats.

48 Did You Know…?

In his 2002 oral history, Marvin Pope Anthony talks about
his life in the Palm Beaches, the family clothing business,
friends, family, and the local area.

52 Temporary Exhibitions
18 Emile D. Anthony Sr.: The Palm Beach Style

In this 1962 oral history, men’s clothing entrepreneur Emile
D. Anthony Sr. discusses his family, Anthony’s stores, 18951962; West Palm Beach and Palm Beach in the early 1900s; the
Anthony brothers in banking and real estate; Royal Poinciana
Hotel; and Henry Flagler.

On the Cover
Anthony’s Men’s Store. See story on page 18.

53 2015-2016 Season at a Glance
54 From the Photographic Collection
55 HSPBC Board and Staff
56 HSPBC Membership

Historical Society of
Palm Beach County
Our Mission:
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From the Editors
Dear Readers,
Welcome to the Fall 2015 issue of The Tustenegee.
Included within are two oral histories from a father and
son, Emile D. Anthony Sr. and Marvin Pope Anthony,
recorded in 1962 and 2002 respectively. Historical
Society staff are raising funds for a new Oral History
Project, so we can continue to capture these invaluable
and unique viewpoints about local history from those
who lived it. Topics up for consideration include
medicine, law, business, community, sports, and
immigration, to name a few. If you would like to serve
on a committee to help formulate the next Oral History
Project or would like to donate to the cause, please let
us know.

The Tustenegee

To complement our current Special Exhibition, “By
Land and Sea: Florida in the Civil War,” an article
about the naval blockade of Florida focuses on Palm
Beach County’s role from 1861 to 1865.

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County
is a non-profit organization whose mission is to
stimulate public appreciation for the rich history
and cultural heritage of Palm Beach County.

For this issue, we have included two “Did You
Know” topics, an escape of a Confederate general
through Florida, and a few Civil War technologies and
innovations developed during the war.
We are always looking for articles for our next issue
of The Tustenegee. Do you like to write? Do you like
to research? Combine the two and share your article
about Palm Beach County history with our readers.
Sincerely,
The Editors of The Tustenegee

Article submission:

Please submit articles in Microsoft Word
format to the following email: rmarconi@historicalsocietypbc.org, with
author’s full name, email, mailing address, phone number, and if applicable,
organization. Once the article has been reviewed, the author will be notified
via email whether or not it has been accepted for publication. Additional
instructions will be sent about images, author biography, and photographs.
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County reserves the right to edit
all articles. Submissions should follow the Chicago Manual of Style for
writing. Authors submitting articles do so with the understanding that they
will not receive compensation.
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H I S TORI C A L S O C I E T Y
of PA L M B E A C H C O U N T Y

NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE
HSPBC’s collection catalog is
available for browsing. It is a great
place to begin doing research or
to look at photographs from our
extensive Archives.
Over 13,000 records and 26,000
photographs are now posted online.
To access the catalog, please visit
http://bit.ly/1Id3VSk

or use your smartphone
to scan the QR code:

Have some free time? Come volunteer at the
Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
NEW Docent Class Starting Soon
Sign up NOW!
Are you up for the challenge?
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is looking for energetic people to volunteer as:
Docents: Guides for groups and individual guests.
Training: 12 classes. Commitment: One shift per
week for four hours, Tuesday – Saturday, mornings or
afternoons.
Gift Shop Assistant: Comfortable with selling, and
handling money and credit cards. Training: Two
sessions. Commitment: One shift per week for four
hours, Tuesday – Saturday, mornings or afternoons.
Archival/Collections Assistant: Handling artifacts
and documents, cataloguing, assisting researchers.
Training time is determined by the Chief Curator or
Collections Manager. Commitment: Preferably one
shift per week for four hours, Tuesday – Friday.
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Civil War Blockade-Running
at Jupiter Inlet: 1861-1865
By Robert I. Davidsson

The following copyrighted article is re-printed for educational purposes with permission of the author. It first
appeared on Mr. Davidsson’s history blog, http://pbchistory.blogspot.com, May 29, 2015.
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hile there were no land battles fought in the Palm
Beaches during the Civil War, for nearly four years a
deadly game of hide-and-seek, pitting Confederate
and British blockade runners against U.S. Navy coastal
patrol boats, was waged near the Jupiter Inlet and
Narrows.
Navy “Official Records” list forty-seven blockade
runners schooners, sloops, and steam-powered
v e s s e l s as captured or destroyed between Cape
Canaveral and Jupiter Inlet. A small flotilla of six
Union gunboats on patrol along the southeast coast of
Florida captured twenty-four vessels in the vicinity of
the Jupiter Inlet.
Soon after the surrender of Fort Sumter, the Navy
imposed a total blockade of warships and merchant
vessels leaving or entering the Confederacy. The
blockade extended from Hampton Roads, Virginia, to
Key West on the Atlantic coast, and westward from the
Florida Keys to Brownsville, Texas, along the Gulf of
Mexico.
The sparsely populated east coast of Florida,
with its many inlets and a natural coastal
transportation network along the interconnected
Indian River, St. Lucie River, and Jupiter Narrows,
provided many hideouts for shallow-draft blockade
runners shipping supplies into or out of Florida.
11
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The Union Navy’s Unadilla class gunboats were built specifically for blockade duty. Constructed in only ninety days, the shallow-draft, oceangoing vessels
were able to operate close to shore. They could not enter most of Florida’s shallow inlets, so thirty-foot cutters were used to patrol inland waters. Courtesy
Library of Congress.

To enforce the blockade of the Confederacy, the Union Navy
established the “East Gulf Coast Blockade Squadron” in 1861.
The headquarters of the small fleet was Fort Zachary Taylor at Key
West. Flag Officer William McKeon was assigned the daunting
task of patrolling coastal waters south of Cape Canaveral on the
east coast, and north to Apalachicola Bay along the Gulf coast of
Florida.
During the 1860s, there were no ports between St. Augustine
and Key West. Union gunboats faced long patrols in dangerous
coastal waters with frequent storms, the powerful currents of the
Gulf Stream, and poorly mapped inlet shoals and reefs.
The blockade runners they pursued not only displayed the
“Stars and Bars”of the Confederacy, but about forty percent of the
captured vessels flew the “Union Jack” of Great Britain. Sloops
and schooners often used the Bahamas and occasionally Spanish
Cuba as bases to smuggle supplies into Florida.
While Britain and Spain remained neutral during the American
Civil War, the Royal Navy did little to interfere with British
flagged ships attempting to break the Union blockade. Union
captains readily captured British vessels violating the blockade in
Florida coastal waters, but took care not to kill or injure English
crewmen in order to avoid international incidents.
The Confederacy did not station any heavily armed commerce
raiders, such as the CSA Florida or CSA Tallahassee, along the
southeastern coast of Florida. Blockade runners were lightly
armed, usually manned by civilian crews, and opted to either flee
or ground their vessels when confronted by Union gunboats.
The Tustenegee

There was little loss of life in these encounters.
Salt was a Florida resource in high demand by both Confederate
armies and the civilian population. Union patrol boats were on
constant alert for smoke plumes which indicated salt boilers were
in use. Cotton bales and turpentine were the main exports from
Florida for markets in Europe. There were profits to be made by
daring merchant captains who avoided the blockade.
Profit also was an incentive for Union gunboats. Under
existing rules of the U.S. Navy, captured Confederate vessels
(prizes) were sold at auction in Key West with Union officers and
crew recovering most of the proceeds from the sales.
Following reports that the Jupiter Inlet was a hideout for
Confederate shipping, the Union intensified its blockade off the
coast in January 1862. The task was shared by six small warships
based in Key West - the USS Sagamore, Gem of the Sea, Roebuck,
Honeysuckle, Beauregard, and Union.
USS Sagamore
The most successful of the Union gunboats on patrol
off the Jupiter Inlet was the USS Sagamore. The Sagamore was
one of the mass-produced “90-day gunboats” built especially by
the U.S. Navy for blockade duty. It was a two-masted schooner
powered by a steam engine and armed with five rifled guns.
The Sagamore was assigned to the East Gulf Coast
Blockade Squadron in November 1861. The commanding officer
of the gunboat was Lt. Earl English, with Master Mate Henry
Crane as the leader of a special landing force approved by the
12

Narrows, and an additional fifty-eight sacks of salt with a catch
[cache] of tools February 5 during a return visit to the Jupiter
Lighthouse.
Crane’s most successful raid was the destruction of a hidden
Confederate shipyard located at Blue Hole Creek near the Indian
River Inlet. During the February 22 attack, ship repair facilities,
supplies and docks were destroyed.
Before completing his successful 1863 patrol, Lt. English
and the Sagamore also would capture the blockade runner East
Yarmouth off Jupiter Inlet on January 25. The Sagamore caught
the schooner Agnes and sloop Ellen making a dash out of the
Jupiter Inlet on February 28. They carried a cargo of cotton and
turpentine.
The same eventful day, the British sloop Elizabeth, based in
Nassau, was intercepted at the mouth of the inlet. The crew ran
their ship aground before surrendering to the Sagamore.

Navy to seek and destroy Confederate coastal installations. They
were the Navy SEALS of the 19th century.
Crane was a Floridian who enlisted in both the Second and
Third Seminole Wars. He was familiar with the Jupiter Inlet and
adjacent waterways. As a Tampa resident, he entered the Civil War
as a Confederate colonel in the local Florida militia. However,
when a pro-Union friend was murdered, he decided to change his
allegiance and volunteered to serve with the U.S. Navy.
During its 1863 patrol near the Jupiter Inlet, the Sagamore
raided Confederate commerce by both land and sea. Beginning
on January 8, the Sagamore seized the British ship Julia ten miles
north of Jupiter Inlet.
Using one of the Sagamore’s longboats while the ship was
on patrol, Crane surprised the Confederate schooner Pride in
the Jupiter Narrows. They dumped its cargo of 188 bushels of
salt into the river. On January 8, the unmanned schooner Flying
Cloud, registered in Nassau, was burned by the raiders.
Four days later, Crane led his team to the inactive Jupiter
Lighthouse, where they seized a catch [cache] of supplies
including 150 gallons of whale oil and 200 bushels of salt.
The crew of the Sagamore also rescued survivors of the Union
troopships Lucinda and Sparkling Sea which were driven ashore
south of Jupiter Inlet.
On January 16, a shore party from the Sagamore found fortyfive sacks of salt at “Couch’s Bar” near Jupiter Inlet. Crane’s
raiders also seized seven bales of cotton February 3 in the Jupiter

USS Gem of the Sea
The USS Gem of the Sea was commissioned on October 15,
1861. The gunboat, under the command of Lt. J.B. Baxter, was
ordered to the East Gulf Coast Blockade Squadron for a tour of
duty off the southeast coast of Florida.
The Gem of the Sea captured and scuttled the blockade-running
sloop Ann six miles from the Jupiter Inlet. The Confederate cargo
of seventy-six bags of salt was destroyed during a December
1862 patrol.

A Union naval vessel chases after a Confederate blockade runner. Harper’s Weekly, 1864. Courtesy Florida State Archives.
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Bird’s-eye view of Florida and part of Georgia and Alabama, showing the Union naval blockade, 1861. Courtesy Library of Congress.
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During a second patrol, the Gem of the Sea intercepted the
British schooner Inez north of the Jupiter Inlet [on] April 18,1863,
while it was sailing to a rendezvous with the Confederates within
the Indian River Inlet. A load salt in its cargo hold was destroyed.

runner was seized at the Jupiter Inlet on June 10, 1864.
Seven days later, the Union experienced an unusual encounter
with a blockade runner sailing under a Spanish flag. The crew of
the Union boarded the Havana-based schooner Emma as it sailed
twenty-four miles northwest of Jupiter Inlet. The ship was towed
to Key West and impounded.

USS Beauregard
Ironically, the USS Beauregard began its Civil War career
as a privateer in the service of the Confederate Navy. It was
commissioned as a CSA warship in October 1861. The gunboat
was armed with one 24-pound rifled gun, and carried a crew of
forty.
The Beauregard was captured in the Florida Straits by the
Union blockade squadron on November 19, 1861, and taken to
Key West as a prize. The gunboat was purchased by the U.S. Navy
February 24, 1862, and became part of the very same East Gulf
Coast Blockade Squadron that captured it from the Confederacy.
The USS Beauregard was officially commissioned in Union
Navy March 28, 1862, and while under the command of Acting
Master David Stearns, the gunboat would capture eleven rebel
blockade runners. Three of its prizes were seized near Jupiter
Inlet.
On August 26, 1863, the Beauregard seized the Confederate
schooner Phoebe outside the Jupiter Inlet. It was towed to Key
West as a prize and sold. The Beauregard boarded two Confederate
ships, the Lydia and Hope, offshore of the Jupiter Narrows. They
carrying cargos of cotton and turpentine for sale in Europe.

