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From the Editors

Dear Reader,

The Tustenegee

This issue is dedicated to Delray Beach’s Centennial
celebration in October 2011. Inside, you will find a
timeline of Delray Beach, an article about one of the
early pioneer families to the area, the Sterlings, and an
article about the incorporation of the town. Read a
poem by the ―poet laureate of Florida,‖ George Graham
Currie, about Delray Beach (see page 23). Other
interesting information about Delray can be found on
page 22.
In a future issue, look for articles about World War II in
Palm Beach County. Between 1941-1945, the military
had a large presence here from two Army Air Force
airfields, a Coast Guard station, a secret naval radio
listening station, an Army hospital, a Coast Guard
SPARs training facility, and more.
As always, we would like to thank our readers for their
enthusiasm and interest about The Tustenegee. We
hope you enjoy this issue of The Tustenegee, and we
welcome your comments and article submissions.
Sincerely,

Editor-in-Chief
Debi Murray
Editor
Richard A. Marconi
Graphics and Layout
Richard A. Marconi
The Tustenegee is a journal about Palm Beach County
history and is published online twice a year by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to stimulate
public appreciation for the rich history and cultural
heritage of Palm Beach County.
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
300 North Dixie Highway
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: (561) 832-4164
Fax: (561) 832-7965
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
www.pbchistory.org
Mailing Address:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364
The contents of The Tustenegee are copyrighted by the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County. All rights
are reserved. Reprint of material is encouraged,
however; written permission from the Historical
Society is required. The Historical Society disclaims
any responsibility for errors in factual material or
statements of opinion expressed by contributors. The
contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of the editors, board, or staff of the
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

The Editors of The Tustenegee

Inquiries and Contributions
Write to:

Article submission:

Editor, The Tustenegee
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364

Please submit articles in Microsoft Word
format to the following email: rmarconi@historicalsocietypbc.org, with
author’s full name, email, mailing address, and phone number, and if
applicable, organization. Once the article has been reviewed, the author will
be notified via email whether or not it has been accepted for publication.
Additional instructions will be sent about images, author biography, and
photograph. The Historical Society of Palm Beach County reserves the right
to edit all articles. The editors follow the Chicago Manual of Style for
writing. Authors submitting articles do so with the understanding that they
will not receive compensation.
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This issue of The Tustenegee is
generously sponsored by PNC Wealth
Management.

From the Archives

This summer we have been continuing our on-going
project of cataloguing the archival collections, but we
have also been using some of those collections for our
next temporary exhibit. Entitled ―Paradise in Peril:
World War II in Palm Beach County,‖ it will show
how this area mobilized for war. Fortunately, many
people saved memorabilia from that period of time and
donated the material to the Historical Society over the
years. But in some areas, the archives were lacking.
For instance, we knew that Morrison Field, the
county’s airport, was leased to the government for an
Army Air Base, but we had very few images and not a
lot of detail about what occurred at the base. We were
able to remedy that problem.
Tony Marconi, our education curator and defacto
military expert, found a treasure trove of material
available at the Air Force Historical Research Agency
at Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery, Alabama.
Since Research Agency is two months behind in
fulfilling research requests, we decided that it was
imperative that we make a trip there. So, Tony flew up
and spent three days making copies and scanning
images from the now declassified files about Morrison
Field and Boca Raton Army Air Field. What he
brought back will serve as an invaluable resource for
many different projects, especially our next exhibit.
Camp Higgins, on the other hand, is a topic about
which we haven’t been quite as successful in finding
materials. From newspaper articles and a memoir in
our archives, we know that it was an Army base at the
Lake Worth Inlet on the Palm Beach side. There were
at least four 75mm cannons and light tanks at the camp.
The ladies of Palm Beach raised funds during 1942 for
a recreation hall to be built that was finished in time for
Christmas even though the men were still living in
tents. From the Morrison Field materials we just got
from Maxwell Air Force Base, we know the building
was not being used in late 1943 and it was moved to
Morrison Field for use by the new outfit of War Dogs
at the base. We also know that men and tanks
participated in parades in November 1943 on Worth
Avenue and Clematis Street. There the trail goes cold.
Without a photograph or even a memento, it won’t be
possible to include this unknown story in the
exhibit.
Far too often those of us in the museum business
hear great stories that deserve to be shared, but without
photographs or artifacts to help illustrate the facts, they
remain anecdotes.

