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From the Editors

The Tustenegee

Dear Reader,

Editor-in-Chief
Debi Murray

We would like to thank our readers for their
enthusiastic response to our first issue of The
Tustenegee, which debuted in April of this year. In the
second issue, we feature articles about President
Theodore Roosevelt’s action of establishing Pelican
Island, near Sebastian, Florida, as the country's first
wildlife refuge at the height of the plume hunting
period. Plume hunters almost exterminated Florida’s
wading bird population for their plumage, which were
used to adorn women’s hats. Janice Owens, of the
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach, discusses
Hattie Gale, the first schoolteacher in southeast Florida.
This is followed by the conclusion of “Three Pioneer
Hotels on Lake Worth.” In the upcoming April 2011
issue, we will highlight articles about the centennial of
the Town of Palm Beach, which was incorporated in
April 1911.

We hope you enjoy this issue of The Tustenegee and we
welcome your comments and article submissions.
Sincerely,

Graphics and Layout
Richard A. Marconi
The Tustenegee is a journal about Palm Beach County
history and is published online twice a year by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to stimulate
public appreciation for the rich history and cultural
heritage of Palm Beach County.
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
300 North Dixie Highway
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: (561) 832-4164
Fax: (561) 832-7965
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
www.pbchistory.org
Mailing Address:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364
The contents of The Tustenegee are copyrighted by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County. All rights
are reserved. Reprint of material is encouraged,
however; written permission from the Historical
Society is required. The Historical Society disclaims
any responsibility for errors in factual material or
statements of opinion expressed by contributors. The
contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of the editors, board, or staff of the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
Inquiries and Contributions
Write to:

The Editors of The Tustenegee

Article submission:

Please submit articles in Microsoft Word
format to the following email: rmarconi@historicalsocietypbc.org, with
author’s full name, email, mailing address, and phone number, and if
applicable, organization. Once the article has been reviewed, the author will
be notified via email whether or not it has been accepted for publication.
Additional instructions will be sent about images, author biography, and
photograph. The Historical Society of Palm Beach County reserves the right
to edit all articles. The editors follow the Chicago Manual of Style for
writing. Authors submitting articles do so with the understanding that they
will not receive compensation.
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From the Archives

We’ve had a very busy summer in the archives. With
five college interns, ten volunteers, and researchers all
vying for work and/or computer space, it has been a
real shuffling act, but we have made real progress
processing new collections and cataloging old ones.
Dick Brown, who joined us as a volunteer in
January, has been working several days a week on our
General Collection subject photograph files. This
includes examining each photograph for clues as to
date, place, event, and subjects and entering this
information into our museum collection database. He
also scans good, representative photographs from the
files and attaches thumbnail images to the database.
This accomplishes two goals; it adds to our large
format digital image collection and supplies the basis
of what we will be putting on the web in the near
future.
Jennifer Brown, a senior at USF, retuned this
summer. Last year she helped Sharon Friedheim, a
volunteer, finish cataloging our books. This year
Sharon has been working on entering our General
Collection of people research files into our database.
Jennifer jumped in to help with this task, and they have
cross-referenced through the Ns. There is still a long
way to go, but this is real progress. This is very time
consuming work. Everything in a file must be read and
culled for keywords that can be added to the database.
So, besides people’s names, they are looking for items
that supply context and are possible research items
themselves—street names, jobs, events, places,
construction, etc.
Lindsay Rogers, a sophomore from Wake Forest in
North Carolina, spent several days a week cataloguing
our General Collection people photograph files. Kristi
Lawson, a recent graduate from FAU, also worked on
this project. They both felt a great sense of
accomplishment when they finished. While they didn’t
scan any of the images—that’s something we can do as
we need them—we now have a complete listing of the
people in the files, making it much easier and faster to
retrieve items when requested.
This summer we’ve had four large collections of
photographs and research material loaned to us for
copying, as the families want to retain the originals.
Justin Petersen, a graduate student at FAU, processed
these loaned collections. He had to scan hundreds of
photographs, which he then added to our database, and
spent hours copying letters, brochures, newsclippings,
and other ephemera so we could have a record for the
archive.

These collections include
material from the Anders
Andersen family loaned to us
by Edith Harris, Andersen’s
daughter. Captain Andersen
owned the Andersen Dredging
Company, Inc., which cut
through the rock of the island
of Palm Beach to create the
Lake Worth Inlet. In later years, he was the city
manager for West Palm Beach, owned a dairy farm,
and was a real estate agent. In the coming months, he
will be added to our Notables interactive exhibit in the
People Gallery of the museum. Stacey Wroble, a
graduate student at FAU, spent most of her internship
researching and writing articles about various people
for the Notables exhibit, and she had a lot of great new
material at her disposal.
Another loaned collection came to us from the
granddaughters of George and Daisy Butler Lyman.
George is from the family that helped settle Lantana.
His wife, Daisy, was the first school teacher in West
Palm Beach in 1894. She had an amazing life, the
details of which will soon appear in our Notables
exhibit.
Yet other loaned material came to us from the
grandsons of Dr. William E. Van Landingham, who
collected newsclippings, photographs, and other
ephemera about the medical field in Palm Beach
County. We are still processing these materials, but
they appear to be a comprehensive record of disease
and medical care in the county, including the
establishment of Pine Ridge and Good Samaritan
Hospitals.
Nancy Kerrigan, a volunteer, and I visited with Jane
Farmer Van Son in May. We recorded her oral history;
and she loaned several photographs, newsclippings,
and other ephemera to be copied and/or scanned to help
support the oral history. Jane’s family settled in West
Palm Beach in the 1920s where she attended various
schools, graduating from St. Ann’s Catholic School
during World War II. She then worked at various
military jobs in south Florida, including the ultra-secret
Camp Murphy in Martin County. She married Nelson
Van Son and they purchased and ran Brigg’s Moving
and Storage on Fern Street for many years. The oral
history has been transcribed and as soon as the final
text has been approved by Jane Van Son, it will be
available for researchers.
Continued on page 27
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From the Collections

Steven Erdmann is Curator of Collections and Exhibits.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in cultural
anthropology and an Master of Arts in museum studies.
Mr. Erdmann has worked with museum collections,
both in the private and non-profit sectors, for over
twenty years.

In the last issue of The
Tustenegee I discussed the
Society’s collecting process. This
time I thought I would share a
recent interesting accession, the
David Lett collection of pioneerera gadgetry.
A native New Yorker, David
Lett retired to Palm Beach County
and began collecting gadgets
manufactured from the late 1880s through the turn of
twentieth century. Scouring second-hand and antiques
stores from Miami to Titusville, David built an
impressive collection of things, especially those that
crank by hand.
Pictured at right, the 'American Meat and Vegetable
Chopper,' circa 1890, is an early version of the food
processor. Unlike a meat grinder that tears and rips
what is fed into it, the bowl rotates while the chopping
blade moves up and down dicing the bowl’s contents.
An advertisement card for this device claimed that
the ingredients for a Christmas mince meat pie could
be prepared in only four minutes. The same product
card stresses its 'indispensable' functionality for hotels,
restaurants, and others in the food service business.
The manufacturer is not identified.
The 'chopper' has no manufacturer’s markings or
patent numbers. Identification was made by comparing
it to similar devices in the online collections at other
institutions. The sole known distributor was Jackson
and Sons, located in Bath, Maine. Bath at that time
was an important ship building center.
How this food chopper made its way to an antiques
store in South Florida is a mystery.
This "New England" style sewing machine is
typical of those manufactured during the 1870s. A
number of companies produced slightly different
versions of this very popular design characterized by a
"walking pressure foot," which moved fabric along
from above rather than from below.
While this particular sewing machine has no
manufacturer or other markings, its open face design
and floral paintwork most resemble The American
model created by James Galloway Weir and
manufactured by Charles Raymond in Guelph, Canada,
beginning in 1871.
These and more than a dozen other pieces were
included in this accession. We thank David Lett for his
unique collection and its donation to the Society.