USS Roebuck
During the winter of 1863-64, the USS Roebuck became the
scourge of Confederate blockade runners operating out of Jupiter
Inlet. The Roebuck was launched in 1856 as 455-ton sailing bark
rigged as a clipper ship for additional speed.
The warship was armed with four 32-pound guns, and manned
by a crew of sixty-nine seamen. The Roebuck joined the East Gulf
Coast Blockade Squadron in September 1862 with Acting Master
Joseph Barclay in temporary command.
After completed a patrol along the Gulf coast of Florida, the
gunboat was reassigned to southeast Florida, under the command
of Capt. John Sherrill. The first ship captured by the Roebuck
while on patrol outside the Jupiter Inlet was the British schooner
Ringdom, bound for the Bahamas with a cargo of coffee and salt.
While continuing its patrol, the Roebuck seized the Confederate
sloop Maria Louise January 10, 1864, near Jupiter Inlet. The next
day the British blockade runner Susan (i.e. Suzan) was captured
in the Jupiter Inlet. The crew armed the Susan as a Union vessel
and used it to patrol along Jupiter Island.
On January 14, the Roebuck chased the British sloop Young
Racer ashore north of the inlet on Jupiter Island. The English ship
was transporting sacks of Florida salt in its cargo compartment.
Armed boats from the Roebuck chased and seized the
Confederate sloop Caroline off Jupiter Inlet on January 18. The
next day, armed boats were once again used to capture the British
blockade runner Eliza and Confederate sloop Mary inside the
inlet. A total of fourteen bales of cotton was impounded.
During a second patrol six months later in the Florida Straits,
the Roebuck was credited with the capture of the Confederate
schooners Eliza and Rebel, the sloops Two Brothers, Nina and
Last Resort, and the Nassau-registered schooner Terrapis. The
Roebuck ended the war as a supply ship stationed in Tampa.

USS Honeysuckle
Tropical storms, barrier reefs and enemy ships were not
the only dangers encountered by the seamen of the East Gulf
Coast Blockade Squadron. The crew of USS Honeysuckle was
decimated by [an] outbreak of yellow fever while the ship was in
use as the fleet’s dispatch vessel.
The Honeysuckle was a swift 240-ton steam-powered ship
purchased by the Navy in 1863. It was armed with two 20-pound
guns. After commissioning, it was ordered to Key West and joined
the blockade squadron January 8, 1864.
The Union gunboat captured the British blockade runner Fly
off Jupiter Inlet during a patrol along the east coast of Florida.
After the crew recovered from the yellow fever epidemic at Key
West, the Honeysuckle continued patrols along the west coast of
Florida.

War at Sea Ends
Several Confederate ships intercepted near the Jupiter Inlet
were never identified in Navy logbooks. For example, two
“unknown schooners” were encountered by the USS Sagamore
on December 5, 1862. One was boarded and captured by the crew.
The second vessel was sunk.
The East Gulf Coast Blockade Squadron ended the war with
a tally of 300 Confederate-allied vessels captured or destroyed
along both coasts of Florida. Maritime experts estimate more than
250 Florida blockade runners avoided detection or capture by the
Union patrols.

USS Union
The USS Union was a large 1,114-ton steam-powered vessel
first chartered by the Navy in April 1861, then outfitted as a
warship and commissioned on January 20, 1863. It carried one
12-inch rifled gun for armament. Due to its size the Union also
was used a fleet gunboat tender.
The first prize captured by the Union after joining the blockade
squadron was the Confederate sloop Caroline. The blockade

At right: An 1861 map of Scott’s Anaconda Plan to blockade
Confederate ports. Courtesy Library of Congress.
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Pharos Books, 2006.

Both sides could claim minor victories in a nautical theater
of war where the only true victors were the seamen who escaped
death in the tropical waters of Florida.
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Emile D. Anthony Sr.
Palm Beach Style
Emile D. Anthony Sr.’s (1881/2-1965) oral history was conducted at the Anthony’s store on Clematis Street, West
Palm Beach, on March 31, 1962, by Rush Hughes, on behalf of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County. Lise
Steinhauer of History Speaks transcribed the oral history in January 2006.
Please note: An oral history cannot be depended on for complete accuracy, as it is based on (1) the fascinating
and complex human memory, and (2) communication of that memory, which varies due to genetics, social
experience, gender, or education. While oral history is a valuable tool in the study of history, its content is not
guaranteed to be correct.

In 1894, A.P. “Gus” Anthony borrowed money to buy a small
store in Titusville, Florida. The next year he moved to West
Palm Beach and started a men’s haberdashery at a counter
in the post office in the lobby of the Palms Hotel on Clematis
Street, and the next store on the corner of Clematis and
Narcissus streets. Today, Anthony’s is the oldest business in
Palm Beach County. In 1914, Emile DuBose Anthony Sr. (18811965), the younger brother of “Gus” and James R. Anthony,
took over the store so his brothers could become bankers.
Anthony Brothers popularized the look that became the
height of men’s fashion in Palm Beach a navy sport coat,
white pants, white shoes, and a straw boater. In the 1940s,
Emile and his sons bought land that became Anthony’s
Groves in 1966. After Emile Sr. died in 1965, his sons Marvin
Pope “Ham” and Emile Jr. took over the family business.
Currently the grandsons run Anthony’s, now a women’s
clothing store.
At left: Emile D. Anthony superimposed on a photograph of the front of Anthony’s store on Clematis Street,
West Palm Beach, Florida. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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HUGHES: When I was here the other day, you told me that day,
the 29th of March, was the sixty-sixth anniversary of your first
store?
ANTHONY: No, not of the first store.
HUGHES: Of this one?
ANTHONY: Of this one. The story goes like this: On September
15, A[ugustus]. P. [“Gus”] Anthony, the founder of the organization
as merchants, moved here with his store from Titusville, Florida.
He bought out Charles P. Morgan, jeweler, who had died. He
bought everything complete and moved it down here with the
railroad.
HUGHES: Titusville had previously been the trading center.
ANTHONY: That’s right. Now, the East Coast Railroad came
down the East Coast and the big freeze up there on the nineteenth
of February that year put the citrus industry entirely out of
business. So between the railroad moving down and the citrus
being killed out, why, it was very, very gloomy in Titusville.
So my brother moved down here with the railroad and arrived
and opened the store on the fifteenth of September 1895 in West
Palm Beach.

Augustus P. “Gus” Anthony. Courtesy Historical
Society of Palm Beach County.

HUGHES: Have the Anthony stores always been in West Palm
Beach?

Everything—all the delivery in this part of the world—was on
bicycles, baskets in front of the bicycles. The groceries was
delivered in baskets and so on.

ANTHONY: Well, we had a shop over there [in Palm Beach]
during the season for thirty-two years, which I ran, but the
main business and organization was here. First, jewelry and a
newsstand.

HUGHES: Where did you park your bicycles?
ANTHONY: In the middle of Clematis Avenue. We had bicycle
racks right down the center and the people that came from the
north side parked on the north side, and those came from the
south side parked on the south side of those racks.

HUGHES: Oh really?
ANTHONY: We had a store, a 25-foot store, half of it without
a partition in it, and the only partition in that store was the post
office boxes in the same room. And we had our newsstand and our
jewelry business in there with the post office in a 25-by-60-foot
store.

HUGHES: In 1896, how big a town was it?
ANTHONY: Seventeen hundred and thirty-five, supposedly. We
had two, three churches and Lake Worth, when I got here, had
three little towns on the north end of Lake Worth north of West
Palm Beach. One of them was the town of Juno, the county seat of
Dade County. And Dade County extended all the way from Stuart
at the St. Lucie River to Cape Sable on the south of Florida. And
Juno was the county seat of Dade County and Dade was named
for Major Dade of the Indian War period, who was massacred
four miles east of Tampa. They had a garrison of 129 men there
and only three got away to tell the story. Now that brought on the
Indian War in earnest.

HUGHES: How long did that last?
ANTHONY: That lasted until we outgrew it. Then I came down
here, joined my brother on the twenty-ninth of March 1896 – and
I was very active on my bicycle and I got the – that newsstand.
We got our papers from Jacksonville and they got here at 9:05
pm. And we met those trains and the fella that could get down to
town to Narcissus Street first sold the papers. And I got there—it
was a bicycle race in those days and believe me, I came up Datura
[Street] full speed ahead.

HUGHES: Were the churches here when you came?

HUGHES: You had a heavy load of paper, too, didn’t you?
ANTHONY:
The Tustenegee

ANTHONY:
Oh, yes. The Methodist Church and the
Congregational Church, which [was] the big church. It was on

Yeah, yeah, but we had baskets for them.
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the corner of Datura and Olive [Avenues].

We didn’t move our jewelry store, we just got the room next to
it for the men’s clothing and shoes, and we did a very wonderful
business from the beginning. And then we gradually got out of
that jewelry business and got exclusively into the men’s store.

HUGHES: That was the first church, was it?
ANTHONY: Well, that was the first Protestant church.

HUGHES: Why did you make the change over?

HUGHES: Do you recall who the minister was?

ANTHONY: Well because the clothing and shoes were
necessities, don’t you see, and jewelry was a luxury.

ANTHONY: Yes, a man named Carlisle. He got into trouble later.
He poisoned his wife and left some children. But that was a black
period on the part of the church.

HUGHES: Although, people tell me around here about the

Anthony Brothers popularized the look that
became the height of men’s fashion in Palm
Beach navy sport coat, white pants, white
shoes, and a straw boater.
HUGHES: Let’s see, that must have been Miss Stower’s father.

jewelry they bought from you. Mrs. Jesse Sheen, for example.
She told me about a piece she bought from you.

ANTHONY: That’s right. That was her own father. I knew him
well. I heard him preach. He was a great preacher. He came here
from Chicago.
Now one of the interesting things about this early history was
that this massacre brought on the real activity with the federal
government, and they had Indian forts. We had Fort Pierce, Fort
Jupiter, Fort Lauderdale, and Fort Dallas at Miami. And the oldest
thing about West Palm Beach is the Military Trail, because it was
the supply line to supply these forts.

ANTHONY: Oh, yes. We sold her a lot of silverware—silver
mugs and all that stuff.
HUGHES: But the people weren’t too affluent in those days.
ANTHONY: No, no, no, no. We commenced to grow after that
men’s store started and we opened a store in Daytona Beach
for one of our boys, one of our managers. And then we opened
another store in different parts, up in the northern part of Florida.
But we consolidated all of our effort down here.
Now, things happened about 1909 and the two older brothers—
the middle brother died in 1921 or 1931, I believe, I don’t know.
I’ll have to look it up. But these other two, they got the bank
business in their heads and they opened a bank in West Palm
Beach in 1909, the Bank of Palm Beach, and it was right down
on this street in the middle of the next block east. And we brought
a man from Georgia named L.P. McCord to be the first cashier
and he was a thorough banker. He didn’t expect us to keep him
but he was loaned to us by a bachelor banker magnate in a little
town of Crawfordville, Georgia, Mr. John F. Holden. And Mac
made quite a reputation down here as a banker—conservative and
constructive.
And then my older brothers got into it and after this bank,
then they bought a bank in Jacksonville in 1914 and the two
older brothers moved to Jacksonville. And one of them—J.R., the
oldest—became the head of the Witham System of Florida with
38 banks in this state. And he was executive head of that whole
thing and unfortunately for him, he worked too hard. He got an
attack of arthritis and the arthritis got him while he was working
on those banks and keeping going. Why, the arthritis got the jump
on him and killed him in seven years. He died and the last four
years was the most horrible suffering I’ve ever known a human
being to have to go through.

HUGHES: It started up in Fort Pierce, huh?
ANTHONY: Well, no, it started west of Fort Pierce at
Fort Bassinger and Fort Drum, and then Fort Pierce, and then Fort
Jupiter.
HUGHES: Why was it so far inland?
ANTHONY: Well, because the darned Indians were inland.
And then Fort Lauderdale was a pivotal point, and Fort Dallas at
Miami was a very big interest in the war.
HUGHES: Well now, to get back to the Anthony stores—
ANTHONY: Well, we came here as jewelers, see, and then we
branched out into men’s clothing.
HUGHES: What inspired you to do that?
ANTHONY: My brother Gus was an inspiring man. He was a
creator. A.P. Anthony was a creator. And he and a man named
Miller who was an experienced man in ready-to-wear for men
from Knoxville, Tennessee, got their heads together and they got
an extra store from Mrs. Stower down on under the Palms Hotel.
The Tustenegee

22

Emile D. Anthony Sr. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

23

Fall 2015

Anthony Bros. advertisement that appeared in the Tropical Sun newspaper, 1913. Courtesy
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
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Well, the other brother, he got to trading around in banks and
he was a trader. I often have said that if Mr. Bryant—William
Jennings Bryant—didn’t make a speech a day, he’d be unhealthy
and unhappy. Now my brother Gus I’ve often thought about that
and applied it to my brother Gus. If he couldn’t make some kind
of a trade a day, he wasn’t happy, and he traded in real estate and
traded in banks and he made a lot of money.

got on.” And he looked at me and said, “What’s the joke?” I says,
“No joke.”
So at eleven o’clock, here he came. He was about six-feet,
six-feet-five and he was a long stepper—he comes stalking in and
says, “Anthony, here’s that damn hat you wanted.” And I said,
“Yes, sir.” But I had Commodore John Hannon sitting there,
reading The New York Times, see? And I took an extra long time
putting that hatband on. I went on back behind the scenes to put
the hatband on and killed a lot of time and I had old Commodore
Hannon drinkin’ in that pair of shoes. Well, I fixed his hat, took it
to him, he thanked me, and he got up and left. But when he was
gone, the Commodore Hannon got up and said, “Boy, you’ve got
somethin. You’ve got somethin. You’ve got somethin.” He said it
three times, just like that. Now as quick as a flash, he said, “I’m
going to be back in the factory in eleven days. My schedule takes
me back. Now this is the tenth of March, but June the first we’re
going to be ready for you. You’re coming on up to New York.
You see, I’m going to make thirty-five different styles, variations
of this thing. I’m going to do a job. And you’re going to come
on up there and you’re going to buy twelve styles of those—
that’s seventy-two pairs to the style—for this store for January
first opening.” Now this is figuring ten months ahead, don’t you
see? And he says, “What you buy for Palm Beach on January
1st I’m going to re-buy for my New York—Fifth Avenue and
Broadway—stores, the same identical shoes. And what you show
in Palm Beach, I’m going to show there in April. You’re going to
have the jump on me. And in addition to that, if you need more
sizes, you’ll get them out of my stock. I’m going to make ’em up
and I’m going to be ready to ride. He just analyzed that thing just
like the thoroughbred that he was.