Debi Murray is a native of
Palm Beach County, Florida. She
has been with the Historical
Society since 1999 and is the
Chief Curator.
She attended
Florida Atlantic University where
she graduated magna cum laude
and eventually received her
Master of Arts in history.
Murray was
was the point person for the Historical Society’s
most recent project, the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm
Beach County History Museum. She is co-author of
Palm Beach (Arcadia Publishing, 2009); co-author of
Palm Beach County at 100: Our History; Our Home (The
Palm Beach Post, 2009); and executive producer and cowriter of the Historical Society’s one-hour documentary
―Puddle Jumpers of Lantana: The History of the Civil Air
Patrol’s Coastal Patrol 3‖ (2007).

The Duke of Windsor visiting
Morrison Field.

Checking the message board.

A soldier at the Transportation
Branch Exchange. These
images are from the Morrison
Field files, Air Force
Historical Research Agency,
Maxwell AFB, AL.
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From the Collections

Steven Erdmann is Curator of Collections and
Exhibits. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
cultural anthropology and a Master of Arts in museum
studies. Mr. Erdmann has worked with museum
collections, both in the private and non-profit sectors,
for over twenty years.

Since last fall's issue of The
Tustenegee, nearly a hundred
collections
have
been
accessioned into the Society's
permanent collections. The
presence of the Richard and Pat
Johnson Palm Beach County
Museum in the 1916 Historic
Courthouse continues to inspire
members of our community to step forward with
important contributions for interpreting the County's
history.
Historical Society docent Diana Patrick made a
significant donation of material related to her uncle,
John M. Carves. Many of the items in this collection
will be used in the Society's upcoming temporary
exhibit, "Paradise in Peril: World War II in Palm
Beach County." Carves was killed in action on
December 20, 1943.
Included in the Carves collection are letters sent
home to his parents from the Asiatic Pacific Theater
of operations. One letter was written by General
Douglas MacArthur to Manuel Carves. Photographs
included in the collection help paint a picture of John
Carves' life.
A wooden plaque was presented to his parents on
June 17, 1955, and hung at an entrance to Palm Beach
Air Force Base (Morrison Field Airfield) until its
closing in 1962 when it was converted into Palm
Beach International Airport. A shadow box contains
Carves' Purple Heart and Silver Star.
The collection contains Carves' United States
Army Air Corps pilot wing pins, 2nd Lieutenant bar
pins, Army Air Corps and United States insignia pins.
A "mother's pin" topped by a silver eagle and
embossed with "In Service My Son" was also
included.
John Carves' United States Army Air Corps full
officer's uniform includes his olive drab standard
visor cap with a leather visor with gold buttons on
each side of the cap. His olive drab officer's dress
coat with gold buttons, cinch belt, United States Army
Air Corps patch on the right shoulder and khaki dress
pants will be used in the Society's temporary exhibit
when it opens in early December.
The Society thanks all of our donors of collections
material for helping us to bring Palm Beach County's
rich history to life.

The Tustenegee

John M. Carves plaque from
Morrison Army Airfield,
# 2011/023.050.

Shadowbox containing Carves'
Purple Heart and Silver Star,
#2011/023.043.

US Army Air Corps officer's
uniform #2011/023.051.
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The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
300 North Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561-832-4164
www.historicalsocietypbc.org
Tuesday – Saturday
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Admission: FREE
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Timeline of
Delray Beach

Timeline provided by the Delray Beach Historical Society

Top – bottom: Orange Grove House
of Refuge; William S. Linton; FEC
Railroad Station; Marker for the SS
Inchulva; Parade in Delray.

1876

Orange Grove House of Refuge built by U.S. Life-Saving Service in area
then known as the Orange Grove Haul-over; Hannibal D. Pierce is first keeper.

1885

Zion Post Office located at House of Refuge, an overnight stop for the
“Barefoot Mailman;” Captain Andrews and wife, Annie, were the 2nd and last
keepers of the House of Refuge (closed in 1895).