The American Meat and Vegetable Chopper, ca. 1890. Top: side view;
bottom: top view of chopper. #2009/062.004

New England style Weir sewing machine, ca. 1870s. #2009/062.002
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From Education

The Education Department has been busy. Jason
Fratti, a history major at Florida Atlantic University,
interned with me this past summer. Jason researched
agricultural history in Palm Beach County for the
development of a new trunk for the Traveling
Educational Trunk Program. The new agricultural
trunk is generously supported by a grant from Bank of
America.
In preparation for the new school year, the
Historical Society made two presentations in August
during the teacher’s pre-school week. At Seminole
Ridge High School and the Kravis Center, I highlighted
all the education programs the Historical Society and
the Johnson History Museum offers.
For school year 2010-2011,
the Historical Society distributed
its History of Florida tabloid to
over 7,850 fourth grade students
at 65 elementary schools.
Our other tabloid, Palm Beach
County History and Civics, went
to approximately 14,000 seventh
graders. The Palm Beach County
Bar Association sponsored the
Civics tab this year.
On October 9, we launched our first public program,
the Scarecrow Festival. Thanks to the efforts and
leadership of the volunteer Scarecrow Festival
committee of Shelley Garcia, Janet Murphy, Christina
Kramer, and Monique McCall, the event was a great
beginning for the new season with over 425 parents
and children attending the festival.

Our next public programming
event, with a maritime theme,
will be on January 23, 2011,
on Peanut Island.
The Historical Society
partnered with the Florida
Public Archaeology Network to
hold a teacher workshop entitled
“Archaeology in an Hour.” On
October 16, 21 teachers attended
the class held at the Community Foundation for Palm
Beach and Martin Counties. Dr. Michelle Williams and
Sarah Nohe from FPAN led the discussion and
activities about archaeology. Following that, I talked
about the jewelry worn by ancient Floridians. The
teachers then made olive shell necklaces and feather
holders.
For the future, we are working on the agricultural
trunk, a Holocaust trunk with the School District of
Palm Beach County, an architectural tour of the 1916
county courthouse which will be added to the list of
tours offered at the Johnson History Museum,
and a self-paced docent-training course.
Richard A. Marconi is Curator of Education and has
been on staff with the Historical Society since 2002.
In 2001 he graduated summa cum laude from Florida
Atlantic University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
history. Marconi is co-author of Arcadia Publishing’s
Images of America series: West Palm Beach 18931950 (2006) and Palm Beach (2009); co-author of
Palm Beach County at 100: Our History; Our Home
(The Palm Beach Post, 2009); and producer and cowriter of the Historical Society’s documentary “Puddle
Jumpers of Lantana: The History of the Civil Air
Patrol’s Coastal Patrol 3” (2007).

Above left: New cover of the Palm Beach County History and Civics tabloid; lower left: one of
the scarecrows entered in the Scarecrow Contest; lower right: teachers excavate a chocolate chip
cookie during the teacher workshop.
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“I so declare it.”

Courtesy Richard A. Marconi.

Courtesy Library of Congress.

Statement by President Theodore Roosevelt
when he made his decision to establish Pelican Island
as a national wildlife preserve, 1903.
The Tustenegee
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The eather

ars and
Theodore Roosevelt
by Steven Erdmann

has occurred many times throughout history, the
Asefforts
of a single individual become a galvanizing
force that changes events. In the case of the 'Feather
Wars' that person was Theodore Roosevelt, the twentysixth President of the United States. As William T.
Hornaday, then director of the New York Zoological
Park, wrote in 1913, "When the story of the national
government's part in wild-life protection is finally
written, it will be found that while he was president,
Theodore Roosevelt made a record in that field that is
indeed enough to make his reign illustrious." In 1903
with the simple phrase, "I So Declare It," Roosevelt
began the modern era of environmental protection.
The 'Feather Wars' encompass a period of time from
the late 1800s through the early twentieth century
during which a market demand for exotic bird feathers
was countered by both political and social activism.
The use of feathers and exotic plumage for personal
decoration can be documented at least three thousand
years. From the fans of Egyptian pharaohs to the
plumed helmets of Roman military officers, feathers
have been used to indicate status and rank. Marie

A woman wearing the latest fashions in women’s hats,
early 20th century. Courtesy Library of Congress.

Antoinette has been credited for beginning what turned
into a fashion craze in Europe of decorative plumage
that had global consequences.
By the late 1800s the industrial revolution was in
full development in the United States. One person
killing a bird and mounting its feathers on a hat had
little effect on the natural environment. But factories
manufacturing shotguns that could bring down
thousands of birds as resource material for the
millinery industry is a different story. By 1900,
millinery companies in the United States employed
over 83,000 workers.
Manufacturing plants also built printing presses.
Mass produced women's fashion magazines featured
exotic feathers adorning hats, gowns, capes, and
parasols. Women's demands for feathered creations
produced a market demand for great quantities of
prized plumage. "The desire to be fashionable led
scores of thousands of women to milliners for
something eye-catching and elegant," wrote historian
Robin Doughty in Feathers and Bird Protection. By
the turn of the twentieth century it is estimated that
more than five million birds a year were being killed to
supply the booming American millinery trade.
What began in Florida with pioneer residents
supplementing the family's income by shooting birds
and selling the plumes progressed to market hunters
traveling to the state to harvest ever larger caches of
birds. The most coveted and highly valued plumage
occurs during the mating and nesting season, therefore
that's when they were hunted. Two generations were
lost with each attack on a rookery – immature eggs

A family working with feathers for the millinery industry, early 20 th century.
Courtesy Library of Congress.

9

October 2010

and young birds were left to die of starvation. With
dwindling bird populations the price of plumage
increased exponentially until an ounce of snowy egret
feathers was worth twice that of gold; and so more
hunters journeyed to Florida to strike it rich.
Although many people worked to end the slaughter,
only one person ultimately had the power to bring an
end to the carnage. Theodore Roosevelt was born in
1859 to a wealthy Manhattan, New York, family. A
caricature image of Roosevelt exists in the public mind
that does not begin to describe the man he became. As
a child he was fascinated by the natural world around
him, but particularly by birds. "It was the world of
birds - birds above all - that burst upon him, upstaging
all else in his eyes," historian David McCullough wrote
in his book, Mornings on Horseback.
A favorite boyhood book of Roosevelt's was the
Boy Hunters, the story of three brothers hunting for a
white buffalo, written by Captain Mayne Reid. Unlike
other books of the time, Reid included the proper Latin
names for wildlife and plants. This inspired Roosevelt
to begin keeping diaries recording his attempts to
properly identify every bird in the Manhattan area. He
learned bird taxidermy from one of John James
Audubon's assistants, and a room in young Roosevelt's
home became The Roosevelt Museum, containing
taxidermy specimens of the birds of New York.
Roosevelt's father was one of the founders of New
York's American Museum
of Natural History. As the
child of a large donor, he
had nearly free access to
the Museum's laboratories.
An assistant at the
Museum gave a teenaged
Roosevelt a copy of
Charles Darwin‘s On
Origin of the Species to
read. He often said that it
changed his outlook on the
world thereafter. He tried
to
understand the multitude
of bird species throughout
the world from an evolutionary perspective,
reading all he could by
noted ornithologists. His
early curiosity about the
natural world combined
with exposure to scientific inquiry led Roosevelt to
make decisions that helped stop the feather trade.
By the early 1900s, Pelican Island, in the Indian
River Lagoon across from the town of Sebastian, had
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Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge, no date. Courtesy USFWS.