HUGHES: You stayed in the mercantile end of it the whole time.
ANTHONY: When they moved to Jacksonville, I bought ’em
out.
HUGHES: Well, you introduced a number of innovations here.
ANTHONY: Oh, yeah.
HUGHES: Weren’t you the fellow who brought in the two-tone
shoes?
ANTHONY: Yes, I’m the daddy of ’em.
HUGHES: Where’d you get that idea?
ANTHONY: Well, there was an Englishman came here named
Chatfield Taylor—he was quite a socialite—and he had been
entertained in Chicago by Miss Polly Palmer. Now that was about
the de la Ritz they go—up they go. Well, he came down here and
they put his picture in the little Daily News—Palm Beach Daily
News—on the front page. And that guy walked in my store to buy
a straw hat and he had on the most beautiful pair of tan and white
shoes I ever laid my eyes on. And so Commodore John Hannon
of the Hannon and Son people—organization—he was the house
guest of the Royal Poinciana—and he was my buddy ’cause I
was selling Hannon Shoes in that store in front of the Poinciana.
And I told him about that pair of shoes that Englishman had and
I said, “Commodore, my guess is that those darn shoes cost that
Englishman fifteen or eighteen pounds.” That was a lot of money
in those days.

HUGHES: You had a moment of inspiration, though, that started
it all.
ANTHONY: Oh yes. And so I got 720 pair of shoes on January
first. And believe me, brother, we sold ’em.
HUGHES: What did the Hannon version of the shoe cost?
ANTHONY: I don’t remember now but we sold them at $17.50,
something like that.

HUGHES: Five dollars a pound, weren’t they?
ANTHONY: Four and a half or five dollars. And I said,
“Commodore, I don’t know how I’m going to get those shoes for
you to see, but you are going to see ’em.” So that very afternoon
I looked up and this fellow Chatfield Taylor was coming down
that little cutoff walk from the veranda of the Poinciana headed
into my store. And instead of coming in, he was going down to
Bradley’s for a little afternoon gambling about four o’clock, four
thirty, and I saluted him and stopped him and talked to him and
then this is my story, this is what I told him: I said, “Mr. Taylor,
that nice straw hat I sold you a few days ago—I don’t like the
band on it. I’ve got a lot of fine bands that will be here tomorrow
morning. If you’d bring that hat in at eleven o’clock, I’ll put you
a nice band on that hat and I won’t charge you a nickel for it.”
But I said, “Be sure and wear that pair of tan and white shoes you

HUGHES: That was a good price for a pair of shoes in those
days.
ANTHONY: Oh, you said it, but that was Palm Beach. My theory
of Palm Beach and my motto was, “There’s nothing too good
for Palm Beach.” And we used to open that store with five $100
Panamas. With Knox having the stocking I could wire for it in no
time. And then I borrowed five $500 Panamas. I had a big, long
glass showcase for ’em. And we sold a lot of those. We sold all the
Panama hats from $15 and $20 up.
HUGHES: The regular hold-it-under-water jobs.
ANTHONY: That’s right. We sold those shoes though, we had a
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season on those darn tan-and-white and black-and-white shoes.

HUGHES: Yes.

HUGHES: Mr. Anthony, I don’t know whether it prevailed then
or not, but I have noticed in the Palm Beach area especially, men
seem still to spend a lot of money on their clothes, and then go to
great ends to make it look like they’re sloppy. Did they do that in
those days?

ANTHONY: The next six stores, those were built by old man Joe
Jefferson.
HUGHES: Oh really. He was an investor as well as an actor.
ANTHONY: Yeah. Oh, he loved it down here. And then we
sold him on the idea—my brother Gus sold him on the idea—
of building N_____’s[?] store where Walgreen’s now is. And we
built a store there 100 feet deep and 50 feet wide and we occupied
it till 1919 when I built this building. I built this building myself
and my brothers had moved to Jacksonville in 1914 and they
helped me. They were loyal, y’know. And I was doing all right
and they helped me and I financed this building—a three-story
building right here—and we’re occupying it ever since.

ANTHONY: No. We dressed them up. Hell, I wouldn’t have
stood for it.
HUGHES: Was Bradley a good dresser?
ANTHONY: One of the greatest dressers in America. John
Bradley was—not Ed, Ed was the big gambler—John had a
tailoring business in Chicago and he was credited with being the
most immaculately dressed man in America. I knew ’em both.

There’s another creation
that we put in there. I
brought golf hose and
knickers to Palm Beach.
HUGHES: You must have been close to the Beach Club then.

HUGHES: Mr. Anthony, the name, of course, “Anthony,” is
legendary in the mercantile world in this part of the country. Did
you have any competition?

ANTHONY: I was. Well, you know where that bridge goes
across. Well, the Beach Club was just north of that bridge, north
of the railroad. I was just about two blocks away.

ANTHONY: Oh hell, I’d never touch anything of that kind in my
life. I never gambled once in my life. One of the most interesting
things—there’s a gap in there now—was when we had a man
named Old Rip Van Winkle.

ANTHONY: Oh, yes, sure. We had a competition over there
right in front of the Royal Poinciana Hotel. They were crowded
in there. A man and I bought him out and took his store right over
and operated a 50-foot store in front of the Poinciana, the finest
store south of Fifth Avenue. There wasn’t anything too good for
Palm Beach. We sold more silk socks and we sold $10 belts like
this fifty years ago and we sold socks as high as three and a half,
four dollars a pair.

HUGHES: Oh, really?

HUGHES: Of course, this was just during the season.

ANTHONY: Yeah, y’know Rip Van Winkle, Joe Jefferson.

ANTHONY: Well, January through April 15th. But there’s
another creation that we put in there. I brought golf hose and
knickers to Palm Beach. I loved that because I could get imports.
I’d go to New York in April or May before the fellows went to
Europe to buy wools and woolen socks. My gosh, the amount of
$15 golf hose that we sold was absolutely fabulous. Ten dollars,
seven and a half—and then we put the linen knicker craze in right

HUGHES: You were too busy to go gamble, though.

HUGHES: Oh, Joe Jefferson, the actor.
ANTHONY: Yeah, the actor. He came down here and my brother
A.P. Anthony met him. And we sold him on the idea of—see, six
stores right here beginning—you see Beck’s Shoe Store?
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down here. I’d buy those darned things a thousand pair at a clip.
I was a sort of a halfway gambler on merchandise, but we’d sell
’em.
HUGHES: This kept you running ahead of the competition, too.
ANTHONY: That’s right. Well, now those brothers moved to
Jacksonville in 1914 and they stayed up there and the oldest
brother died and the other brother moved back down here later
on. His bank in Jacksonville failed—A.P. Anthony. And then he
came back down here. We worked together very closely. He was
a grand man, that fellow A.P.
HUGHES: Here you are in your beautiful office at Clematis in
West Palm Beach but you don’t have the same contact you had in
Palm Beach. Do you miss that?
ANTHONY: Well, yes, because our customers over there were
the elite of America and the men could spend money, and we
don’t have that kind of business.
HUGHES: Do you think that the Poinciana was responsible for
inspiring a lot of these people to move to Palm Beach?
ANTHONY: Oh yes, I do. Poinciana was the largest wooden
structure in the world, 1,055 feet long and six stories high and
could seat 1,600 people.
HUGHES: Did they have elevators in it?
ANTHONY: Oh yes. Not only that, but they could seat fifteen
hundred in the dining room and they had that famous Cake Walk
and all that stuff, you know.
HUGHES: They must have brought the supplies in by special
train.

Joseph Jefferson. Courtesy Historical
Society of Palm Beach County.

ANTHONY: Well, not necessarily special train—but the FEC
Railroad was devoted to it.
HUGHES: I mean a railroad just devoted to supplies. This was
also the era of the private car.

HUGHES: Oh, this then is the Model Land Company.
ANTHONY: That’s it.

ANTHONY: Oh, yes. They had tracks over there, used to have
twenty or thirty private cars on there at a time.

HUGHES: How much land did he end up with?

HUGHES: Flagler, of course, made a great mark on this
community, didn’t he?

ANTHONY: Oh, I don’t know.
HUGHES: Gee, must’ve been a lot of it. Well, I’d like to sit here
and talk to you all day, but today is Rotary Day and I want to say
thank you very much. I’m going to California but I’ll come back
another day.
END

ANTHONY: Oh, yes. Well, now wait a minute. There wasn’t any
community when he got here. But there’s one thing about Mr.
Flagler that very, very, very few people know. And he got some
kind of a deal with the State Department of Florida—state land.
Florida had a lot of state land. And for every mile of railroad that
Flagler built down the East Coast, he got 5,000 acres premium
given him.
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Marvin Pope “Ham” Anthony:
The Family Business Continues
This oral history of Marvin Pope “Ham” Anthony is part of an ongoing oral history project of the Historical
Society of Palm Beach County. Former HSPBC Chairman of the Board, Harvey E. Oyer III, conducted the interview
on March 8, 2002, at the Anthony Stores warehouse located at 5000 Georgia Avenue, West Palm Beach, Florida.
Sharon Freidheim, volunteer at the Historical Society of Palm Beach County, transcribed the recording.
Please note: An oral history cannot be depended on for complete accuracy, as it is based on (1) the fascinating
and complex human memory, and (2) communication of that memory, which varies due to genetics, social
experience, gender, or education. While oral history is a valuable tool in the study of history, its content is not
guaranteed to be correct.

At right: Anthony’s store on Clematis Street, West Palm Beach, 1950s. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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Harvey Oyer: Today is March 8, 2002. This is Harvey Oyer III
and I am with Marvin Pope “Ham” Anthony at the Anthony stores
warehouse located at 5000 Georgia Avenue, West Palm Beach,
Florida. I want to start from the beginning, Mr. Anthony. Tell me
who was the first member of the Anthony family to come to what
is today Palm Beach County.

Oyer: ’95 [1895]. How old was your father at this time? What
year was he born?

Marvin Pope Anthony: Well the family was originally from
Georgia. They moved to Titusville, Florida, because that’s where
the railroad stopped. And they lived there for a very short time,
maybe a year or two, I’m not sure, and when the railroad came on
to West Palm Beach, the Anthony family all moved from Titusville
to West Palm Beach. And that was my father, his mother, and two
of his brothers.

Oyer: And where was the first store located?

Anthony: He was born in 1881 and so he would have been only
fourteen years old when they opened the store. His two older
brothers opened the store.

Anthony: Right on the lakefront, right down near Narcissus and
Clematis, down in that general area. I’m not sure myself. We got
a picture of it but I don’t really, I couldn’t tell you exactly what.
Oyer: Now according to this newspaper article that you’ve given
me a copy of, it was in the Palms Hotel building at the corner
of Clematis and Narcissus, and the Seminole Hotel was directly
behind it. It states that Gus Anthony opened a store in the post
office on the first floor of the hotel. Now that didn’t last long, they
opened another one shortly thereafter. Where did they move it to?

Oyer: Now your father’s name was what?
Anthony: Emile D. Anthony Sr. He was the youngest of the men
that were in our business. The men who started our business were
J.R. Anthony and A.P. Anthony, and they were about ten or twelve
years older than my father.

Anthony: I think you have it on that. Eventually, somewhere
around 1899 we moved over to Clematis and Olive.

Oyer: Okay, now give me J.R.’s full name.

Oyer: At the northeast corner of Clematis and Olive.

Anthony: James Rembart Anthony Sr.

Anthony: Right.

Oyer: James Rembert R-E-M-B-E-R-T?

Oyer: And that’s where the store remained until when?

Anthony: B-A-R-T.

Anthony: Until we built the building at 312 Clematis Street
during World War I. And I think it opened somewhere about 1920
or 1919, I’m not exactly sure.