1894

About 14 African American families living in area petition Dade County School
Board for school; William S. Linton, US Congressman from Saginaw, Michigan,
and David Swinton visit area to purchase land from the Gleason family and others.

1895

Linton returns with small party of settlers to develop town named for himself.

1896

First train arrives on tracks built by Florida East Coast Railroad; Henry J. Sterling
and family arrive, and along with Alfred Russell, start first commissary, Seminole
Indians come to trade; Adolf Hofman family moves into new home near the
Intracoastal; African American families organize first church, Mt. Olive Baptist
Church; Settlers (of European descent) petition school board and build a school;
Plat map of the Town of Linton recorded in Dade County records.

1898

Linton’s mortgages are foreclosed; a few families remain; some purchase their
land for a second time from Linton’s creditors; U.S. Post Office, at request of
settlers, changes name of town to Delray.

1899

Free & Accepted Masonic Lodge 275 established by African American citizens.

1902

Chapman Inn built by Frank W. and Lucy LaSalle Chapman. Frank Chapman
appointed 1st post master.

1903

British Freighter, SS Inchulva, sinks off Delray in hurricane with loss of nine men.

1905

Japanese farmers from the nearby Yamato Colony begin to visit Delray and participate
in Delray civic events.

1908

Telephones become available, but hardly anyone has one.

1910

U.S. Census counts population of 904 in Delray.

1911

Town of Delray incorporates with John Shaw Sundy as Mayor; Bank of Delray
chartered with J.L. Troop as president; Bridge built over the East Coast Canal
(Intracoastal Waterway); St. Mathews Episcopal Church organized by Bahamian
settlers.

1912

Delray Progress, first newspaper, published by Mrs. J.M. Cromer and Mrs. T.A. Tasker.

1913

Larger combination elementary and high school built at school square.

1916

Enlarged and remodeled school completed in African American community
under the guidance of Principal Clarence Walker.

1920

U.S. Census counts 1,501 people in Delray.

1923

Area east of Intracoastal Waterway incorporated as Town of Delray Beach.

1923/24 Seacrest Hotel and Delray Theatre built.

The Tustenegee
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1926

New high school and gymnasium, designed by Delray’s first registered architect,
Sam Ogren Sr., completed; Destructive September hurricane damages town.

1927

City of Delray and Town of Delray Beach merge to form City of DELRAY BEACH.
Seaboard Train Station built; School principal S.D. Spady builds Mission Style
home in the “Sands” neighborhood.

1928

Destructive September hurricane damages town and surrounding area.

1930

Census counts population of 2,333.

1940

Census counts population of 3,737.

1940s

Naciremas (American spelled in reverse with s added) Club and Delray Voters
League founded by African American citizens.

1947

Destructive hurricane damages and floods the town.
Gladioli Festivals begin.

1949

LaFrance Hotel built by Charles & Francenia Patrick provided the only public
lodging for African Americans.

1950

Population 6,312.

1955

Delray Beach citizens of African descent organize civil rights campaigns.

1960

Population is 12,230.

1962

Peaceful demonstrations by African Americans attempting to use the beach and golf club.

1964

End of passenger service on FEC Railroad; DBHS founded.

1970

Population 19,915; Seacrest High School and George Washington Carver High School
merge to become Atlantic High School.

1974

Temple Emeth, the first Jewish Synagogue in Delray Beach, is founded by group of
new residents living at the Kings Point Development.

1980

Delray Beach population 34,325; Haitian emigration begins in earnest.

1980s

Old neighborhoods in decline; citizens commence renaissance .

1989

Cason Cottage Museum opens.

1990

Census of Delray Beach 47,748; Restorations at Old School Square and
surrounding Historic Arts District.

1993

Delray Beach wins All-America City Award.

1995

Delray Beach celebrates Centennial of Settlement. DBHS restores surviving
portion of F.E.C. Depot.

1996

Expanding & Preserving Our Cultural Heritage (EPOCH) is founded.

2000

Population of Delray Beach 60,020. Property values surge.

2001

City wins second All America City award; S. D. Spady Museum opens.

2004/5 Hurricanes Francis, Jeanne, and Wilma damage city.
2008

Hunt House restored. Becomes Ether Sterling Williams History Learning
Center.