the last breeding colony of brown pelicans on Florida's
east coast. It had long been the intention of Frank
Chapman, Curator of Ornithology at American
Museum of Natural History, to purchase Pelican Island
and create a bird sanctuary. He worried, though, that
representatives of the millinery industry would attempt
to outbid him. In 1886 Chapman had a letter to the
editor published in Forest and Stream (precursor to
Field and Stream) entitled, "Birds and Bonnets." He
was outraged that three-quarters of the women's hats he
observed in Manhattan were adorned with exotic
feathers (he actually did field observation of this kind
and tabulated tables by bird species). Chapman had an
early understanding of a concept that wouldn't be
named for decades - biodiversity. Chapman insisted
that the habitat for breeding and nesting birds in
Florida had to be preserved.
Roosevelt first learned about Pelican Island while
working on his natural history degree at Harvard
University, from the published field notes of Dr. Henry
Bryant. In 1859 Bryant recorded his observational
notes at Pelican Island while retained as an
ornithologist by the Boston Society of Natural History.
Before sailing to Cuba during the Spanish-American
War, Roosevelt had spent hours studying brown
pelican habits from his station on Tampa Bay and was
fascinated by these birds. While in Tampa he observed
bird carcasses piled twenty yards high near the port
rotting in the sun from plume hunting activity. The
image haunted him.
Roosevelt's political effort to protect bird rookeries
in Florida began in March 1903, eighteen months into
his presidency following the assassination of William
McKinley. As one of the honorary founders and
officers of the Florida Audubon Society, he wanted to
strengthen the reach of the U.S. Biological Survey in
Florida. To Roosevelt, "the Union victory in the Civil
War, in fact, meant that the U.S. federal government
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Defenders of short-sighted men who in their greed and selfishness will, if permitted, rob our country of
half its charm by their reckless extermination of all useful and beautiful wild things sometimes seek to
champion them by saying that "the game belongs to the people." So it does; and not merely the people
now alive, but to the unborn. The "greatest good for the greatest number" applies to the number within
the womb of time, compared to which those now alive form but an insignificant fraction. Our duty to the
whole, including unborn generations, bids us to restrain an unprincipled present-day minority from
wasting the heritage of these unborn generations. The movement for the conservation of wild life and the
larger movement the conservation of all our natural resources are essentially democratic in spirit,
purpose, and method.
Theodore Roosevelt, A Book-Lover's Holidays in the Open (1916)
had emerged as the principal proponent of national
reform movements like conservation." (Douglas
Preston)
In 1900 the Lacey Act, which made it illegal to
transport protected birds across state lines, was passed
and signed into law. The following year Florida passed
the Model AOU (American Ornithologist Union) Law
protecting non-game birds. The AOU had wisely come
to the conclusion that if they created template verbiage
it had better chances of getting these laws passed. State
legislation was necessary to set up categories of
protected non-game birds for the Lacey Act to function
as envisioned. A larger problem for Chapman's vision
loomed: Pelican Island had not been surveyed by the
U.S. General Land Office (GLO). William Dutcher,
then Chairman of the AOU, had a survey commissioned. With the survey about to be filed, it came to
light that homesteaders’ applications had to be given
preference when GLO land was sold.
By 1903, Roosevelt was an old hand at American
politics. Though he came to the presidency by the
assassination of William McKinley, he had previously
been a U.S. Civil Service Commissioner, a member of
the Board of Police Commissioners of New York, and
Governor of New York. He understood how the
structure of government functioned. In March 1903, a
meeting of minds took place at the White House Roosevelt, Frank Chapman, and William
Dutcher. As Douglas Brinkley wrote of
the meeting in Wilderness Warrior,

"after listening attentively to their description of
Pelican Island's quandary, and sickened by the update
on the plumers' slaughter for millinery ornaments,
Roosevelt asked, 'Is there any law that will prevent me
from declaring Pelican Island a Federal Bird
Reservation?' The answer was a decided no; the island,
after all was federal property. 'Very well then,'
Roosevelt said with marvelous quickness, ‘I So
Declare It.’”
During the remainder of his presidency, Roosevelt
set aside over 234 million acres of the United States
and U.S. held territories as national parks, national
forests, and wildlife refuges. The tide had turned in the
Feather Wars, not only in terms of national wildlife
refuges, but in the sheer magnitude of protected habitat
to support avian life. Additional legislation was
combined with such social activism as the women's
suffragists' movement, taking their lead from Queen
Victoria in Great Britain who had made a public
proclamation denouncing ornamental feather use. But
it was Theodore Roosevelt's executive declarations that
protected wildlife habitats, such national treasures as
the Grand Canyon, and Florida's shore birds.

To learn more about this subject, visit Feather Wars:
Surviving Fashion 1870-1920, a special exhibit at the
Johnson History Museum. See page 26 for details.
Theodore Roosevelt dressed for hunting, 1883.
Courtesy Library of Congress.
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What Ever Happened to Hattie Gale?
Hattie Gale Sanders
The first teacher in southeast Florida
by Janice G. Owens

the mid-1880s there was not one school in all of
I nsoutheast
Florida. A group of ambitious pioneer
ladies of the Lake Worth settlement petitioned the
County Commissioners at the new county seat of Juno,
located at the head of Lake Worth, for funds to build a
school for their children. Land had been donated by
Squire Hoagland and the Brown Family homesteads,
just south of the lot where the second Bethesda-by-the
Sea Episcopal Church eventually stood along the
shores of Lake Worth in Palm Beach, or one-mile north
of the Flagler Memorial Bridge. The School District
allotted $200 for lumber shipped from Jacksonville,
Florida. Under the watchful eye of George Lainhart
and the assistance of Ross Brown, the men of the
community all pitched in and built a 22-by-40-foot
one-room schoolhouse.
School opened in early March 1886. On that first
day of classes, the teacher, sixteen-year old Hattie
Gale, greeted seven students ranging in age from six to
seventeen. As the year progressed more children
attended the school.
Hattie Louisa Gale was born on January 20, 1870,
in Manhattan, Kansas, to Reverend Elbridge Gale and
Elizabeth Carpenter Gale. Shortly after Reverend and
Mrs. Gale were married, Hattie’s older brother George
was born in 1854 and a sister, Ella, in 1856. The family
moved from Vermont to Illinois where Reverend Gale
was pastor of a small country Baptist church.
When the Civil War ended, they travelled to
Kansas, first by rail and then by covered wagon which
stopped at Milford, Kansas. Soon afterwards, Reverend
Gale’s services were requested in Manhattan, Kansas,
as pastor of a Baptist Church.

Hattie Gale. Courtesy John (Jack) Elbridge Sanders collection,
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach.
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Gale regularly commuted to Manhattan by horseback
until the family relocated there, not far from Kansas
State Agriculture College. He joined the educational
institution as a professor of Horticulture and Regent of
the college.
During the winter of 1884, Reverend Gale became
very ill; the weather in Kansas was proving to be
detrimental to his health. The Gales agreed it would be
best if he traveled to a much warmer climate. Reverend
Gale packed his trunk, purchased a train ticket, and
headed south to Jacksonville, Florida.
On his way to Jacksonville, he was told of warmer
weather further down the east coast of Florida. He
knew that he wanted to get below the frost line. His
journey took him on the St. Johns River steamer south
to Sanford then on towards Rockledge on another
steamer. Eventually arriving along the shores of
Lake Worth, he found what seemed like
paradise. His letters home were joyful
accounts of what he saw and how
he felt.

Initially Reverend Gale found work with Elisha
Dimick as a carpenter. Next he established a homestead
claim on the west side of Lake Worth which required
building a residence and he built a rough pine cabin
with a saw palmetto roof. His son George and family
joined him along the lake in February 1885. They
worked diligently to get George established with some
property, built a cabin, and even secured a job in a new
store as storekeeper north of the Brelsford’s store.
Reverend Gale returned home to Kansas later that
spring.
When fall came, it was decided that the
youngest daughter Hattie would go
south with her father instead of
returning to college. Her parents
felt that she was “too young