Oyer: And A.P. Anthony.
Anthony: Augustus Pope Anthony, and he’s the one who actually
started the business.

Oyer: So it started during the war and was completed after the
war ended.

Oyer: Now which one was nicknamed “Gus”?

Anthony: Right.

Anthony: Augustus Pope Anthony was “Gus.”

Oyer: And that remained THE Anthony Store for many years.

Oyer: Okay and Gus is the one—

Anthony: I think they opened a small shop in Titusville, which
was open maybe one year or something like that.

Anthony: Yes, that remained the store for many years. Now
we had stores at that time, we had a big store in Asheville,
North Carolina; we had one in Dayton, Ohio; we had one in
Hendersonville, North Carolina; and then we had several stores in
Gainesville, Daytona, Fort Pierce, and other locations in Florida,
but they were not large stores. The one large store was the one on
Clematis Street and the one in Asheville.

Oyer: Okay, so the first store in West Palm Beach was 1895.

Oyer: Tell me what Anthony stores sold at that time.

Anthony: 1895.

Anthony: Well, I am not exactly sure that it was that quick; they
followed the railroad down.

Anthony: Well, when we were in the Clematis store, we sold
men’s, women’s, children’s clothes and shoes, and linens and
domestics. But in the stores that we had, in the small stores in
other towns, at that time we were mainly a men’s operation. They
were men’s stores, which we’re no longer involved in at all, just
men’s.

Oyer: I believe the railroad arrived in the spring of 1894, so
probably within a—

Oyer: Now I also understand that you also had a store in the old
Royal Poinciana Hotel, Flagler’s first resort hotel in our area.

Anthony: That would be ’95 [1895].

Anthony: Yes, we had it in the Royal Poinciana. And when they
built The Breakers, they built a store for Anthony’s in the new

Anthony: Who actually started the business?
Oyer: And had they had a business prior to this in either Georgia
or Titusville?

Oyer: A year after the railroad had reached West Palm Beach.
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school by the First Baptist Church before they moved to their
present location down on the lakefront. And he built this great big
home there, that’s how large it was, that the Baptists were using
it for a Sunday school. And that house of his was torn down
and McDonalds was where his house was on Hibiscus and Dixie.
McDonalds is gone now, but—

Oyer: Did you ever move into The Breakers?
Anthony: No, we had a recession when they built the new
Breakers. One of the men that worked for us opened a store called
Daubers [& Ferrebee, men’s furnishings] in The Breakers. But
Anthony’s at that time was out of the Poinciana and out of The
Breakers both.

Oyer: There’s no McDonalds there now, that’s about where the
Winn-Dixie site is, isn’t it?

Oyer: So when did Anthony’s go into the Royal Poinciana? When
it was constructed initially in 1894 or at some later date?

Anthony: No, Winn-Dixie is on the east side. This was on the—

Anthony: Well, it was before they built any of the bridges,
because the railroad went over there and they had to go over by
boat, like my father would go over by boat to the store.

Pope: Southwest side.

Oyer: West side.

Oyer: Okay.

Oyer: Every morning, and how would he get his merchandise
there, by barge or by railroad?

Anthony: And the McDonalds was there up to about three or four
years ago, five years ago, it was there right up to recent times.

Anthony: That I couldn’t tell you. I don’t really know. But they
had a ferry that went over. When I was fourteen or fifteen the
ferry still ran from about where the old George Washington Hotel
or Helen Wilkes Hotel was. It ran right over to the old Royal
Poinciana area. It only cost a nickel to ride the ferry back and
forth. And the ferry didn’t go very often. If you were on one side
of the lake and you wanted to go over, you’d turn a panel and the
guy would see you over there and come get you and take you to
Palm Beach for a nickel.

Oyer: Did the Anthony brothers that came here—your father and
his brothers J.R. and Gus—did they have money to begin with?
How did they afford to purchase this land downtown and start
their store?
Anthony: Well, I’m sure the land was very, very, very inexpensive
[but] I don’t know how they did it. Well, one of the brothers,
J.R., was fairly wealthy and he was putting up the money to his
brother, A.P. or Gus.

Oyer: And was that a motorized boat or did they pull it by rope?

Oyer: To begin the store.

Anthony: No, it was a motorized boat, it was a ferry boat and that
went on until the early 1930s.
Oyer: Tell us what year you were born.

Anthony: To begin the store. And at that time he was living in
New Jersey and he was the secretary to one of the presidential
candidates of the United States. He went to Princeton, J.R. did.

Anthony: I was born in October of 1919.

Oyer: J.R. grew up in Georgia and went and attended Princeton?

Oyer: October 1919, World War I had just ended.

Anthony: Princeton. Yeah.

Anthony: Right.

Oyer: Where in Georgia was the Anthony family from?

Oyer: And where were you born?

Anthony: Little town called Crawfordville, Georgia, where
Alexander Stephens, the vice president of the Confederacy, is
from. And incidentally this is off the subject, but Harry Johnston
is my cousin. And Harry Johnston is the closest living relative,
descendant of Alexander Stephens, because Alexander Stephens
was never married. So, Harry Johnston who was our Congressman
is the closest living relative to Alexander Stephens.

Anthony: I was born in Asheville, North Carolina, because we
had a big store in Asheville, a big store in West Palm Beach.
And we didn’t do any business in Asheville in the winter, and we
didn’t do any business to speak of in West Palm Beach [during the
summer], so we kept a skeleton force down here and a skeleton
force up there and we moved a lot of the people back and forth.
And I was born during the time that we were in North Carolina.

Oyer: Who was the vice president of the Confederate States of
America.

Oyer: And where did your family live? Was downtown West
Palm Beach their permanent home?

Anthony: Right. And Harry Johnston’s grandfather and my
grandfather were brothers on my mother’s side.

Anthony: We lived at 627 South Olive, which is directly across
from the Holy Trinity Church. And J.R. Anthony who was one of
the founders of it, he owned the property where the Holy Trinity
Church is. That was his home. Gus Anthony built a great big
building on Hibiscus and Dixie that was later used as a Sunday

Oyer: I did not know that.
Anthony: No, not many people knew that.
Oyer: Now you were born into a time when there was a lot of
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Marvin P. and Betsy Anthony. Courtesy
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

growth in south Florida. I don’t know if you have any recollection
of this, but the early ’20s [1920s] up till 1927 in any case, by
the time you were eight years old was the land boom. It was the
roaring ’20s in Florida. Do you have any recollection of that time
period?

Anthony: Well yeah, part of that did.

Anthony: Yes, I mean I remember that we had a boat—a yacht—
and we took the New York Yankees with Babe Ruth and Lou
Gehrig and all of his teammates out on that boat and rode them
around Lake Worth. I remember that. But then the boom busted
and the Depression came on. We didn’t have a boat and we
actually had a hard time just remaining in business.

Oyer: Cause that was a 501(c)3 entity?

Oyer: And you all sold that to the Kravis group?
Anthony: Yeah we sold it, but actually what we got was a big tax
write-off. Mainly we didn’t get a lot of money.

Anthony: Yes, that was one of the properties that my father gave,
along with the school.
Oyer: So what did the corner of Okeechobee and Tamarind look
like when you were a child? Was Okeechobee Boulevard there?

Oyer: So you do have a recollection of meeting Babe Ruth and
Lou Gehrig?

Anthony: It was just like it was until recently because the baseball
field was there. Tamarind rode around one side of it and you came
right around Okeechobee and you came up the other side and the
parking lot for the—

Anthony: I didn’t go on the boat with them. My father took the
New York Yankees on his boat. But I’ll tell you, I’m wrong. Babe
Ruth didn’t ride on the boat, he was in a speedboat circling the
boat all up and down the lake. But Lou Gehrig and the rest of
them were on my dad’s boat. They’d played a baseball game out
here.

Oyer: Did Tamarind extend south along what is today Parker at
the time you were a child?
Anthony: No, not then.

Oyer: An exhibition game. At Connie Mack Stadium.

Oyer: So there was no extension of Tamarind south of Okeechobee.

Anthony: And they played the Cincinnati Reds.

Anthony: No, that over there where Tamarind goes down was
built in, it might have been in the ’60s [1960s], ’50s [1950s].

Oyer: And Connie Mack Stadium was located near where the
Kravis Center parking garage is today? At the northeast corner of
Tamarind and Okeechobee.

Oyer: The Seaboard Coastline Railroad, which is just to the west
of the area we are speaking of, that was put in in the ’20s [1920s]?

Anthony: That’s right.

Anthony: I think so. I’m pretty sure it was.

Oyer: That looked different at that time. Was the turning basin
still where Howard Park is today? Where the boats would come
down the Palm Beach Canal.

Oyer: So that was pretty far. That was the western frontier of the
city when you were a child.
Anthony: Oh yeah, yeah.

Anthony: I never saw any boats come down there.

Oyer: Now did you have brothers and sisters?

Oyer: You did not.

Anthony: Yeah, I have two older brothers and a sister.

Marvin Pope Anthony: I never saw any boats. They called it
the Stub Canal. But Howard Park and all of the property that the
schools were on were given to the city by my father—Howard
Park and all that. And my father left in the contract that they had
to maintain six clay tennis courts in Howard Park or that property
would revert to the Anthony family.

Oyer: Is the sister younger than you or older?
Anthony: I’m the youngest of all four.
Oyer: Okay, and what’s the oldest brother’s name?
Anthony: Emile D. Anthony Jr.

Oyer: Really.

Oyer: And what does the “D” stand for?

Anthony: And the schools had to keep the schools as schools
or it would have reverted to the Anthony family. And when they
closed the high school, the School Board was about to give it back
to the Anthony family, just in recent years. But a lot of the high
school graduates wanted to keep it as a school and they had the
School of the Arts in there. Otherwise that would have reverted
back to the Anthony family.

Anthony: DuBose was a French name.
Oyer: And who was the next brother?
Anthony: Carl Holden Anthony. Originally the way we ran the
business, when I came in after World War II my two older brothers
were already running the business. And one of the brothers ran the
men’s department. That was E.D. Jr. And Carl Anthony ran all the
accounting and financial end of the business. And they put me in

Oyer: But the portion where the Kravis Center parking garage is
did revert to the Anthony family?
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Home of A.P. Anthony, 408 Hibiscus Avenue, West Palm Beach, 1912. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

charge of the ladies’ end of the business. And we stayed that way
for many, many years until we got into the grove business out on
State Road 7, Anthony’s Groves. And one of my brothers decided,
well I’ll just take the groves, and you and my other brother keep
the business. So at that time E.D. Jr. and myself, my oldest brother
and myself, had the retail business. And somewhere around that
time, I started opening ladies’ stores in other cities. They were
very small; we had a small chain of ladies’ stores. And when the
mall came in and put us out of business in West Palm Beach, I
was running the ladies’ business. And then when we finally closed
the downtown store, eventually, I bought my brother out because
he didn’t know anything about the ladies’ business.

Anthony: One brother was born in 1912.

Oyer: Tell me what years your two brothers were born.

Anthony: Cornelia.

The Tustenegee

Oyer: Is that E.D. Jr?
Anthony: E.D. Jr.
Oyer: Okay, and how about Carl?
Anthony: Carl was born two years later. And they were born
on the same day two years apart. December the 9th. [Laughter]
Coincidence.
Oyer: What was your sister’s name?
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Oyer: How do I spell that?

you were in during the 1928
hurricane.

Anthony: C-O-R-N-E-L-I-A, Cornelia Holden Anthony, and
then she married Sned.

Anthony: Yes.

Oyer: And what year was Cornelia born?

Oyer: Do you have any
recollection of the 1928
hurricane?

Anthony: She was born in 1917.
Oyer: And did she have a nickname or did she go by Cornelia?

Anthony: Yes, we didn’t
have information about
hurricanes like we have
today.

Anthony: Cornelia.
Oyer: And she married Sned, what was Sned’s first name?
Anthony: William Harmon Sned, and that’s Bill Sned’s father.
But they lived in North Carolina and Bill didn’t move to West
Palm Beach till he was out of college and out of law school.

Oyer: Did you know it was
coming at all?
Anthony: We were sitting
out on the front porch. We
knew it was a coming, but
we were not worried about
it and we were sitting on the An advertisement for Anthony’s men store,
front porch. And Dr. W.E.
Palm Beach Daily News, 1927.
Van Landingham who was
the county health officer lived across the street, and we saw him
working on his trees and we were laughing about it and thought
it was funny. And then as the winds got stronger, we went in and
shut up the house. We did not board up. And Judge Blackwell
lived over on Almeria and Olive and his house had a tiled roof,
and the tiles broke every single window on the east side of our
house. Fortunately we had a floor that was not rugs and wood, it
was a tile floor. And they put the rugs up on the dining room table
and I went to sleep on the dining room table cause I was eight
years old. [Laughter] And spent the night and woke up there on
that thing. And we had maybe two to three inches of water in the
house from the rain from the windows.