2010

Delray Beach’s population is 60,522.

2011

Delray Beach celebrates its Centennial of Incorporation.
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Top – bottom: Bank of Delray; S.D.
Spady; Restored section of 1896 FEC
Railroad Station; S.D. Spady Cultural
Heritage Museum; Hunt House.
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Delray’s first ―Mall,‖ early 1900s. The
original Sterling home and commissary
(right) was expanded and improved,
eventually
morphing
into
the
settlement’s first hotel called ―Sterling
House.‖ Additional buildings housed a
barber shop, a dressmaker, and a
bakery. These were but a few of Henry
Sterling’s business ventures prior to
Delray incorporation. Courtesy Delray
Beach Historical Society.

The Tustenegee
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Delray Beach
A Sterling Century
by Robert W. Ganger

T

he City of Delray Beach will observe its first 100 years
of incorporation in November 2011. If history tells us
anything, old-timers and newcomers alike will celebrate
the event with due respect for past accomplishments and
optimism for a bright future.
There are countless heroes in the tale of how Delray
Beach came of age in the twentieth century. The Henry
Sterling family is representative of a cadre of risk-taking
homesteaders with the ―right stuff‖—true pioneers who
started with nothing and left a legacy of accomplishment
and prosperity. Henry Sterling, his wife, Mary Elizabeth,
and daughter, Ethel, were quiet community leaders for
almost 100 years. There are no monuments in the park
commemorating their lives, but that is what is to be
expected in an understated (but decidedly trendy) city that
still calls itself ―an historic village by the sea.‖
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The Last Frontier

Pioneer Life

The geography surrounding Delray Beach was a
tropical wilderness when the original settlers began to
arrive in the 1890s. Southeast Florida was truly
America’s Last Frontier. There were no natives living
on the land, as all of the indigenous tribal populations
had either succumbed to diseases brought to the New
World by European explorers or been victims of
wa r f ar e a nd s la ver y. T he D elr a y ar ea wa s
unremarkable, except for abundant water and narrow
bands of rich soil, and virtually uninhabited, except for
snakes, alligators, and mosquitoes. The only occupied
dwelling was the Orange Grove House of Refuge, a
rescue station on the beach built in 1876 as a haven for
shipwrecked mariners.
In 1894, a few folks
of African and
Bahamian descent,
some inter married
with nomadic
S e m i n o l e s ,
established a small
settlement roughly a
mile west of the ocean near the current center of Delray
Beach. They were soon followed by speculators from
Michigan, led by William Linton and David Swinton,
who arrived by launch on the newly opened East Coast
Canal. They liked what they saw and began to
accumulate land along the canal and plat the
beginnings of a rural farm town. They placed ads in
northern newspapers, promising the prospect of vast
fortunes for early settlers.
Henry Sterling read such an advertisement while
employed as a textile designer in Chester,
Pennsylvania, the colonial home of William Penn
located just south of Philadelphia. Henry (nicknamed
―Harry‖) was 29 years old and itching for adventure.
He had married Mary Elizabeth Tucker, the daughter of
a prominent Baltimore family; and their only child,
Ethel, who was almost five, was old enough to handle
uprooting.
Henry was well aware that some
industrious easterners had amassed fortunes by
building businesses on the coattails of railroad
expansion and population growth on the western
frontiers. Southeast Florida was one of the few places
left to replicate the ―Go West, Young Man‖ success
formula. The newspapers indicated that Henry Flagler
would soon extend his Florida East Coast Railway to
the Linton Settlement. In early 1896, Henry Sterling
quit his job and travelled to Linton to build a house and
establish a means of supporting his family.