The first schoolhouse in southeast Florida. Hattie Gale, in white dress, standing in doorway, ca. 1886. Courtesy HSPBC.
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and too much interested in three or four boys” and that
Mangonia was a small post office settlement near her
she wasn’t very strong… and she was very happy to
father’s homestead claim.
go! Fifteen–year old Hattie Gale traveled with her
The following August of 1890, Will graduated from
father down the same route he had taken the previous
Kansas State Agriculture College. He immediately
year with one exception, they took the stage coach
borrowed a hundred dollars from his sister and made
from Jupiter to the west side of Lake Worth right to the
his way to Florida. One week later he arrived at George
front of her brother’s house. Hattie lived with her
Gale’s home where he and Hattie were reunited. Two
brother’s family and father for about one year.
weeks after his arrival, August 24, 1890, Hattie Gale
It was during her initial visit to the Lake Worth area
and Will Sanders were married by her father, Reverend
that Hattie Gale, who was very well educated, was
Elbridge Gale.
chosen to teach at the first public school of Dade
With less than a hundred dollars and some
County. Hattie taught at the one-room schoolhouse in
household equipment, Hattie and Will rented a small
the spring of 1886. By fall, her father had completed
house. Will taught at the Mangonia School. In June of
building a very comfortable cottage on his homestead
1891 Hattie gave birth to their first son, Elbridge Gale
claim. After he and Hattie set up housekeeping, her
Sanders. With her mother going north for the summer,
mother came south for the winter. Her mother had
Hattie and Will moved into her father’s house. Will
enough of Florida and was ready to return to
worked for George Lainhart as a carpenter. His pay
Manhattan in the spring of 1887. Hattie accompanied
was two dollars a day to work ten hours plus he had to
her mother back to Kansas to complete her college
row his boat to work and back. For the next year
education at Kansas State Agriculture College, now
Hattie, Will, and their son lived with Reverend
Kansas State University. They arrived at the same time
Elbridge Gale. Will’s father stayed with them part of
her original class was graduating.
the time as well.
After the commencement, many of the students
When young Elbridge was a year old, Hattie’s
were leaving for summer vacations at the Union Pacific
mother arranged for Hattie and the baby to spend the
Railroad Station in Manhattan, Kansas. Hattie was
summer with her in Johnson, Vermont, where she had
there with some friends when she was introduced to a
been born and married. When they returned to Lake
big, young college student with a guitar strapped to his
Worth, she found that Will had built a new home on
shoulder, William H. Sanders. While attending school
the lakefront property her father had given them.
they took several classes together. Mrs. Gale took in
Hattie’s mother died suddenly in February of 1893. Her
father insisted that the small family move in with him.
students as boarders and Will Sanders was among the
twelve college students that stayed at the Gale
Will Sanders, Hattie’s husband, worked many
household. From Will’s recollection “Those years that
different jobs during his lifetime. In 1906 the family
I boarded in the Gale house, firmly formed the future
had moved to Miami due to his job as an engineer on a
pattern of two people,
-to-wit, - Hattie Louisa
Gale, and William Henry
Sanders.”
Hattie graduated from
college in the spring of
1889 and spent the summer
with her sister, Ella Kedzie.
Next, she returned to Florida
to join her father as housekeeper on his homestead.
From Will Sanders’
recollection, “During that
winter she taught the
Mangonia School for six
months and used all of her
„munificent‟ salary to buy
household equipment
towards the day when we
William H. Sanders and Hattie L. Gale shortly before their marriage by Reverend Elbridge Gale on
were to be married.”
August 24, 1890 at Lake Worth. Courtesy John (Jack) Elbridge Sanders collection, Preservation
Foundation of Palm Beach.
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The William and Hattie Gale Sanders family, 1910. Courtesy John (Jack) Elbridge Sanders collection,
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach.

power boat. While working on the Flagler Overseas
Railroad project near Long Key he was swept out to
sea during a hurricane. Fortunately, he was one of the
seventy-two survivors.
While Will worked in St. Augustine with the East
Coast Canal Company, Hattie and their four children
returned to their home on the lakefront with her father.
Reverend Elbridge Gale died suddenly in November
1907.
Hattie and Will had six children: Elbridge Gale
Sanders (1891-1967), Anna Elizabeth Sanders (18941947), Carew Henry Sanders (1895-1938), Margaret
Sanders (1901-1903), Dorothy Louise Sanders (19042005), and William “Billie” Thomas Sanders (19121933).
When the children reached the age to attend college
in 1908, Hattie took the children back to Manhattan,
Kansas. Hattie felt that the schools were much better in
Kansas and wanted the best education for her children.
Three of their children graduated from Kansas State
Agriculture College. Will remained in Florida as
Superintendent of Dredges for the completion of the
Inland Waterway from Jacksonville to Key West.

Will finally joined his family in Kansas. He became
an Associate Professor of Agriculture Engineering at
Kansas State Agricultural College in 1912 and in 1916
was granted the professional degree of Mechanical
Engineer for his thesis based on his work as a dredging
engineer in Florida.
In 1930 Hattie and Will decided to return to their
beloved Florida and lived their retirement years in
Inverness. Over the span of their lives Hattie and Will
enjoyed seven grand-children and many great-grandchildren.
On August 1, 1955, Hattie Gale Sanders died in
Inverness. Shortly after her death, Will Sanders wrote
these words about Hattie: “Mrs. Sanders was a loving
and devoted wife for almost sixty-five years. Whatever
her sons and daughters have amounted to, - during
their lives, - is due in the greatest measure to the
outstanding character of their Mother.”
Her grandson, John Elbridge (Jack) Sanders, recalls
her as a “soft spoken, warm and caring lady who had a
deep and abiding love for her family. She was quick of
Continued on page 27
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Three Hotels on Lake Worth Part II
by Richard A. Marconi

“Best hotel in this part of Florida [Hotel Lake Worth].”
-William Drysdale of New York, 1891

Part II is a continuation of “Three Early Hotels on
Lake Worth.” In the last issue of The Tustenegee,
Part I examined the Cocoanut Grove House (est.
1880), the first hotel opened on Lake Worth. This
part is about the other two hotels, Hotel Lake Worth
and Oak Lawn House (both est. 1888).

Drawing of the Hotel Lake Worth by pioneer George Potter, ca. 1890s. Courtesy HSPBC.
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until the Hotel Royal Poinciana opened in 1894. This
was the first structure to be designed and built as a
hotel in the lake area. There were also two cottages,
one on each side of the main hotel building. In July
1888, lumber for the hotel was transported by boat
from Jacksonville. By October, Dye was putting the
finishing touches on the hotel to open for the winter
season.
Situated on high ground, the hotel property
extended from lake to ocean and had a large truck
garden to supply guests with fresh vegetables. For
eleven years Dye hunted every Saturday to provide
fresh meat for his family and visitors. In his memoirs,
Dye wrote he did not ever have to buy meat. Traveler
William Drysdale of New York described the hotel as
the “best hotel in this part of Florida, a large house
heated with steam.” By the 1891-1892 season, Dye
had opened the Lake Worth Laundry Service which
may have been located on the hotel grounds.
In 1892 Dye had an unscheduled guest after the
hotel had closed for the season. On April 14, James E.
Ingraham, who at the time was president of South
Florida Railroad Company, owned by Henry Plant,
arrived at the hotel. But in the near future Ingraham
would be working for Henry Flagler. Ingraham was on
a two-month exploration of south Florida through the
Everglades from Fort Myers to Miami then north along
the east coast. His journey began in March 1892 and
he arrived on Lake Worth the middle of the following
month. When Ingraham arrived, his party attempted to
make it to the Cocoanut Grove House. However,
inclement weather prevented them from reaching it
though they were able to make it to Dye’s hotel.
Ingraham spent the night and departed for Jupiter the
following day. Even though he was only here for a
night, Ingraham had mixed feelings about Lake Worth.

Harlan Page Dye, 1925, and letterhead.
Courtesy HSPBC.

Hotel Lake Worth
Yorker Harlan Page Dye (1851-1930) came to
New
the Lake Worth area in 1874 via Jacksonville. He
had been traveling with friends to Kansas City when
the group stopped at Lake Worth for a rest. When they
were ready to resume their travels, Dye decided he was
going to stay. He filed a land grant with the state and
established a homestead north of the present Flagler
Memorial Bridge on the east shore of the lake. A year
later, he constructed the sloop Mohawk in Titusville to
transport people, supplies, and mail to the lake region.
Then, as assistant keeper at the Jupiter Inlet
Lighthouse, Dye built another boat, the eleven-ton
Gazelle, to transport the settlers’ produce to
Jacksonville to sell and to bring passengers to Palm
Beach on the return trip.
Much like Elisha Dimick, owner of the Cocoanut
Grove House, Dye saw an opportunity to provide for
tourists and settlers. In the early 1880s, after Dye had
placed the Gazelle into service, he began selling
groceries from his homestead. According to pioneer
Charles Pierce, Dye’s grocery store was an
“appreciated establishment,” because the settlers no
longer had to travel to Titusville or Jacksonville for the
basic “necessities of life.” In 1886 he opened a tenroom hotel with a grocery store in the area of today’s
Palm Beach Country Club. Two years later, tourists
were so numerous, Dye constructed the sixty-threeroom Hotel Lake Worth, the largest hotel in the area

The front porch of the Hotel Lake Worth, ca. 1890s. Courtesy HSPBC.
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In his diary he wrote, “Lake Worth impresses me very
favorably by reason of handsome improvements but
does not compare with Biscayne Bay, in my opinion,
for fruit or residence; don’t like the dirty lake water.”
The hoteliers of Lake Worth had many visitors to
provide for. The 1893 season was a very busy time for
Dye. His busiest months for that year were February
and March with 670 guests. From January 1890 to
January 1895, when the Hotel Lake Worth register (the
only extant copy) ends, 2,859 people stayed at Dye’s
hotel. For some unknown reason, children staying at
the Hotel Lake Worth were registered as one-half a
person.
The well-known hotel fell victim to fire early
Sunday morning, July 18, 1897. The Dye family was
sleeping when fire erupted in the east wing of the hotel.
A bright light disturbed Dye’s daughter Ruby. She
looked out a window to see the kitchen area engulfed
in flames and quickly woke her mother and father.
Running outside with a firearm, Dye fired into the air
to bring help.