Oyer: So he grew up in North Carolina.
Anthony: North Carolina.
Oyer: Where in North Carolina did the Sneds live?
Anthony: Salisbury, North Carolina, where the lady who is
running for Senate up there is from.
Oyer: Elizabeth Dole?
Anthony: And Elizabeth Dole was in my sister’s Girl Scout troop.
[Laughter] And Bill Sned’s sister’s husband represents Elizabeth
Dole and has for many years on any of her legal matters in North
Carolina.
Oyer: So the Bill Sned that I know, who is presently an attorney
in West Palm Beach is William Harmon Sned Jr. Okay. And then
finally you were born in 1919.
Anthony: Right.

Oyer: Did the hurricane strike at night?

Oyer: And you were born in North Carolina.

Anthony: It started in the daytime.

Anthony: In Asheville, North Carolina.

Oyer: But the worst of it?

Oyer: And you moved back here and again, your house was on—
Anthony: 627 South Olive.

Anthony: About three o’clock in the afternoon, and then it went
on into the night. It lasted a long time.

Oyer: Which was across the street from where Holy Trinity is
today, which is just two blocks north of Lakeview on Olive.

Oyer: Was it over by the following daybreak?

Anthony: It’s right where Clark Oldsmobile had his office. His
business was down on Lakeview, but his office was right there
where our home was.

Anthony: Yeah, oh, yeah, it was over by then and then it blew.
Over on our store on Clematis Street we had a high—something
on which you could get up and look down—sort of a skylight. It
blew that off and ruined everything in the store. You know the
rain rained right down in the store and ruined everything, all the
merchandise.

Oyer: Now how long did your family live at that location? I
thought they—
Anthony: They lived there for many years and we moved from
there about 1925 to 315 Dyer, which is the street that runs east
and west right straight from the Post-Times.

Oyer: Did you have any insurance for the merchandise?
Anthony: No, we struggled along and actually went into
bankruptcy, for a couple of years after that.

Oyer: So you moved to 315 Dyer in 1925, and that is the home
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Oyer: Which was a combination of the land boom busting, the
hurricane, and the stock market crash.

Oyer: And what year was your wife born?
Anthony: 1926.

Anthony: Right.

Oyer: And how many children do you two have?

Oyer: It was a triple blow to the local businesses.

Anthony: We have four.

Anthony: Yup.

Oyer: And who are they?

Oyer: Now I think that I have been in that house at 315 Dyer a
couple of years ago. Did that not have a skylight of sorts in the
house as well?

Anthony: Bonnie Gay Anthony.
Oyer: Bonnie is the oldest? Her middle name?

Anthony: No, we had a patio in the middle that had a screen at the
top and we had plants and we had a fountain in there.

Anthony: Bonnie Gay was her name. And she was married to
Litton Walden? And they live in Charlotte, North Carolina, and
they have no children.

Oyer: In the middle of the house.

Oyer: And what year was Bonnie born?

Anthony: In the middle of the house. And that was there during
the hurricane. And then later, after that, we closed that in and
made a room out of it downstairs and a small room upstairs out of
that all because of the hurricane.

Marvin Pope Anthony: I would have to guess. I have her birth
certificate. [Laughter] Let me get it out if I can find it.
Oyer: Well, it’s not that important.

Oyer: Now did your father have that house built, or did he buy it?

Anthony: She was born somewhere around 1951.

Anthony: Bought it from a Mr. Hall who is related to the Hall
Hardware, but not the same family.

Oyer: And who is your second child?

Oyer: Now you were in the 300 block of Dyer. Wasn’t Judge
Chillingworth in the 200 block of Dyer?

Anthony: Marvin Pope Anthony, the one we call “Pope” Jr. He’s
the one just walked in here. And he runs the business now. He’s
the president and chief operating officer of the business.

Anthony: Yeah, Judge Chillingworth was in the 200 block.

Oyer: And who is the third child?

Oyer: And did you know Judge Chillingworth?

Anthony: Elizabeth Archer Anthony, who is now Archer Anthony
Barry. And she lives in Miami and they have three Anthony stores
that they run and we cooperate, but they are completely owned
and operated separately from us.

Anthony: Oh, I knew him very well, yes. I knew Phil O’Connell
[Sr.] very well. Phil O’Connell was on the board of this store for
many years and was our attorney. I’ll show you a picture of him
over here on our wall. And he’s the one that prosecuted Joe Peel.
Oyer: Joe Peel. Now where were you living in 1955 when
Judge Chillingworth was murdered? Were you still in the same
neighborhood?

Oyer: But they use the same name.
Anthony: They use the same name. And we started them in
business. In other words we helped them get started. They
bought their own merchandise but we started off marketing and
advertising, doing everything for them. And then when Danny,
her husband, learned the business, then he took over the buying
and running the thing separate.

Anthony: I was married and I lived on 211 Marlborough Road
which I lived in for forty-seven years. I lived in that house with
my wife and family, at 211 Marlborough.
Oyer: Now tell me about your wife and family. Who did you
marry?

Oyer: Who is the fourth child?

Anthony: I married Betsy Jean Crenshaw.

Anthony: Holden Weaver Anthony.

Oyer: And where was Betsy Jean Crenshaw from?

Oyer: And married name?

Anthony: She was from Virginia.

Anthony: Mrs. Thomas M. Davis, and she’s a CPA and lives in
Paris, Illinois, and her husband’s a CPA. And they met when they
were going to school to get their CPA out in Los Angeles.

Oyer: And how did you meet her?
Anthony: I met her here in Palm Beach. Her father was with the
United Fruit Company and she grew up in Cuba, even though,
their family was from Virginia. But she lived her first fifteen years
down in Cuba.

The Tustenegee

Oyer: Okay. Now tell me about the lines of your uncles J. R. and
Gus. You said that J.R. went to Princeton and had the money to
finance Gus to begin the business.
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Oyer: Descended from your father’s line.
Anthony: Or, there was a younger brother who was never in the
business; he was some twenty-odd years younger than the oldest
brother. It was Roscoe Anthony. He lived in Palm Beach, and he
has some descendants here.
Oyer: Now Roscoe Anthony was a brother of who?
Anthony: All my uncles.
Oyer: So there were actually four boys from Georgia.
Anthony: And also there’s another Anthony that’s buried under
the Norton Art Gallery that died before I was born. And he was
the tax collector or tax assessor for Dade County when it was—
Oyer: When we were still Dade County.
Anthony: Dade County. Now he died before I was born; his name
was Henry Anthony.
Oyer: Now was Henry a brother of your father?
Anthony: Yeah, he was another brother.
Oyer: Okay, so we had Henry who was the Dade County Tax
Collector. And he’s buried in the original Pioneer Cemetery.

Emile D. Anthony Jr., 1972. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach
County.

Anthony: And his grave is still there. I never have done it, but
you can crawl under the Norton and get to it.

Anthony: Right. And Gus—

Oyer: And Roscoe is another brother. Now he’s the one that
married into the Clarke family, right? Winifred Clarke?

Oyer: Did they both move down here eventually?
Anthony: Yeah, they both moved here. He’s the one who lived
where the Holy Trinity Church was.

Anthony: Winifred Clarke.
Oyer: Okay. Tell me what you know about the Clarke family.
Clarke Avenue in Palm Beach is named for them.

Oyer: That was Gus?
Anthony: No, that was J.R. And Gus was that great big house
over on Hibiscus.

Anthony: The Clarke family were from Philadelphia. And they
owned the Autocar Company which was a truck type company.
They were a real big company. And they came to Palm Beach,
and they lived at 6 South Lake Trail, which if I am not mistaken
is the same site that Captain Dimick had his first house on in Palm
Beach. When they started coming down to Florida, they were here
before the Anthonys. When they got to the borders of the different
states, they had to jack the train up and change the width of the
train’s wheels because they didn’t have standard gauge.

Oyer: On Hibiscus and Dixie.
Anthony: Yeah. And they both left Anthony’s and sold out to
my father because they got too big for it. And they were in the
banking business in Jacksonville.
Oyer: So are there any of their descendants still in Palm Beach
County?

Oyer: That is correct.

Anthony: Well, Roslyn Anderson, Gus’ daughter, just died here
when she was ninety-five years old about a year ago, two years
ago or three years ago.

Anthony: And they came down in, I think in the 1880s, the
Clarkes did. And they sold their business for a fortune and they
never had to work again. But Mr. Clarke was an inventor. And he
invented the carburetor on automobiles.

Oyer: Was she the only descendant of those two?
Anthony: The only one who ever lived here, yes.

Oyer: And this would have been Winifred’s father?

Oyer: So otherwise all of the Anthonys in Palm Beach County
today are descended from your father’s line.

Anthony: Right, and I knew Mr. Clarke, he was quite a lovely old
gentleman. And somebody told me and it may not be true—but
it could possibly be true—that he invented the depth charge that

Anthony: Right, all of them here now.
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was used in the wars.

Oyer: Because everyone had their opportunity. If you sat on the
Commission, it would rotate to you eventually.

Oyer: And you remember him from your childhood?

Anthony: It would rotate. And after I had been the mayor twice,
I told them that I didn’t ever want to be the mayor again, because
I didn’t want to spend all my Saturday mornings going to these
meetings where would be ten or twelve people. So one time I
said, “You all just elect who you want.” So the day they would
announce who the mayor was, one of the commissioners came
over to me, “Well you’re the mayor, we couldn’t get three votes
for anybody else. But we’re going to cover all those meetings on
Saturday for you.”

Anthony: Oh, no, he lived till I was high school age, Mr. Clarke.
And he liked to go out and work on his automobile engine. That is
what he enjoyed doing when he was retired and everything.
Oyer: And what was Mr. Clarke’s first name, do you recall?
Anthony: Louis.
Oyer: And are there any descendants left from that marriage of
Roscoe Anthony and Winifred Clarke?

Oyer: So they made you the mayor again, but they didn’t make
you go to the meetings.

Anthony: There are three girls that are still alive. There are two
sons; Roscoe and Clarke have both passed on. But Mary Anthony
Smith lives in Atlanta and has lived in Atlanta ever since she
married. And then there were twin girls, Winifred and Virginia.
And they live in New England and they come down to visit maybe
for one or two weeks out of the year.

Anthony: Right.
Oyer: And can you recall what years you were mayor?
Anthony: Oh, I got that on the wall.

Oyer: And the two boys were Roscoe Jr.?

Oyer: I see one on the wall says 1972-73, another says ’77-’78
[1977-1978].

Anthony: Roscoe Jr. and L. Clarke Anthony. He was named after
Louis Clarke.

Anthony: That was the two times.

Oyer: And did those two Anthonys live in town?
Anthony: Yeah, they lived here. They lived in Palm Beach and
they were in the real estate business. Anthony Real Estate.

Oyer: Those were the two times. You were vice mayor in ’71’72 [1971-1972]. And you were commissioner for ten years from
’69 to ’79 [1969-1979].

Oyer: Both of them?

Anthony: I had to run six times.

Anthony: Both of them were in that same real estate firm. It
was their father’s real estate firm. Their father was never in the
clothing business.

Oyer: Were those two-year terms?
Anthony: They were two-year terms, but the last time was a oneyear term. But I was put on Florida Power and Light’s board and
I was serving on that. And the Florida Power and Light board
met on the same day as the city, so I had to drop off of the city
because the meetings were in Miami for the Florida Power and
Light board.

Oyer: Now I thought I saw in the newspaper a few weeks ago
another Anthony, probably in his thirties or forties, who had
gotten married and is in the real estate business.
Anthony: Now that’s the grandson of Roscoe Anthony.

Oyer: Do you still sit on the FPL board?

Oyer: And is it the son of L. Clarke, or Roscoe Jr.?
Anthony: It is the son of L. Clarke.

Anthony: No, I retired. You can’t serve on the Florida Power and
Light board after you’re seventy-two years old.

Oyer: So he would be a cousin of yours?

Oyer: And how old are you today?

Anthony: Yeah, he would be, I guess a third cousin.

Anthony: Eighty-two. This is the Florida Power and Light board
over there in those two pictures.

Oyer: Now tell me you were mayor of the City of West Palm
Beach in the early ’70s [1970s], weren’t you?
Anthony: Yes.

Oyer: May I ask you about your two brothers, Emile Jr. and
Carl? Are either of them still living?

Oyer: Was it ’72 and ’73 [1972 and 1973]?

Anthony: No, they both passed away.

Anthony: I was mayor a couple of times. What we did in those
days was that the City Commission elected the mayor. We had a
city manager form of government and so, if you weren’t elected
Mayor you were a pretty unpopular guy.

Oyer: Emile passed away just a couple of years ago, didn’t he?
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Anthony: Right, about two years ago, and Carl passed away
about five years ago, I guess.
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Oyer: Now if I recall correctly, your father was the one left with
the store business.
Anthony: Right.
Oyer: And all three of you boys worked in that, but eventually
Carl went out and operated the groves and left it to you and E.
D. Jr.
Anthony: We spun that off as a separate corporation owned by
the stores.
Oyer: That was called Anthony’s Groves?
Anthony: Well, it was 312 Clematis or something like that.
Oyer: The name of the corporation.
Anthony: Yeah.
Oyer: Tell me where the groves were and how many acres, and
what sort of citrus you had under cultivation.
Anthony: We bought that land out there in the late ’40s [1940s]
and we had five hundred and thirty acres. First we started with
cattle and we weren’t doing too good with the cattle. And then we
started the groves.