Mary Elizabeth and Ethel Sterling arrived several
months later. Mary could not believe her eyes when
the railroad conductor announced that she had reached
Linton. There was nothing to see but a few tents, some
scruffy pine trees and lots of sand. When Henry
arrived at the tracks with a mule-drawn buckboard, she
was already in tears. Her spirits mellowed when the
family’s hand-built two-story house came into view.
Her husband’s self-reliance gave hope for better things
to come.
What happened over the next dozen years was truly
remarkable. Through sheer dint of effort, a handful of
hardy pioneers transformed Linton’s raw land into a
viable community,
r e a d y
f o r
incor poration by
the State of
Florida as a
s elf-gover ning
mu nicipality.
T h a n k s
t o
Flagler’s railroad
and East Coast Canal, the infrastructure was in place to
bring new settlers to the area. Thanks to Mother
Nature, ample muck land and water could support a
viable farming economy, and the nearby ocean offered
recreational and commercial fishing opportunities. But
without the likes of the Sterling family, Linton’s
roughshod settlement might have floundered. Henry
Sterling and his cohorts had a vision, a willingness to
take risks, and the determination to build a great
community. By all measures, they succeeded.

The Henry Sterling family is
representative of a cadre of risktaking homesteaders with the ―right
stuff‖—true pioneers.

The Tustenegee

Henry Sterling
Henry Sterling was the ultimate American
Entrepreneur. He converted his first house into a hotel,
to accommodate new settlers. He established a
commissary to supply dry goods to local pioneers and
trade with the Seminoles. He was a successful farmer
and shrewd investor who, at one time, owned much of
the available land near the core of Delray (the
unincorporated town was renamed in 1898). His
business interests included just about everything a
―start-up‖ town would need to create a viable
economy: retail establishments, banks, lumberyards, a
cannery and packing houses, and even a plant to
produce ice necessary to cool produce and seafood
heading north on Flagler’s railroad.
Not all of his business ideas came to fruition. At one
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and processing tomatoes and beans, two of the area’s
principal crops. By the time Delray was incorporated,
the area served by Sterling’s processing plants was the
epicenter of South Florida’s agricultural economy.

point, he contacted Thomas Edison about investing in
rubber plantations west of Delray to produce domestic
supplies of rubber for Henry Ford’s motor cars (Ford
was Edison’s next-door neighbor in Fort Myers). After
lengthy correspondence on the subject, the idea was
rejected, but not without careful consideration.
Sterling’s extraordinary business acumen and bold risktaking drew the attention of Henry Flagler, who
became a silent partner in ventures that would further
the success of Flagler’s railroad and hospitality
interests. In order to accelerate growth of the local
agricultural economy, Sterling built the largest canning
plant south of Baltimore along the Florida East Coast
tracks in Delray. The cannery’s operating expenses
were funded cooperatively by local farmers, using cash
that could otherwise be employed in crop expansion.
Sterling convinced Flagler to acquire the plant and
hired a family friend from Bridgeton, New Jersey,
named J. W. Acton to run the Delray operation during
the winter. Acton became a leading player in the
development of Delray, as he was an expert in growing
and

Mary Elizabeth Tucker Sterling
After an inauspicious arrival in the Linton Settlement,
Mary Sterling rolled up her sleeves and made things
happen. She was a founder and leader of the Ladies’
Improvement Association, a group of conscientious
pioneer women who took it upon themselves to help
create an orderly community. Most of these women
were used to northern amenities. Rather than complain
(too much) about the primitive conditions, the ladies
took it upon themselves to assure that Delray was a
respectable place to live and a welcoming destination
for northern visitors. They were instrumental in the
building of the first library, schools, rock roads,
sidewalks, and even the first town hall. Mary Elizabeth
Sterling also led a group of citizens to build

Christmas, 1896. Henry (left) and Mary Sterling (right) pose
with friends in their ―back yard.‖ Ethel, age 5, is spending her
first winter in the Linton Settlement. She would be active in the
family businesses in a few years. Courtesy Delray Beach
Historical Society.
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The Canning Plant, 1905. In less than a decade,
Delray pioneers established a flourishing agricultural
economy. Henry Sterling built packing houses for
crating fresh produce to be shipped to northern
markets. He also opened a state-of-the-art canning
plant to process excess pineapple and tomato crops.
When Delray’s pineapple markets succumbed to
competition from Cuba, the canning plant was
converted into a catsup factory. Courtesy Delray
Beach Historical Society.

the first beach pavilion in Delray which helped draw
visitors, a first step in transforming the community
from strict reliance on its agricultural economy. As the
tourist trade developed, the town became known as a
less hectic version of nearby Palm Beach.
By the time Delray was ready for incorporation, it
had developed to the point where it was seriously
considered as the county seat for the yet to be formed
Palm Beach County. No one was surprised when the
Sterling family offered to donate the land and build the
county courthouse near the center of Delray.