Neighbors in the area reached the scene to help save
what they could from the burning structure. They also
helped by throwing water on a cottage to the south to
keep it from burning. Despite everyone’s best efforts,
the inferno completely consumed the hotel. According
to Dye, the loss of the building cost him about $12,000.
During the fire, ammunition Dye stored in the hotel
exploded, causing some excitement, as people had to
seek cover behind trees and surrounding buildings.
Dye never rebuilt the hotel and finally sold the
property in 1913. He did go on to work in dairy
farming, land development, and auto sales. When Dye
established his dairy farm, he brought the first dairy
cows to the Lake Worth area. During the SpanishAmerican War, Dye received a military contract to
open a dairy farm in Cuba to supply U.S. troops with
milk. He later sold his dairy farm to the East Coast
Hotel Company who built a golf course on it. Dye was
married twice and raised four children. He is buried at
Woodlawn Cemetery in West Palm Beach.

Guests pose at the Hotel Lake Worth for this photograph in the early 1890s. In the photograph, one can see the manicured grounds and trees that covered the area.
Courtesy HSPBC.
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“Clever genial people make it [the hotel] just what it is – a
pleasant home place for rest and ease.”
-Anonymous, ca. 1890s

A sketch of Allen Heyser’s Oak Lawn House as seen from Lake Worth. The hotel sits atop an ancient Indian mound, while in the foreground is the steamer
Lake Worth is preparing to stop at the hotel’s dock. Drawing by pioneer George Potter, ca. 1890s. Courtesy HSPBC.

Oak Lawn House
The Oak Lawn House was another Pioneer Era
hotel on Lake Worth. It was located on lakefront
property in the area of what is now 10th to 12th Street in
Riviera Beach. In 1882 pioneer Allen E. Heyser
(1857-1924), who would later become an attorney and
Dade County judge, settled on eighty acres therefore
becoming the first resident of present day Riviera
Beach. He purchased the land for $500 from Frank
Dimick who bought it in 1881 but never settled there.
Six years later, Heyser married Mattie Spencer,
daughter of Valorus O. Spencer, the postmaster of the
Lake Worth post office. The couple first built a small
house but kept building until they completed a threestory, twenty-room structure they named Oak Lawn
House. The name Oak Lawn was taken from five huge
oak trees on Heyser’s property. The hotel sat on a high
bluff, said to have been thirty feet high, which was an
ancient Indian shell mound. It ran down to the
lakeshore with an embankment that extended threequarters of a mile along the shore. This location gave
the hotel a commanding view of the surrounding
countryside and lake.

On August 16, 1888, a hurricane struck the region
causing some damage to Oak Lawn House, which was
still under construction, and completely destroying the
hotel dock. Despite minor damage to the building, by
the end of August, Heyser was able to move in. By
October, all that was needed was furniture for the hotel
to be ready for the winter season. When it opened,
Heyser offered guests single rooms or suites.
Between November and December 1888, as Heyser
prepared to open the hotel for the winter season, he
applied to the Postmaster General in Washington, D.C.,
to establish a post office named Oak Lawn. In
February 1889, he received approval for the post office
located at his hotel. It opened on 13 February, with
Mattie Spencer Heyser as postmistress. This was the
fifth post office to open in the lake region. Renting a
room at Oak Lawn in 1892 cost a visitor $2.00 to $2.50
a day or $10.00 to $12.00 a week for room and board.
By 1893, the hotel owners had added a telegraph
office at the hotel. During one particularly busy
season, according to Mrs. Heyser, the hotel was
nicknamed “Syracuse House because most of the
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An advertisement from the back of writing paper from Oak Lawn House. It shows the locations of post offices on Lake Worth. Notice that Oak
Lawn has been crossed off and Riviera written in, ca. 1893. Courtesy HSPBC.
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guests were from Syracuse, New York.”
A few years later, The Tropical Sun provided its
readers with a description of the Oak Lawn House
property. The unknown writer stated it was a “wellappointed establishment, a fine garden, a profusion of
dairy products, fine fruit trees, well-kept premises,
clever genial people make it just what it is – a pleasant
home place for rest and ease.” Mattie Heyser grew a
variety of vegetables such as potatoes, beans, beets,
tomatoes, cabbage, and strawberries. In February
1892, winter visitor Emma Gilpin wrote about her short
stay at Oak Lawn before moving to the Cocoanut
Grove House on Palm Beach. She said that the rooms
were comfortable but the food was rather poor. She
and her family were regulars at the Cocoanut Grove
House.
In 1893 a visiting journalist staying at the hotel
remarked that the area was “the Riviera of America.”
Heyser liked the name Riviera and applied to the U.S.
Postal Service to have the name of the post office
changed to Riviera, which was approved in April 1893.
That same year Heyser hired a manager to oversee the
daily operations of the hotel. Dr. E. Hinckson is listed
as the proprietor on an advertisement in The Tropical
Sun in April 1893. Like the Cocoanut Grove House,
entertainment was held at Oak Lawn. One such event
was a musical performance reported by The Tropical
Sun in September 1891.
Heyser, who had been elected as a judge in Dade
County, moved to Miami in 1899 when the county seat
was re-located from Juno back to Miami. Juno was
located at the north end of Lake Worth and was the seat
of Dade County from 1889-1899.

An Oak Lawn House advertisement that appeared in the Florida
Star newspaper. Courtesy HSPBC.

The Oak Lawn House after Charles
Newcomb renovated it, ca. 1903.
Courtesy HSPBC.
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In 1900, Heyser exchanged
properties with Dr. Ashton H. Cary,
a Georgia physician. Heyser
received full ownership of a piece of
property held jointly in the name of
both men. In return, Cary got the
hotel property. After the
transaction, Cary put the hotel up
for sale. Sometime in 1901 or 1902,
Iowa entrepreneur-inventor Charles
Nelson Newcomb purchased Oak
Lawn Hotel for $2,500. By this
time the hotel had been closed and
had fallen into disrepair.
Newcomb was born in New
York in 1850. As a child he did
carpentry work with his father, and
as a teenager he left home to join an
uncle in Illinois where he worked in
carpentry. After making a small
fortune, Newcomb moved to Iowa
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A view of Lake Worth from Oak Lawn with an inset of the hotel, ca. 1900. Courtesy HSPBC.

where he began manufacturing wagons in Lewis.
While living there, Newcomb invented a textile
machine called the Flying Shuttle Rag Carpet Loom
and moved into the loom business where he made his
larger fortune. He later invented and received a patent
for the Fly Machine (a type of textile machine) and the
suction dredge in 1905. The dredge was later used to
dredge the lakeshore in front of Newcomb’s property.
Newcomb was already familiar with the Oak Lawn
property. During vacations to Palm Beach in the
1890s, he and his family would sail from Palm Beach
to Oak Lawn to have tea at the hotel. After he bought
the property, Newcomb converted the hotel into his
family residence. According to Edith Newcomb, her
father did not like the name Oak Lawn; he preferred
the name “Riviera” and spelled “Riviera” out in
bleached conch shells placed in the front yard facing
the lake. During renovations to the structure, Newcomb
extended the porch and added an enclosed observatory
to the top of the house.
During the renovation, he planted several varieties
of fruit trees on the old hotel property. In 1914
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Newcomb investigated the Indian mound, upon which
the hotel-turned-residence sat, sending his findings and
a detailed map to the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D.C., where the findings are now on file
at the Museum of Natural History. Prior to
Newcomb’s investigation, Heyser and his father had
examined the mound. They had found evidence of
human and animal bones and iron artifacts. The
mound stretched across the lakefront, between 11th and
12th Streets, to the west side of Avenue E.
Newcomb owned the old hotel until 1919 when he
sold the property to local developer Thomas J.
Campbell for $30,000. At the time of the sale, The
Palm Beach Post reported the property had a park in
front and 350 feet of lakefront that extended 230 feet
west, and a house with twenty-one rooms. Campbell
planned to change the structure from a residence to a
clubhouse, to entertain various groups of “yachtsmen
and fishing parties.” The following year the
Heyser/Newcomb place was advertised as the Hotel
Riviera Café managed by R.A. Dewees. Following
this, the property changed hands several more times.
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Charles Newcomb was ambitious and set out to
develop Riviera as a resort like Palm Beach. He had
the area surveyed and marketed for sale. In 1922 the
Town of Riviera was incorporated and Newcomb was
appointed town clerk. By the 1930s, Newcomb had
passed into obscurity and both the hotel and Indian
mound were demolished. The Port of Palm Beach now
occupies some of the area where the last pioneer hotel
once stood.