Roscoe and Winifred Clarke Anthony. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm
Beach County.

Oyer: It was beef cattle and not dairy cattle.

a mile or so.

Anthony: Yeah, beef cattle, and when we first started the groves—
Pope, how old were you, six or seven? [asking his son]

Oyer: Was it a square piece of property?
Anthony: No, we bought them in one hundred-acre parcels. We
bought two hundred acres from a Mr. Iverson, and we bought
three hundred and some odd acres from a Mr. Stewart Iglehart,
the polo player down in Gulfstream.

Pope Anthony: It was like 1963, I guess.
Anthony: ’63 [1963] is when we actually started the groves. We
owned the land for years. He was out there working as a little boy,
planting the groves.

Oyer: Was this originally part of the Palm Beach Farms Plat?

Oyer: Was it oranges or grapefruits?

Anthony: Well, it was originally owned by the Bensels. The
Bensels owned everything out there and this was part of their
property, just like Lion Country Safari was owned by the Bensels.
George Bensel and Ted Bensel. They just picked up the taxes on
it.

Anthony: Oranges, grapefruits, tangerines, everything.
Oyer: And you planted all five hundred and thirty acres?
Anthony: No, when we spun the groves off to make it equitable,
the store kept part of the land, maybe two hundred and some odd
acres, but the rest of it were the groves. And they operated the
grove for many, many years very successfully. And they finally
closed the groves about less than a year ago.

Oyer: During the Depression?
Anthony: During the Depression. They owned, I don’t know,
miles and miles and miles of that property. We didn’t buy it from
them; we bought it from other people.

Oyer: Who is “they?” Carl and his family?

Oyer: Intermediate owners [after] Bensel. And the Anthony’s
Groves store that was on Dixie Highway down around Claremore
Drive and Dixie, was that part of the Grove operation?

Anthony: Carl’s family. They sold the property for quite a large
sum of money.
Oyer: And tell me where the groves were located.

Anthony: Oh, yeah. They had two or three places where they sold
fruit other than the grove. But they sold most of it, [at] a store
right on the grove. And years ago when the store owned it, on a
Sunday afternoon we got to take my family out there and sell the
fruit. We had pick-your-own-fruit and we’d have a lot of people
out there on those Sunday afternoons.

Anthony: On the corner of Southern Boulevard. We owned the
property right up to the canal.
Oyer: Southwest corner of Southern Boulevard and 441.
Anthony: Right. And we owned the land and went down maybe
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Oyer: So you sold the fruit retail at the grove and at a couple of
these retail stores. Did you also crate it up and ship it north?
Anthony: Yeah, they’d do some of that crating out there out at
the grove.

Anthony: Oh, yes, his father was on the board of directors of
Rinker and he and Rinker were the closest of friends, Doc Rinker.
They played golf together three times a week. And he was very
successful in the construction business. And Kevin has taken it
over and his son, Kevin Jr., is in the business with him now.

Oyer: And what year did Carl take the groves for himself? Was
it after you had worked at the groves yourself?

Oyer: What other children did E.D. have besides E.D. III and
Lyn?

Anthony: Oh, I only worked out there on Sunday. I mean I would
go out there and run the tractor and all, plant. When we had the
cattle, I’d mow the grass and stuff on the tractors. Carl was the
one that really did all the work at the groves.

Anthony: Susan Anthony; she lives in El Paso, Texas. She
married a fellow that is with one of the big multi-national firms.
Oyer: Were either of your brothers in public service the way you
were with sitting on the City Commission and as mayor?

Oyer: Does Carl have any descendants in town?
Anthony: Yes, he has Harry Marvin Anthony, and he has several
children that are still here. I couldn’t name them all.

Anthony: Well my brother Carl was very active and he was
president of the Chamber of Commerce, the president of the
Kiwanis Club.

Oyer: Is that Carl’s only child in the area?

Oyer: The West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club?

Anthony: Yeah, now the other son that was with him in the
business was a Craig Anthony. Once they sold the groves about
a year ago, he moved to Tennessee. They ran the groves after
their father died. Just those two: Craig Anthony and Harry Marvin
Anthony—Marvin, they’d call him Marvin. And one of Marvin’s
sons or grandsons is married to Perry Como’s granddaughter or
something.

Anthony: Yeah.
Oyer: Were you in Kiwanis?
Anthony: I was president of the Rotary Club. The other brother
was not interested in that kind of thing. But he was president of
the Chamber of Commerce. I was president of the Chamber of
Commerce too.

Oyer: One of Harry Marvin’s sons?

Oyer: Now I want to talk about a couple of stories that you have
told me in the past. I’d like you to tell them again. One is the story
of the Ashley family and the Ashley brothers’ father, I believe,
working at Anthony Stores.

Anthony: One of Harry Marvin’s. Which one is it, Pope? [asking
his son]
Pope Anthony: I’m not sure.
Oyer: Perry Como just died in the last six months.

Anthony: John Ashley’s father worked at the Anthony store in the
men’s department, and so did his brother.

Anthony: Yeah.

Oyer: What time period?

Oyer: Okay. Tell me about the children of E.D. Jr.

Anthony: Before I was born, or maybe when I was four or five
years old. It was whenever John Ashley killed the Indian out back
of Boynton.

Anthony: He had three children. The oldest is E.D. Anthony III.
And he was in this business for a while.

Oyer: Now this would have been when your store was at the
northeast corner of Clematis and Olive.

Oyer: In the store.
Anthony: Store. And he was actually the president at one time.
But I bought him out and he moved to Orlando.

Anthony: I think the Ashleys worked there after we were in the
big building.

Oyer: And how old is he approximately?

Oyer: But the big building wasn’t completed until after World
War I and you were born at that time.

Anthony: I guess close to sixty, late fifties.
Oyer: And what other children did E.D. Jr. have?

Anthony: No yeah, it was 1920, but I remember Bob Baker. Bob
Baker was the sheriff and John Ashley shot him. And Bob Baker
lived in the house on Edgewood that later Phil O’Connell was
living in when he prosecuted Joe Peel. It had an elevator because
Bob Baker couldn’t walk up the steps because of his being shot in
the leg. I’d have to find out when John Ashley was doing all those
things. I don’t know what years he was so active. He was robbing
trains and stuff like that, just like they did out west.

Anthony: He had Lyn Anthony, and she’s married to Kevin Butler,
and they’re in the construction business. They live out at Breakers
West. And his construction office is right here across the street
from us, about two blocks down the street: Butler Construction.
Oyer: Now is Kevin Butler local?
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Oyer: So your father would have known Mr. Ashley as well as
his boy?

I can do for you.” So they gave him the pistol and the fellow
went [and] was gone a long time. So finally they heard a shot.
And all of a sudden comes this man back and he gave them the
turkey and the gun back. A few weeks later they were in town in
Boynton. The Ashley [gang] was robbing the bank, and he was
captured there, and the way I understand it, he’d been just grazed
but not really hurt. But he was in handcuffs and the crowd was
around him and they were taking him to the jail. Chuck Pierce
and this friend of his, or maybe it was just Chuck, he goes up to
see John Ashley to see what he looked like. And this nice looking
man looked over and winked at him and said, “Son, how was that
turkey?” [Laughter] So he had given his gun to John Ashley the
criminal.

Anthony: Oh, yes. He knew all of them. He knew the Mobleys.
The Mobleys, they call it the Ashley-Mobley gang. Mobleys were
related. And the Mobleys lived on Tanglewood Court, which was
right around the corner from where we lived at 627 South Olive.
Oyer: Did your father ever tell you any stories about the Mobleys
or the Ashleys that you recall?
Anthony: Well, I can’t recall any of them other than the fact that
they worked there, and the fact that at the time that they shot the
Ashley Gang up at Sebastian, they said that they had captured
them and they think that they had shot them in the back. I think
everybody’s heard that story, but my dad told me that.

Oyer: Now, tell me what you know about Chuck Pierce. Chuck
Pierce grew up in this area and was actually, like most people
during the land boom, making money buying and selling real
estate. When the boom busted he went to work for your family
at the store.

Oyer: Well, I’ve heard that story too, that their excuse is that they
were returning fire on the police and that they actually got shot
in the back.
Anthony: I can’t remember the details, but I remember when
they had a shoot-out in Stuart where there were a lot of people
wounded or killed among the law enforcement people and the
Ashleys.

Anthony: He managed the sporting goods department.
Oyer: And he got the job the first day he—
Anthony: Oh, yeah the first day, and he came right on back to
work.

Oyer: Now John Ashley and the brothers never worked for
Anthony stores.

Oyer: And was friends with who? Your father?

Anthony: One of John Ashley’s brothers worked for us and
Daddy said they were fine people, said that John was the only bad
egg in the whole group. But they all went to support him. That
was what my father told me.

Anthony: My father. And he was much younger than my father.
But he told me this story. He said that he had made a half million
dollars in the last twelve months and two hundred and fifty of
the five hundred [thousand] within the last six weeks. When the
stock market crashed two weeks later, he was out selling pies in
his neighborhood so that he could eat. And that’s how abruptly
people were affected.

Oyer: You told me another story one time, and I’d like you to
repeat it in detail, a story that my cousin Chuck Pierce told to you
regarding his run-in, or meeting John Ashley.

Oyer: Do you know what neighborhood he lived in?

Anthony: Well what Chuck Pierce did in our store, I forgot to tell
you. We had a sporting goods department in our store and we sold
all football equipment, baseball equipment, golf, tennis, and all
that kind of stuff. Chuck Pierce was the manager of the sporting
goods department in the store before he went to the Mercantile
and then over to the bank. And he would take me along. He was
coaching the American Legion baseball teams, and I would go
along as a bat boy. And he told me this story, when we opened
the store in Ft. Lauderdale, a lady’s store, down there. He told me
one night the story of when he was about fifteen or sixteen years
old that—

Anthony: He lived up around 26th or [27th] street in West Palm
Beach just off of Dixie Highway.
Oyer: The area that is today Northwood.
Anthony: Northwood, right. Beyond Northwood Avenue.
Oyer: I know that at one time he had a house in Northwood Hills,
which is about ten blocks north but west of Dixie Highway up in
that area.
Anthony: Yeah.

Oyer: Now to put that in perspective, he was born in 1896 so this
would have been about 1910 to 1912?

Oyer: The hill area where the mangos were. Do you remember
him living there?

Anthony: Somewhere around 1910 or ’12 [1912] then. He had
been given a pistol for Christmas and he and a young friend were
out in back of Boynton where their home was. And they were out
in the woods and they ran into this nice looking man. And they
said, “What are you doing?” “We’re trying to get a turkey.” “You
had any luck?” “No.” “Well give me your pistol and I’ll see what

Anthony: I’m not familiar with that. Unless they was living there
rather than where I said he was living. Maybe I just assumed that
he meant around there. But that would have been around twentysome odd Street up there.
Oyer: It’s in the ’30s, I think. Now how long did he work in the
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store?

Oyer: I never knew Chuck, he died before I had any memory. Tell
me about him as a person.

Anthony: He worked in the store for several years, and then
we went out of the sporting goods business and the Palm Beach
Mercantile went in the sporting goods business. And he went
from our store right into the Mercantile, and ran the Mercantile.

Anthony: He had more personality than anybody you ever met,
and he was one of the most popular men I ever knew in my whole
life.

Oyer: And what was the Mercantile?

Oyer: And was he very civic minded?

Anthony: Palm Beach Mercantile was what they called “The
Big Store.” It was the biggest store in town. It was located on
Narcissus, but the main store faced on Clematis, and then it had
a furniture store that faced onto Datura. And it had an overpass
from the store on Clematis over to the Datura store.

Anthony: Oh, yeah, he was. Down in Lauderdale he was almost
the number one citizen. I moved to Lauderdale for a year and
a half. And while I was down there, he had me taken into the
Rotary. He’d been the president, I think, of the Rotary Club down
there. And he was very fair. I think it was during Chuck’s tenure
that they became the Landmark Banks and then became much
bigger, and then I guess they sold out to some other bank chain.
They built that great big tall building in downtown Lauderdale.

Oyer: So it would have been on the south side of Clematis?
Anthony: South side of Clematis, but they had a bigger building
over on Datura. All of that building over on Datura was the Palm
Beach Mercantile.

Oyer: He was also a member of Holy Trinity, wasn’t he?
Anthony: I’m not sure.

Oyer: Who owned the Palm Beach Mercantile?

Oyer: Did you ever know his father, Charles W. Pierce, who was
one of the Barefoot Mailmen?

Anthony: The DaCameras. They were a local family.
Oyer: And they were competing with you, I assume.

Anthony: No I didn’t, I did not know him. I think he passed away
before I knew him.

Anthony: No, they were in the hardware [and] furniture business;
they were never in the clothing business. When they sold it years
later, somebody tried to operate a clothing business in it under
their name for maybe six months or a year [then] he went out of
business.