Avenue, built by her father during the Land Boom of
the 1920s. She was an accomplished musician from
early childhood. Thanks to her father’s relationship
with Henry Flagler, she and her mother were frequent
attendees at concerts at the Royal Poinciana and
Breakers hotels during season. She was so admired by
Flagler that he once presented her with a self-portrait.
Ethel remained active in Delray Beach (another
name change, in 1927) for the rest of her life. In 1964,
she co-founded the Delray Beach Historical Society
and served as its first president. She espoused many
social causes, including opposition to the Ku Klux
Klan and equal opportunity for all citizens. Her
husband, Dr. William C. Williams Jr. was instrumental
in the founding of the Bethesda Hospital in the 1950s,
the first healthcare facility in Palm Beach County that
was open to all patients, regardless of ethnicity or
ability to pay.

Ethel Sterling Williams
Inspired by her parents, Ethel Sterling participated in
every aspect of local life, including deep involvement
in the farming and family businesses. When her father
built the first canning factory, Ethel started delivering
loads of construction lumber by mule wagon when she
was only thirteen years old. When duty called
neighboring parents away from home, Ethel was the
most reliable babysitter in town. She attended primary
school in Delray but did not matriculate to high school
because travel to the nearest school, in West Palm
Beach, would have taken away time for chores. Taking
special courses, she was accepted at Wesleyan College
for Women in Macon, Georgia, where she graduated
with a degree in education. As a young adult, Ethel
became a very popular school teacher and later,
manager of the Casa Del Rey Hotel on Atlantic
Avenue,

The Tustenegee

At age 82 (1974), and still very active in Delray Beach,
Ethel Sterling Williams wrote: ―Don’t forget those
citizens, who, through courage and vision and in spite
of adversity and overwhelming odds, stood fast! God
grant that America keeps this same spirit.‖
Each generation stands on the shoulders of those
who came before. Whether it be a city, a state or a
country, we rely on the vision and strength of the
founders to establish strong roots. Delray Beach has
bee
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experienced ups and downs since settlement and
incorporation, but the ideals established by the likes of
the Sterling family have endured. It is ironic that Ethel
Sterling passed away in 1987 at age 95, just six years
before Delray Beach became nationally designated as
an ―All America City.‖
In 2007, the Delray Beach Historical Society
rescued a home first occupied in 1908 by Horace and
Rae Hunt, young newlyweds from Bridgeton, New
Jersey who were attracted to the area by J. W. Acton.
Ethel Sterling and Rae Hunt became close friends.
―Hunt House‖ was restored and became the Ethel
Sterling Williams History Learning Center in 2008. It
is a place to learn about ―those citizens…who stood
fast!‖
Ethel teaches school, 1909. Hardly older than some of her students, Ethel
Sterling (left) returned from college to become Delray’s most popular
teacher. Here she stands with her students. The schoolhouse is now the
site of Old School Square. Courtesy Delray Beach Historical Society.

Robert ―Bob‖ Ganger is a retired corporate executive
and business consultant. He is a current Vice Chair of
the Historical Society of Palm Beach County and
former President of the Delray Beach Historical
Society. Mr. Ganger serves as President of the Florida
Coalition for Preservation, a Delray-based non-profit
corporation.
Selected References
Information for this article was gathered from the
archives of the Delray Beach Historical Society,
Historical Society of Palm Beach County, The Tropical
Sun newspaper, and Mr. William Williams, great
grandson of Henry Sterling, and grandson of Ethel
Sterling Williams.