By 1891, the Hotel Lake Worth offered laundry
services as noted by laundry charges in the guest
register. Some wealthier clients traveled with servants,
who took care of their employers’ daily needs. These
servants can be found in the registers, most only listed
as maid, nurse, or servant. For instance, Julia Tuttle’s
maid is registered as part of the Tuttle party in
November 1891 not by name but only as “maid” at the
Cocoanut Grove House. Pittsburgh millionaire and
later owner of the Cocoanut Grove House, Charles J.
Clarke registered his servants at Dimick’s as “maid and
man servant.” On September 26, 1886, W.H. Benedict
of New Brunswick, New Jersey, and his family stayed
at the Cocoanut Grove House. They registered their
servant as “Colored Servant.” Since the register is not
clear as to what room the servant was given, it is
unknown, given the era, where a colored servant would
have stayed during the visit.
For the visitors, there was plenty to keep them busy
in the lake area during their winter visits. According to
John and Emma Gilpin, who were regular guests at the
Cocoanut Grove House, the 11:00 am “sea bathing”
was a daily ritual. Sewing bees for the ladies were
common and held at various houses of locals or
seasonal residents. Some guests at the Cocoanut Grove
House engaged in the game Blind Man’s Bluff during
the evenings in the parlor. Boating was a favorite
activity both during the daytime and at night by moonlight. They often called at different houses to visit the
locals and to have lunch or dinner. There were picnic
excursions to the inlet, islands, or the mainland.
Visitors also went hunting on the mainland for
ducks, birds, bear, and alligators. Fishing was a
favorite pastime for both guests and locals who fished
from boats, docks, and the beach. Guests went to
church at the Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea
and various get-togethers held there. There were
plenty of activities to occupy one’s time as indicated by
letters sent home to friends and family.
The opening of Henry Flagler’s Royal Poinciana
Hotel and the passing of the Cocoanut Grove House
signaled the end of the Pioneer Era though Oak Lawn
House and Hotel Lake Worth continued to operate until
one burned down and the other was sold and converted
into a private residence. Regardless of their demise,
they were important to the development and economy
of the area. The hotels provided monetary support for
the owners and their families. In turn, others earned
cash by providing transport services and supplies to the
hotels and their guests.

Odds and Ends
Visitors arriving in the Palm Beach area during the
Pioneer Era were an adventurous lot. They came to
enjoy the wilderness paradise of south Florida and to
participate in the various sports offered, such as
fishing, hunting, and boating, that continue today.
Fishing was excellent on the lake or the ocean. As for
hunting, the island jungle and the mainland were
teeming with wildlife. By the early 1900s, most of the
wild animals had moved further inland to escape the
growing human population or had been killed off.
Another aspect of the pioneer hotels’ appeal was
their location on the shores of Lake Worth, not the
ocean. As the highway of the day, the lake provided the
greatest ease of transporting goods and people. All
hotels had docks where boats could drop off visitors at
their front doors. An underlying reason for the hotels’
locations on the lake may also have been more shelter
on the lakeside from storms coming from the east.
Services at the early hotels would have been limited.
At least in the beginning, the owners’ wives more than
likely were the cooks preparing the daily meals for
both family and guests. They would also have
provided a limited maid service. One guest, Josephine
Davidson of New York, found out the hard way about
the limited services when she and her husband, James
Wood Davidson, stayed at the Cocoanut Grove House
in 1884. She had to cook and wash for the both of
them, which she had to learn very quickly to do since
Josephine was unaccustomed to these chores. A year
after arriving in Palm Beach, James and Josephine built
their home Osera on the west shore of Lake Worth. By
1891, Dye may have employed at least one bellboy, a
young African American who was a “hall boy” at the
Royal Victoria Hotel in Nassau. Traveler William
Drysdale recognized the boy when he came down to
the Hotel Lake Worth’s boat dock to pick up
Drysdale’s bag.

Continued on page 27
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Did You Know…
Seminole Sun Dance
Hundreds of people danced down the center of
Clematis Street during the inaugural Seminole Sun
Dance in March 1916. Created to foster civic pride and
provide economic stimulation to downtown West Palm
Beach, it effectively expanded the tourist season which
until then typically ended with the Washington
Birthday Ball in February. The three-day event
featured dancing, pageants, and parades. By 1919,
participants could win $15 cash awards for being the
best dressed couple wearing Sundance colors, the best
dressed as a Seminole male or female, and “fancy”
dress. Members of the Seminole Indian Tribe
performed traditional dances, marched in the parade,
and sold hand-made goods during the affair. The last
Seminole Sundance was held in March 1950.
Information from the files of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
Alfar Creamery
Alfar Creamery was founded in 1930 by Alf R.
Nielsen, former president of Palm Beach Creamery
Company. A $125,000 plant was built at 456
Flamingo Drive. The vice president of Alfar
Creamery was A.E. Parker of Bertana Farms. The
creamery purchased milk from local dairies such as
Pennock Plantation (Jupiter), Boynton Dairies of
E.L. Winchester and Bertana, and E.E. Clark Dairy
of Kelsey City (Lake Park). Local residents
received fresh milk delivered in the white Alfar
Creamery trucks daily. Nielsen’s creamery merged
with the local Lake Worth Boutwell Dairy in 1963
becoming Alfar-Boutwell and the fourth largest
independently owned dairy in Florida. Boutwell
Dairy was owned by William Boutwell who
invented the process to make half and half. In
1965, Alf and Gordon Nielson bought the company from the three Boutwell family members George, his brother Arthur, and
sister June for a million dollars. Within a few years, the company was sold to Orlando area T.G. Lee Dairy. By the 1970s,
dairies in Palm Beach County were gone, the land too valuable for agriculture. Many have since been developed into
residential and business centers.
Information from the files of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County and The Palm Beach Post.
The History behind the Name:
Apoxee (Ah-po-ee) Park: This City of West Palm Beach park is located about one mile north of the intersection of
Okeechobee Boulevard and Jog Road. Apoxee is a Miccoskuee word for “Beyond Tomorrow.”
Metal-ka-oska: This Seminole name for Lake Osborne translates to “thank you for the shining spirit fresh water lake that is
there.” Lake Osborne, once larger than it is today, was named for a pioneer family. Before 1925 the spelling of Osborn was
without an “e” however someone added an “e” to the name in 1925.
Plumosus City: This small town incorporated in 1929 along Center Street in Jupiter and was named for the Asparagus
Plumosus (Asparagus fern) that was grown in ferneries in the area. The town was founded by disgruntled Jupiter residents
because of high city taxes and a “speed trap.” Plumosus City encompassed the area of Center Street north to the Loxahatchee
River and real estate property west of Delaware Boulevard and a sizable portion of Pennock Point. In 1959 the State
Legislature abolished Plumosus City. What was once this small town of over 37 inhabitants now lies within the Jupiter city
limits.

The Tustenegee

24

Hidden Treasures
Poet Laureate: George Graham Currie (1867-1926)
A man of many talents and one of the great promoters of West Palm Beach and Palm
Beach County was George Graham Currie. Born in Quebec, Canada, Currie was a
traveler, lawyer, developer, newspaper reporter, and author. After traveling as a youth,
Currie moved to New York and became a correspondent to cover the insurrection
taking place in Cuba in the mid-1890s. While en route to Cuba, Currie stopped in
Florida while trying to find transportation to Cuba, and ended up in West Palm Beach.
Currie stayed, studied law, and was admitted to the Florida Bar, practicing law in West
Palm Beach from1897-1925. As a real estate agent, he developed subdivisions in West
Palm Beach and in Palm Beach County. To promote one of his subdivisions, Currie
brought the first airplane to West Palm Beach in 1911. Currie also wrote poetry and
published several books of his poems. According to The National Cyclopaedia of
American Biography (1926), Currie was know as the “poet laureate of Florida.”
George G. Currie. Courtesy HSPBC.