Oyer: Did you know Chuck’s two daughters, Celia and Peggy?
Weren’t you in school with them? Or were they younger than
you?
Anthony: No, I was older than they were. But I knew them. I
didn’t know them that well, because of the age difference. They
were in junior high or something like that when I was in high
school.

Oyer: Did they put your sporting goods department out of
business by competing with you?
Anthony: No, I don’t know why we went out of the sporting
goods business. Maybe it wasn’t that; we were mainly clothing.
Oyer: It wasn’t that big of a profit center for you.

Oyer: And you attended Palm Beach High School? What class
were you in?

Anthony: I don’t know.

Anthony: 1936.

Oyer: And so when you closed down your sporting goods
department and the Palm Beach Mercantile opened one, Chuck
moved from Anthony’s to the Mercantile.

Oyer: Do you recall who some of your classmates were?

Anthony: They sold [to] all the schools, [like] Palm Beach High
School, and then so did the Mercantile. All those, everything they
bought came either from Anthony’s or the Mercantile.

Anthony: Oh, yeah. Well, some of them were a little ahead of
me, but Steve O’Connell, Phil O’Connell’s brother, who was
president of the University of Florida and chief justice of the
Supreme Court, he was a fraternity brother of mine at Palm Beach
High School.

Oyer: How long did Chuck work in the Mercantile?

Oyer: You had a fraternity in high school?

Anthony: Right up until World War II, and he went in the navy
and he was over in England and in that area. And when he came
back, instead of going back, he went into the First National Bank
of Palm Beach. And when the First National Bank opened a
branch in Ft. Lauderdale, well he went down as the president. And
when the First National Bank decided to get rid of the bank down
there, they sold it. Chuck remained on as the president and chief
executive officer of the First National Bank in Ft. Lauderdale.

Anthony: Yes, we had a high school fraternity called ASP, and
Earl Wallace of Earl Wallace Ford in Delray, he was a member
of our high school fraternity. A fellow named Peter Clements
was in that high school fraternity and he was later the mayor of
Ft. Lauderdale. We had a lot of prominent people in high school
when I was there.
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Anthony: Three.

of the war.

Oyer: What were they?

Oyer: Isn’t his wife from this area, too? Paula Porcher?

Anthony: They were not national. There was Tau Delta Tau, and
there was TKO and ASP.

Anthony: Yeah, and Hal Pocher is still here and in the Methodist
Church.

Oyer: What did ASP stand for?

Oyer: Now we’re still talking about Palm Beach High School
and the fraternities and sororities, and you were about to say
something about Burt Reynolds.

Anthony: Alpha Sigma Phi.
Oyer: Were there sororities for the girls?

Anthony: I think Burt Reynolds was an ASP also, the famous
movie star.

Anthony: Yeah, there were two sororities, Theta Delta, and I’ve
forgotten what the other one was.

Oyer: I know that Harry Massey was his big brother in their
fraternity up at Florida State. Was Harry an ASP in West Palm
Beach?

Oyer: And were most students in a fraternity or a sorority?
Anthony: No a lot of them were, but they were outlawed a few
years later and they weren’t allowed to have fraternities anymore.

Anthony: I don’t know that he was, he might. I know Harry.
Oyer: Now you mentioned to me earlier that Harry Johnston is
a cousin of yours. Could you tell me exactly how he is your
cousin?

Oyer: What did you do as a member of a fraternity?
Anthony: Well, we had our meetings on Sunday, and then I
played tennis with some and golf with some and, you know, we
were just friends. Double-dated with them.

Anthony: His grandfather and my grandfather.
Oyer: His grandfather on his mother’s side or father’s?

Oyer: Was it like a college fraternity where you had a secret ritual
and handshakes and songs?
Anthony: Yeah, just like a college fraternity. In my fraternity
were George Slayton who you well know here. And Jake Slayton,
his brother.

Anthony: On his mother’s side and on my mother’s side were
brothers. And his grandfather was the chief justice of the Supreme
Court of Georgia on his mother’s side. Their last name was
Holden.

Oyer: Jake Slayton was George’s brother?

Oyer: Weren’t they descended from Alexander Stephens?

Anthony: Older brother. Jake’s dead. Marshall McDonald, who
is chairman of the board and chief executive officer of Florida
Power and Light Company, he was an ASP in Palm Beach High
School.

Anthony: No, they weren’t, ’cause Alexander Stephens was
never married. But Harry’s grandmother, Judge Holden’s wife—
and Harry never knew his grandfather; you see, he’s a lot younger
than I am. She was Alexander Stephens’ niece. When you go into
the old family home which is in Crawfordville, which is a national
monument, there’s a great big picture of Harry’s grandmother.
[Harry] doesn’t know, but I knew, hanging right in the door as you
go to the Alexander Stephens memorial.

Oyer: A very prominent group.
Anthony: We had two presidents of the University of Florida,
Marshall Criser and Steve O’Connell. Both were ASPs at Palm
Beach High School.

Oyer: That was the niece of Alexander Stephens. And Alexander
Stephens died with no children.

Oyer: That’s amazing; the University of Florida has only had
eight presidents.

Anthony: Right. Yeah, he was never married.

Anthony: Marshall Criser also served on the board of Florida
Power and Light with me; he’s now moved to Jacksonville.

Oyer: Now, Harry Johnston is a bit younger than you.
Anthony: Yeah, quite a bit.

Oyer: I didn’t know he was born here.

Oyer: Did you know his father?

Anthony: Yeah, he was a native. And he was with the big law
firm over in Palm Beach.

Anthony: Oh, yeah.

Oyer: Gunster Yoakley, the same one I’m with.

Oyer: His father was our county attorney for many years.

Anthony: Yeah, he was with that. He was younger. When I came
back from the war, he was president of ASP, and that’s when I got
to know Marshall, was through ASP. I was out of college and out

Anthony: Oh yeah. And he’s the one that rushed us ATOs. He
and Judge Chillingworth and Phil O’Connell were ATOs and they
were the ones that got Marshall McDonald, Earl Wallace, and
Steve O’Connell and all of us ATOs.
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Oyer: At the University of Florida.

Oyer: Were you drafted?

Anthony: Right, all because of Harry Johnston’s father. I’ll tell
you a real good story about Harry. Harry went off to VMI[Virginia
Military Institute] and he graduated VMI and then he married.
And then he was going to law school at the University of Florida
and we slipped up and didn’t invite him to the ATO house. And
so Allen Bracket and myself and Ralph Blank who [was] part of
our state senators at one time, we go in a car to see Harry. And
he did join the ATO, but we’d forgotten to invite him; he was
living with his wife up there. And on the way back—it was a
football weekend—we stopped in Ocala at Ocala Steak House.
And Allen Bracket bumped into a fellow named Fletcher Rush
who was an ATO with him and he says, “You ought to go back
down and open a savings and loan.” So Allen Bracket came back
down to West Palm Beach and put in a charter for the West Palm
Beach Federal which is now the Fidelity Federal. And if it hadn’t
been for Harry Johnston not being invited to ATO house, there
wouldn’t be a Fidelity Federal. In other words Allen Bracket
came back down here and not only did he get the charter, but he
appointed George Preston as the president and he appointed all of
the directors, including my brother Karl, to the West Palm Beach
Federal. And that’s how it started—all because we forgot to invite
Harry Johnston to ATO house.

Anthony: I was drafted, and right after I stayed on in the reception
center at Camp Blanding closed to the inductees for three months.
And there I applied for infantry OCS and went to Fort Benning.
I got my commission.
Oyer: And you were commissioned as a second lieutenant
infantry officer. In when, 1942 or ’43 [1943]?
Anthony: I graduated in ’42 [1942]. I got my commission on
January the fifth of 1943.
Oyer: And what did they do with you after that?
Anthony: Well, later I joined the 77th Division, which was the
New York City Division. We wore the Statue of Liberty patch.
We trained here in desert warfare, we trained in jungle warfare in
Hawaii, and then we invaded and then took Guam with a marine
division and another. And then we went into Leyte. And then we
took a little island called Ie Shima. And I was just two hundred
yards from Ernie Pyle when he was killed. He was coming to where
I was and he was with my best friend, this guy right here. I got a
picture on my desk of a major and he was with my commanding
officer when he was killed, Ernie Pyle the columnist. Then we
went over [to] Okinawa; Ie Shima was only a mile from Okinawa.
We went over there and fought in Okinawa. And then when the
war was ended, I was back in the Philippines again on Cebu when
they dropped the bomb. They dropped the bomb in August, and
October the fifth, I was in Hokkaido, Japan, the northernmost
island. My division occupied that whole island.

Oyer: Harry’s father was our county Attorney for some time.
Anthony: Oh, for years. And he was also the head of Camp
Blanding [near Starke, Florida]. He ran Camp Blanding from the
time WWII started till it ended. He was a colonel for the reserves.
And when I went to Camp Blanding as a draftee and I stayed
there for about three months, he was the commanding officer. He
wasn’t the commanding officer because they had a general that
was supposed to be. But he was running Camp Blanding.

Oyer: For how long?
Anthony: Well, I was home for Christmas. I had enough points
and stuff to be shipped home.

Oyer: Now what year did you graduate the University of Florida?

Oyer: By Christmas of 1945.

Anthony: I was an ATO at North Carolina.

Anthony: Right.

Oyer: Oh, not at Florida.

Oyer: So you had spent just about two years.

Anthony: Not at Florida. But we all became ATOs wherever we
went, most of us. I graduated in ’42 [1942].

Anthony: Four years. In the Pacific I spent two years, but I spent
almost four years in the army.

Oyer: You graduated high school in ’36 [1936].

Oyer: And did you stay in the reserves when you came home?

Anthony: I had to wait two years until one of my brothers and
my sister got out of college before they could afford to send me.

Anthony: Yeah, and Colonel Johnston was my commanding
officer, [Laughter] Harry’s father.

Oyer: So you stayed here.

Oyer: That was the one out by the airport?

Anthony: And worked in the store.

Anthony: Yeah.

Oyer: From ’36 to ’38 [1936-1938].

Oyer: There were a lot of well-known people in the community
that were in that reserve unit.

Anthony: Right.
Oyer: Then you were at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Until ’42 [1942].

Anthony: Phil O’Connell was out there a lot.
Oyer: And Bruce Jones?

Anthony: I was just looking at the old annual right here, that’s it.
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Anthony: But actually we had a small unit that we were, that
Colonel Johnston. Lieutenant Wood, who was the Presbyterian
minister, was in it. The little outfit that Colonel Johnston was
commanding officer of that I was in, there was only about eight or
ten of us in that outfit. But the reserves met all together.

Anthony: Yeah, he was out there.
Oyer: [Unintelligible] and George Wedgeworth, was in, I believe,
for a while.
Anthony: Well I don’t remember George.

Recording stops abruptly at about 1 hour and 10 minutes.
END

Oyer: And even my father was in it for many years.

For the Love of the Game: Baseball in the Palm Beaches

September 2015 – June 2016

The Historical Society is looking to YOU to
help find unique images, ephemera, and
artifacts to use for the upcoming exhibition
“For Love of the Game: Baseball in the Palm
Beaches.”
Do you have anything in your closet or attic
that tells a story? A favorite memory about
baseball locally you’d like to share? From Little
League through Pony League, from high school
to college, from Spring Training to umpire
school we want to hear about it!
Contact Ben Salata, Curator of Collections
561-832-4164 ext. 109
Email: bsalata@historicalsocietypbc.org
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It’s Your History...Come Live It

at the
Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
curiosity, discovery, engagement...a remarkable experience

Located in the historic 1916 Court House—a
symbol of the birth and growth of our county.

300 N. Dixie Hwy, West Palm Beach, Florida
Open Mondays 10:00 am-2:00 pm, September-May
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10:00 am-5:00 pm
(closed major holidays)
Saturdays, 10:00 am-4:00 pm
561.832.4164 | www.historicalsocietypbc.org
The Museum is operated by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

Learn about our rich and vibrant history
from the earliest natives through today’s
influential leaders.
Centrally located in downtown West Palm Beach
near other cultural attractions.

The Tustenegee

36

To learn more about Palm Beach County history,
please visit the Johnson History Museum
and the following organizations:

Cason Cottage, Delray Beach Historical Society.
Courtesy Richard A. Marconi.