Hotel Royal Poinciana
by George G. Currie
George Graham Currie. Sonnets and Love Songs. Jacksonville: The Drew Press, 1911.

Royal Poinciana! Hostelry complete!
Monarch of Inns and chief of all resorts!
Within thy walls, about thy beauteous courts,
Meander guests from many a far retreat.

But these are merely items in the bill,
Relieved by backgrounds in some palm tree grove,
Where golfers gather, or where nimrods rove,
And catch complainings of the whippoorwill.

Luxurious ease upon the grandest scale
Presents itself to all who woo thy bliss;
Music and wine and mayhap Siren’s kiss
Conspire to hold then in thy pleasant pale.

Thy ball room floor, where happy couples meet,
With grace and chivalry revives he eyes;
Thy vast rotunda while “The Season” vies,
The world concedes is “Fashion’s very seat.”

Strength, beauty, wisdom, coronets and power,
Are all attracted by thy multi charms;
And in their freedom from outside alarms
Inside thy gates would stretch each honeyed hour.

Royal Poinciana! Millionaires’ delight!
Goal of the tourist! Antipodes of care!
Where is there Inn that can with thee compare?
Where is resort where time makes quicker flight?

Diamonds and sparkling eyes in conflict rare,
Venus disdainful though Adonis pleads,
Statesmen and magnates in unstudied deeds,
Might well entice the most fastidious stare.

A postcard of the Hotel Royal Poinciana, 1905. Courtesy HSPBC.
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Exhibits and Events
Exhibits
Feather War: Surviving Fashion 1870-1920
20 November 2010 – 30 June 2011
“Feather Wars” will examine the extraordinary period of South
Florida history in which a worldwide trend in women’s hats
created a rush to riches for ordinary people, and near devastation
for a population of splendid birds who inhabited the tropical
wilderness. For approximately forty years, the birds were
pursued to near extinction, and the phenomenon inspired some of
the earliest and most critical legislation in the area of
environmental protection.
Visitors to the exhibition will be immersed in the plume-hunting
chapter of Palm Beach County’s history. From a visual voyage to
the everglades habitat, to the perspective of local pioneers-turnedplume hunters, and ultimately a thorough understanding of the
scale of the industry and the impact it had upon the founding
years of the County, visitors’ understanding and perspective of
early life in the county will be changed forever.
This exhibit is generously funded by FPL and the Audrey and
Martin Gruss Foundation.

Lectures
How to Compose and Publish Your Autobiography, Liz Coursen
Wednesday, January 26, 2011, 7:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall, Episcopal Church Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach. Free.
Liz Coursen is the author of Brunswick and Bowdoin College (Arcadia Press, 2009), and The Complete Biography Workbook
(FirstPersonPublications.com, 2010). “Self-publishing has gone from déclassé to (almost) de rigueur,” she says. “According to
Publishers Weekly, there were over 764,000 self-published titles in 2009.” She believes that having had her first book published
“traditionally” enables her to compare and contrast the traditional vs. self-published experience.

The Everglades, Birds, and the Plume Hunting Period, Dr. Tom Van Lent and Ornithologist John Ogden
Thursday, February 24, 2011, 7:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall, Episcopal Church Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach. Free.
Dr. Van Lent, senior scientist with the Everglades Foundation will lead the audience through the history and development of the
Everglades and Mr. Ogden will discuss the birds of the Everglades and the plume hunting phenomena which nearly wiped out the
wading in south Florida in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

A Celebration of Women’s History Month: Sally Matson presents Susan B. Anthony-The Invincible
Thursday, March 10, 2011, 7:00 p.m., Helen K. Persson Recital Hall in Vera Lea Rinker Hall, Palm Beach Atlantic University, 326
Acacia Rd., West Palm Beach. Members: $7, Non-members: $9.
Sally Matson presents a living history dramatic presentation of Susan B. Anthony a prominent women’s right activist and suffragist in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. She was also active in reforming women’s property rights and the wage gap. She became for
foremost representative of women’s suffrage, which was granted by the 19 th Amendment 14 years after her death.

Birds of South Florida, Nature Photographer Claudine Laabs
Wednesday, April 6, 2011, 7:00 p.m. at the Community Foundation for Palm Beach and Martin Counties, 700 South Dixie Highway,
West Palm Beach. Free.
Noted photographer Claudine Laabs will give a presentation about the birds of south Florida in association with the Historical Society’s
special exhibit “Feather Wars.” This visual adventure takes the audience on a tour of south Florida to the birding sites without getting
your feet wet or mosquito bites. It begins at Pelican Island, the country's first national wildlife refuge established by President Theodore
Roosevelt, and continues through the Everglades to the Florida Keys.
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Continued from page 5

Her oral history will be an invaluable source for current
and future researchers about life in Palm Beach County
from the 1920s through the first decade of the twentyfirst century.
We have also updated our PastPerfect Museum
Software, our museum collection database. This will
enable us to purchase the module that we will use to
upload collection records to the web. Watch this space
for further developments!
Debi Murray is a native of Palm Beach County,
Florida, and has been Director of Research & Archives
at the Historical Society of Palm Beach County since
1999. In 2010, Murray became Chief Curator.

She attended Florida Atlantic University where
she graduated magna cum laude and eventually
received her Master of Arts in history. Murray was the
point person for the Historical Society’s most recent
project, the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach
County History Museum. She is co-author of Palm
Beach (Arcadia Publishing, 2009); co-author of Palm
Beach County at 100: Our History; Our Home (The
Palm Beach Post, 2009); and executive producer and
co-writer of the Historical Society’s one-hour
documentary “Puddle Jumpers of Lantana: The History
of the Civil Air Patrol’s Coastal Patrol 3” (2007).
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wit and kind of heart. My grandmother always had a
gentle smile and a kind word for everyone. I do not
believe I ever saw her frown.”
William H. Sanders died in St. Joseph, Missouri, on
September 18, 1967. It was both Will’s and Hattie’s
wishes that their ashes be scattered along the Suwannee
River. And so they were. Both Will and Hattie Gale
Sanders now remain forever a part of their beloved and
cherished Florida home.
References:
A Centennial History of the Founding of the Dade
County Public Schools, by Asterie Baker Provenzo and
Eugene F. Provenzo, Jr.

Gale-Sanders Geneology, copies from John Elbridge
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County, and The Palm Beach Post (2007).
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The pioneer hotels are, for the most part, forgotten
and overshadowed by the memory of the Royal
Poinciana Hotel and by Flagler’s other hotel, The
Breakers, which is still operating. The first hotels may
not have been as grand and magnificent as their larger
counterparts built by Flagler but the rustic
environment, mild climate, and the great hospitality of
the owner-operators appealed to many northern
visitors. The early hotels were the beginning of
tourism and the service industry in a semi-tropical
jungle that was soon transformed into a world-class
resort.
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NOW AVAILABLE!

Palm Beach County at 100: Our History, Our Home
It is the newest book about the history of Palm Beach
County. Co-authored by The Palm Beach Post and the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
The book it available at the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm
Beach County History Museum Gift Shop for $45.00 +
tax. Members receive a 10% discount. The book can also
be purchased online at www.historicalsocietypbc.org.
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March is Archaeology Month!
Come to the South Florida Archaeology and Anthropology Fest!
There will be lectures, arts and crafts, and more archaeology talk
than you can shake a stick at!
Saturday, March 26, 2011
South Florida Science Museum
4801 Dreher Trail N.
West Palm Beach, FL 33405
For more information: 561-215-7909
Sponsored by:
South Florida Science Museum
Palm Beach County Archaeological Society
Florida Public Archaeology Network
Historical Society of Palm Beach County

Visit:
www.palmbeachcountyarchaeologicalsociety.org
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To learn more about Palm Beach County history,
please visit the Johnson History Museum
and the following organizations:

The Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens.
Courtesy Richard A. Marconi.