Henry Morrison Flagler Museum
One Whitehall Way
P.O. Box 969
Palm Beach, FL 33480
(561) 655-2833
www.flaglermuseum.us
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday, 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Boca Raton Historical Society & Museum
Old Town Hall
71 North Federal Highway
Boca Raton, FL 33432
(561) 395-6766
www.bocahistory.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
The Spady Cultural Heritage Museum
170 NW 5th Ave
Delray Beach, FL 33444
(561) 279-8883
www.spadymuseum.com
Hours: Monday - Friday, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Saturday, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse and Museum
500 Captain Armour’s Way
Jupiter, FL 33469
(561) 747-8380
www.jupiterlighthouse.org
Hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Last lighthouse tour leaves at 4:00 pm

The Morikami Museum & Japanese Gardens
4000 Morikami Park Road
Delray Beach, FL 33446
(561) 495-0233
www.morikami.org
Hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Delray Beach Historical Society
3 NE 1st Street
Delray Beach, FL 33444
(561) 243-2577
www.delraybeachhistory.org
Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach
311 Peruvian Avenue
Palm Beach, FL 33480
(561) 832-0731
www.palmbeachpreservation.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Lawrence E. Will Museum, A Museum of the Glades
530 South Main Street
Belle Glade, FL 33430
(561) 261-9989
www.museumoftheglades.org
Call for museum hours.
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Did You Know...?
On the Run through Florida:
The Escape of General
John Breckinridge, CSA
By Richard A, Marconi

Just after the Civil
War ended, on June

When they reached Miami, the men exchanged gunfire
with another group of armed men. When both groups
stopped firing, the Confederates were able to obtain
supplies from the Miami ruffians. Soon after, a schooner
appeared and chased the runaways through Biscayne Bay,
firing its cannon at them. Only by crossing over a reef did
the Confederates escape. They spent the night at Elliot’s
Key.
On June 11, 1865, they arrived in Cárdenas, Cuba. Local
officials were cautious of the group but after learning who
they were, sent word to Governor-General Domingo Dulce,
who welcomed Breckinridge and his companions. They
then traveled to Havana and met the governor-general.
Breckinridge traveled on to Europe and later to Canada.
He returned to Kentucky only after President Andrew
Johnson pardoned him in December 1868. Two months
later, Breckinridge settled in Lexington and joined a local
law firm. He served on the board of the Elizabethtown,
Lexington, and Big Sandy Railroad and as the head of the
Kentucky branch of the Piedmont Life Insurance Company
of Virginia. While Breckinridge returned home, Wood did
not.
John Taylor Wood had been born in the Northwest
Territory, Minnesota, in 1831. His mother, Margaret
Mackall Taylor, was the daughter of US President Zachary
Taylor and the older sister of Sarah Knox Taylor, who
married Confederate States of America President Jefferson
Davis.
During the Mexican-American War, Wood served in the
US Navy on two warships, and as an instructor at the US
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. At the beginning
of the Civil War, he resigned. He instead enlisted in the
navy of Virginia, then with the Confederate Navy, where
he served on the CSS Virginia as Jefferson’s aide-de-camp

1, 1865, six haggard men
in a sailboat fleeing from
federal soldiers arrived on the Indian River. On the run were
Confederate General John Breckinridge; his aide, Colonel
James Wilson; Tom Ferguson, the general’s slave; Colonel
John Taylor Wood; and two paroled Confederate soldiers,
Sergeant Joseph O’Toole and Corporal Richard Russell.
O’Toole and Russell were helping the others escape.
John Breckinridge had been a Confederate general and
had served as the Secretary of War for the Confederate
States of America. Prior to hostilities, he had served as vice
president of the United States under James Buchanan and
as a senator from Kentucky. He had even run for the US
presidency in 1860. But since the CSA had surrendered, the
Union army had been arresting the Confederate leaders. So
far Breckinridge and Wood had eluded their pursuers.
Once the rag-tag group arrived on the Indian River, the
men rowed southward with quietened oarlocks, passing
Union lookouts in the dark of night, reaching the Jupiter
Inlet on June 4. They had hoped to sail for The Bahamas,
but weather conditions were not ideal for the attempt.
From Jupiter, they continued their journey southward,
stopping on present-day Palm Beach to rest and search
for food. When approached by a Union naval patrol, the
quick-thinking Wood convinced their would-be captors
that they had been paroled and were just looking for
turtle eggs, which they exchanged with Union sailors for
food and tobacco. After this close encounter, the men left
Palm Beach and continued south to the area of modernday Boynton Beach. Here they traded with Seminoles and
on June 7, spotted and stole a sailing vessel from Union
deserters at New River (Fort Lauderdale).
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and as a colonel in the cavalry, commanded the CSS Tallahassee, and
captured numerous Union vessels.
After General Robert E. Lee’s surrender, Wood accompanied
Jefferson on his flight south. When Union forces captured Jefferson
and his party in Georgia, Wood escaped by bribing a guard, then joined
Breckinridge at Madison, Florida. After the group made it to Cuba,
Wood traveled to Nova Scotia, where he lived until his death in 1904.
According to an article written by Wood in 1885, Russell and O’Toole
returned to Florida, and both Breckinridge and Wilson had “crossed the
great river.” The fate of Breckinridge’s slave Tom Ferguson remains
unknown.
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Escape route of
General Breckinridge

From Madison to
Fort Butler (Astor)

Stop
Overland Route
Water Route

Stops:
Present day Palm Beach
Present day Boynton Beach
New River Inlet
Fort Dallas (Miami)

At right: A map of Breckinridge’s escape route. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm
Beach County. Below: Breckinridge’s party taking a sailing vessel
from Union deserters. Courtesy Florida State Archives.

To Cuba
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Did You Know...?

Civil War Innovations and Technology
The American Civil War has been called the first modern war because of all the innovations used during the conflict.
Below are a selection of some of the innovations and technology from the war.
1861-1865
The
Civil
War brought
developments to the clothing
industry: standard shoe and clothing
sizes made it easier to supply
soldiers with shoes and uniforms.

a cast iron projectile thrown like a dart. It
was used during sieges, including Vicksburg
and Petersburg. The Confederate Army’s
equivalent, the Raines grenade, was less
effective.
Dr. Richard J. Gatling invented the six-barreled
Gatling gun, an early machine gun. It could fire
up to 350 rounds a minute.

Ebenezer Butterick used tissue
paper to create the first graded
sewing patterns (1863), making
it easier for women making their
family’s clothing.

Though the hot air balloon was first used in
1783 in France, Professor Thaddeus Lowe convinced the
Union Army that air balloons would be of great assistance for
aerial reconnaissance. In June 1861, by presidential order, the
army established the Army Civilian Balloon Corps. Depending
on their size, balloons could carry one to five people and had a
capacity of 15,000 to 32,000 cubic feet of gas. Both Union and
Confederate militaries employed balloons. Some of the battles
where balloons were used included Bull Run, Chancellorsville,
the Seven Days Campaign, the Peninsula Campaign, and
Fredericksburg.

Pocket watches were carried by soldiers. The Waltham Watch
Company of Massachusetts made interchangeable parts for
their pocket watches, making them affordable.
The first telegraph message was in 1844. During the Civil
War, portable telegraph units were established and used on
the battlefield to send real-time reports to headquarters or
Washington, D.C.
The Civil War was the first major war to be photographed
extensively. Photographers Mathew Brady, Alexander Gardner,
and Timothy O’Sullivan are among those who found an eager
audience for their battlefield images.

The federal government imposed the first U.S. income tax to
pay for the war. The tax was set at 3% on income over $800.
1862
Union doctor Jonathan Letterman created the first “evacuate
and care” system, using ambulance wagons to move wounded
soldiers from the battlefield to the hospital, the model for the
ambulance-to-ER system of today.

Confederate surgeon Julian John Chisolm invented the Chisolm
inhaler, designed to administer chloroform to wounded soldiers
during surgery. The chemical was previously given to soldiers
by placing a cone-shaped cloth over the mouth and nose and
dripping the drug on the cloth. The drawbacks to this method
were that it wasted the valuable chemical, and everyone in
the room or tent felt the effect of the chloroform. Chisolm’s
inhaler confined the drug to only the patient.

Canned goods such as meat
biscuits, condensed coffee and
milk, pork and beans, fruits, and
vegetables produced by Borden,
Van Camps, Armour, and Swift
were introduced.

1861
Boston confectioner William Schrafft invented the jelly bean
and urged the public to send them to soldiers on the front lines.

Confederate General Gabriel
J. Rains is credited with the
development and use of anti-

William F. Ketchum developed the Ketchum hand grenade,
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The U.S. Congress passed the Legal Tender Act, transforming
the banking system. Paper money became legal tender known
as “greenbacks” because of the anti-counterfeit green ink
used on the back of the notes. The federal notes replaced local
banking notes issued throughout the nation.
1863
James Caleb Jackson, operator of the Jackson Sanitorium
in Dansville, New York, invented breakfast cereal. It was
unpopular because the bran nuggets had to be soaked overnight
to be soft enough to eat.
Calcium floodlights, known as “limelights,” were first adapted
and used for war during the Union attack on the Confederacy’s
Fort Wagner. The chemical lights illuminated targets for Union
artillery gunners. It also blinded Confederate gunners.
James Leonard Plimpton of Medford,
Massachusetts, invented the first fourwheeled roller skates arranged in two sideby-side pairs.
Union doctor Benjamin Howard pioneered
the treatment of sucking chest wounds.
J.J. Richardson of Vermont patented the
improved ratchet wrench.
1865
John Batterson Stetson invented the cowboy hat while on a
hunting trip using fur, boiling water, and his hands. The Stetson
is a defining feature of the North American cowboy.
William Bullock invented the
rotary printing press that feeds
paper on a continuous roll and
can be printed on both sides. The
Philadelphia Ledger was the
first to use this process. Bullock
became a victim of his machine
when, working on a press, his leg
was caught in the machine and
crushed. Bullock died during an
operation to amputate the leg.
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2015-2016 Season at a Glance

At the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum

December 2015 – March 2016: Chasing Dreams: Baseball and Becoming American
Chasing Dreams celebrates baseball and the many fans, players, and characters who helped shape our American story.
Every triumph and defeat, every hero on and off the field, has become another chapter in the history we all share.
And for immigrants and minority groups especially, it has played a crucial role in understanding, and sometimes
challenging, what it means to be American. (chasingdreams.nmajh.org.)
May 21, 2016: Armed Forces Day
This event celebrates our nation’s military history and Palm Beach County’s veterans, and is designed to entertain
and inform all ages. Visitors will learn about the County’s role in America’s war efforts, and local battles fought on
native soil; pass through a front-line camp; interact with Seminole War, Civil War, World War II, and Vietnam War
reenactors; inspect military vehicles, a medal collection, and weapons; decorate cards for soldiers overseas; join in
docent-led gallery tours and more! The afternoon also features a historic weapons demonstration and a lecture.
Free, on the grounds of the Historic 1916 Court House.

Historical Society of Palm Beach County Signature Fundraisers

December 9, 2015: Archival Evening Dinner Dance
An elegant and lively affair with dinner and dancing amid spectacular decor, honoring the contributions of individuals
whose accomplishments have defined the history of Palm Beach County. By invitation only.
March 5, 2016: Annual Evening on Antique Row
Young Friends of the Historical Society and the South Dixie Antique Row Association present the chicest street party
in town. Join the Society as Antique Row comes to life with entertainment, food, and drink! $40 General Admission,
$100 VIP Admission. This is a 21+ event.

2015-2016 Distinguished Lecture Series

This series is free for Society members and $20 per lecture for non-members. Free parking is available. The series
is held at the historic 1916 Court House, home to the Historical Society of Palm Beach County and the Richard and
Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum. A book signing and reception will follow each author’s lecture.
•

November 11, 2015: Nick Wynne, Civil War Blockades: Battle for the Coast.

•

January 13, 2016: Carlton Ward Jr., The Florida Wildlife Corridor: Journey through the Heart of Florida.

•

February 10, 2016: Daniel L. Schafer, Zephaniah Kingsley Jr. and the Atlantic World.

•

March 9, 2016: Doris Weatherford, They Dared to Dream: Florida Women Who Shaped History.

•

April 13, 2016: Richard Rene Silvin, SS Normandie: North Atlantic’s Greatest Goddess.
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From the Photographic Collections

“Driftwood,” Elisha Dimick’s new house on Royal Palm Way, was still under
construction when this photo was shot about 1911. While Dimick was an educated man
and a great entrepreneur, his spelling left something to be desired. The unusual spelling
of “cocoanut” came from him, as did “Chilian,” a road in the Royal Park Addition.
The town council ordered the renaming of the street to “Chilean” in 2003. This is one
of two million photographic images in the Archives of the Historical Society of Palm
Beach County, which are available to the public. If you have questions or would like
to schedule a research appointment, please contact Nick Golubov, Research Director,
at 561-832-4164 ext. 112 or ngolubov@historicalsocietypbc.org.
The Tustenegee
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HSPBC thanks our dedicated Board!

HSPBC Board members at the 2015 Benefactor Reception. Photograph by Capehart Photography.
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A crowd at the intersection of Datura Street and Olive Avenue watches a model in a bathing suit direct traffic in
front of the office of Carr & Carr Realtors located in the Datura Arcade, about 1926. Established in 1923 by brothers
George W. and Oliver B. Carr, the firm built a reputable business for both buyer and seller. The brothers were also
individually involved in other local businesses. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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The Seminole Sun Dance was held in West Palm Beach from 1916 to 1950 as a yearly three-day event in March to keep
tourists here just a bit longer. The children’s parade (below) took place in front of the bleachers and judges’ box during
the Seminole Sun Dance, ca. 1916-1920s. Children dressed in different costumes and decorated their tricycles. Parents
would walk alongside, guiding them through the parade. Everyone had the opportunity to dress in his or her finest
clothes. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