Boca Raton Historical Society and Museum
Old Town Hall
71 North Federal Highway
Boca Raton, FL 33432
Phone: (561) 395-6766
Fax: (561) 395-4049
Website: www.bocahistory.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The Henry Morrison Flagler Museum
One Whitehall Way
P.O. Box 969
Palm Beach, FL 33480
Phone: (561) 655-2833
Fax (561) 655-2826
Website: www.flaglermuseum.us
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Spady Cultural Heritage Museum
170 NW 5th Ave
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 279-8883
Website: www.spadymuseum.com
Hours Monday-Friday, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse and Museum
500 Captain Armour’s Way
Jupiter, FL 33469
Phone: (561) 747-8380
Website: www.jupiterlighthouse.org
Hours: Tuesday – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.,
last lighthouse tour leaves at 4pm

The Morikami Museum & Japanese Gardens
4000 Morikami Park Road
Delray Beach, FL 33446
Phone: (561) 495-0233
Website: www.morikami.org
Hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Delray Beach Historical Society
3 NE 1st Street
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 243-2577
Fax: (561) 243-6884
Website: www.db-hs.org

Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach
311 Peruvian Avenue
Palm Beach, Florida 33480
Phone: (561) 832-0731
Fax: (561) 832-7174
Website: www.palmbeachpreservation.org
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Lawrence E. Will Museum
Located in the Belle Glade Branch Library
530 South Main Street
Belle Glade, FL 33430
Phone: (561) 996-3453
Website: www.pbclibrary.org/lew.htm
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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From the Museum Gift Shop
Over 100 Books about the history of Palm Beach County can be
found at the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History
Museum Gift Shop. Here are a few books that are available:
Deborah Pollack‟s book not
only rediscovers Florida‟s
most important nineteenthcentury woman artist and
one of its greatest
publicists, it also explores
the challenges of women
artists who lived in
Woodward‟s era. It
thoroughly discusses the
early history of Palm
Beach, and myths about the great Henry Morrison
Flagler are refuted. As Palm Beach County celebrates
its 100th anniversary, it is highly appropriate to
acknowledge the woman who precipitated its
development.

During the prohibition era, the Royal
Poinciana Hotel in Palm Beach
featured a secret hallway that led to
a clandestine speakeasy called
“Hypocrite‟s Row.” Indeed, few
eras in few places were as exciting,
outrageous, and tragic as the
period between World War I and
the hammer fall of the Great
Depression. From rumrunners
to pirates, mobsters to moguls,
Palm Beach County has hosted its fair share of
questionable characters over the decades. Meet the
faces and places that have shaped Palm Beach County
and the Treasure Coast with renowned local author
Eliot Kleinberg, who draws on his „Post Time‟ column
in The Palm Beach Post to offer this unique glimpse
into the extraordinary history of Palm Beach.

Laura Woodward (1834-1926), came to Florida in the
1880s and from 1889-1896 became one of the most
extensively traveled artists in the state. She braved the
alligator, panther and bear-infused jungles to depict
Florida‟s natural beauty in colorful watercolors and
oils. Woodward was the pioneer artist of Palm Beach,
one of the first professional women artists to paint in
the Everglades and Miami, and the inspiration to Henry
Morrison Flagler in his development of the most
magnificent resort in the world. Brought up in the
Victorian tradition of modesty, she remained publicly
silent about her accomplishments and it is only now
that the breadth of her importance is finally known.

To purchase these or other history
books, please visit the Museum or
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
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November 20, 2010 – June 30, 2011

The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
300 North Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561-832-4164
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
Tuesday – Saturday
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Admission: FREE

The Tustenegee
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Test Your Memory

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County needs help identifying where the
Cosman Building (pictured above) was located. Can you help? If you have any
information that will identify this photograph, please contact Debi Murray, Chief
Curator, at 561-832-4164 ext. 105 or email: dmurray@historicalsocietypbc.org.
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Membership Development
Yes! I want to become a member of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
Board of Benefactors – $2,500 & above
The success of any organization rests with strong
leadership commitments to its mission. Benefactors will be provided with
special events that expand their understanding and appreciation of
historically significant individuals and events. In addition, members are
listed on the Society’s letterhead.
Pioneer Circle – $1,000
Recognizing the challenges of our forefathers, serve as a Pioneer in the
Society’s continued growth and impact on the County. Pioneer benefits
include complimentary tickets to the annual Evening on Antique Row.
Flagler Circle – $500
Henry Flagler was a visionary – you can be one, too, by supporting the
Society at this important level. Lectures, special events and a distinguished
publication by a noted local author mark this forward-thinking category.
Mizner Circle – $250
Addison Mizner changed the face of Palm Beach County
and you can, too, with support of the Society. At this level you will also
receive a print of a historic photograph from the Society’s Archive.
Barefoot Mailman – $125
Imagine trekking from Jupiter to Miami– continue the
journey through your membership and learn more about
our area through your complimentary subscription to South Florida History
Magazine, lectures and special events.
Family/Dual – $75
Learn how our county was shaped, and meet others
through a variety of events and the Annual Meeting, with one other family
member.
Individual – $50
Your support of the Society allows you to meet others who share your
interest in history, including an invitation to our Annual Meeting.
Educator Membership – $30
Become part of a community of educators dedicated to making Palm Beach
County history accessible and making the most of the Museum as a
learning tool. Free research sessions in the archives and notifications of
events including invitations to special events and workshops created for
teachers and education professionals. Education professionals must show
proper accreditation to qualify. Please call for further information.
Young Friends (YF)
Young Friends Deluxe Family/Duel – $250
Young Friends Deluxe Individual – $125
Includes all benefits of Basic Membership including complimentary
admission for two people at the Family/Dual level and one person at the
Individual level to the Evening on Antique Row and exclusive After-Party
and reduced admission to all Young Friends events held through-out the
year. Includes membership in the Evening on Antique Row Host Committee
and the opportunity to join other Young Friends planning committees.
Young Friends Basic Family/Duel – $75
Young Friends Basic Individual – $50
Includes all benefits of basic membership plus invitations to Young Friends
events held throughout the year (events priced separately).
Young Friends Host Committee Add-on Individual – $100
Upgrade your Historical Society membership to receive complimentary
admission for one to the Evening on Antique Row and exclusive After-Party
and reduced admission to all Young Friends events held throughout the
year. Host Committee can be added to any level of membership, or
purchased separately.

Name

Address

Apt #

City

State

Daytime Phone

Zip

Evening Phone

Email
Board of Benefactors $2,500 Individual, $5,000 per couple
Pioneer Circle $1,000

YF Deluxe Family/Duel $250

Flagler Circle $500

YF Deluxe Individual $125

Mizner Circle $250

YF Basic Family/Duel $75

Barefoot Mailman $125

YF Individual $50

Family/Dual $75

YF Host Committee $100
Add-on Individual

Individual $50
Educator $30

Become a
member today!

Enclosed is my check in the amount of ____________
payable to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Or, please charge my: Visa

MasterCard

AMEX

Card #________________________________________
Exp. Date ___/___/___
Name (as it appears on card):
______________________________________________________
Complete, cut out, and return to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Member Services
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364

For Special Interest Memberships, please contact the Historical Society at 561-832-4164.

Have some free time? Then volunteer at the
Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
Are you up for the challenge?
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is looking for good people to volunteer as:
Docents: Acting as guides for groups and individual guests;
Training 15 classes; Commitment: once a week for four hours,
Tuesday – Saturday, mornings or afternoons
Gift Shop Assistant: Comfortable with selling, handling money,
and credit cards; Training 2 sessions; Commitment: once a
week for four hours Tuesday – Saturday, mornings or
afternoons.
Archival/Collections Assistant: Handling artifacts and
documents, cataloguing, assisting researchers; Training time is
determined by the Chief Curator or Curator of Collections and
Exhibits; Commitment: preferably once a week for four hours,
Tuesday – Saturday.

Contact Coordinator of Volunteers at 561-832-4164 ext. 110

Learn more about the history of Palm Beach County in the comfort of your
home, while you travel, at school, or from anywhere else.
Visit www.pbchistory.org. Our past is just a computer away!
A brand new web site by the Historical Society of Palm Beach County
The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
300 N. Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: 561-832-4164
To learn more visit www.historicalsocietypbc.org
Funding for Palm Beach County History Online Web Site has been provided by:

Marshall E. Rinker, Sr. Foundation, Inc.
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Plume hunters killed adult birds to supply feathers to the
millinery industry for women’s hats during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. But the next generation of birds also died.
Un-hatched eggs and the young were left to predators or to
starve to death. Thus, two generations of birds were lost.

To learn more about the plume hunting phenomena, visit
Feather Wars: Surviving Fashion 1870-1920 at the Richard and
Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum.

Feather Wars November 20, 2010 through June 30, 2011