Hotel Casa Del Rey, under construction in 1926. After 30 years in
Delray, Henry Sterling was still building businesses. Ethel Sterling, now
35, was destined to manage this fancy hotel on Atlantic Avenue, when it
was badly damaged by the 1926 hurricane. Another hurricane in 1928
and the Depression led to foreclosure and the end of Sterling’s
hospitality ambitions. Courtesy Delray Beach Historical Society.
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A Slice of
Delray Beach
History
1900-1927
Incorporation and Its Heritage
by Dorothy Patterson

t the turn of the twentieth century, much of the East Coast of the
Acountry
had been settled. In many cases, coastal communities
were urbane and sophisticated. By comparison, South Florida was
still in its pioneer stage. The Linton settlement, founded in 1895,
had changed its name to ―Delray,‖ but in spite of being largely an
agricultural center, the beginnings of a fully formed community
existed. In 1905, local farmers formed a cooperative to build and
operate a canning plant to process seasonal crops, such as
pineapples and tomatoes. This was big news, and helped put
Delray on the map. The town’s first permanent physician,
J.R.(Roy) Cason, settled in Delray in 1905. Later in life, he
claimed that the reason he established his practice in town was
because the canning plant signaled that Delray had a solid future.

The Tustenegee
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“community leader John Shaw Sundy was dispatched to
West Palm Beach to carry Delray’s petition that the
permanent county seat be located in Delray.”

A political cartoon that appeared in the September 15, 1909, issue of The Tropical Sun showing John Sundy going to West Palm Beach to convince officials that the
county seat should be in Delray. Courtesy Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
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The Acton’s horse and buggy near the first
house built on the ocean at Delray is shown in
this photograph. Occupants are Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph W. Acton, Mrs. W.E. Bell, Mrs. Henry J.
Sterling and the (T. M.) McRae and Acton
children. This location was then and is now the
beach at the end of Atlantic Avenue. The beach
cottage is on the approximate site of the Marriott
Hotel. Courtesy Delray Beach Historical
Society.

The population of Delray was first counted in the
1910 U.S. Census. The total recorded population was
904. A high percentage of working residents listed
occupations related to farming or fishing. At least a
dozen small farms were owned by African Americans.
(The Tropical Sun newspaper remarked in 1908 that
―this number is expected to expand significantly.‖) A
group of 49 Bahamians and their families operated a
fishing camp on the beach. A slim majority (52%) of
the population was white; although many were native
Floridians or had come from nearby southern states, a
significant number had immigrated from the Midwest
and Northeast, with the state of Michigan topping the
list. Quite a few residents listed their nationality as first
or second generation German.
The town was tiny; the buildings were small, low
profile, and built in a rural vernacular manner. The
native landscape was comprised of vast expanses of
white sand, scrub pine, saw palmettos, cabbage palm
and sea grapes. Plenty of room still existed for growth,
and land could be bought inexpensively.

Another petition to incorporate Delray at the end of
that year again failed in an election vote held on
January 11, 1910. But local citizens, driven by the
determination of William Washington Blackmer
(known in town as ― W.W.‖), and as the leader behind
the incorporation movement from the beginning were
not discouraged. On September 4, 1911, a meeting
was held at the Ladies Improvement Association Hall
in the 400 block of East Atlantic Avenue to organize
the third vote for incorporation. Meeting minutes
(maintained in Delray Beach Historical Society
Archives) reveal a simple, methodical process of
gaining support for the first charter.
Twenty six registered voters attended the meeting.
W.W. Blackmer was appointed meeting Chairman.
Mr. Blackmer, a respected citizen, had lived in Delray
since 1895 when he first traveled to Linton with
William S. Linton, a U.S. Congressman from Saginaw,
Michigan, as part of a small party of settlers. After
William Linton returned to Michigan for good in 1897,
Blackmer and his wife Nellie proposed a new name for
the community based upon the Detroit suburb of Del
Rey, the northern home of several pioneers. Joseph W.
Acton, from New Jersey, was appointed Secretary.
Acton had been brought to town by Henry Sterling, a
prominent local businessman, to run the winter canning
plant.
The meeting closed with a motion to put the
decision on incorporation up for a popular vote.
Voting day was chosen for October 9, 1911, allowing
for the required 30 day advertised notice in ―Palm
Beach County‖ in a local West Palm Beach newspaper
with some circulation in Delray. Fifty-seven voters
were qualified to cast their ballots on decision day. A
two-thirds majority was required to approve
incorporation. A motion to vote was offered by John
A. Zeder. Mr. Blackmer appointed John Shaw Sundy
and John Zill as tellers. Fifty six votes were cast for
incorporation, with one blank or abstaining vote.
Following the affirmative vote, the fifty-seven
voters chose town officers. They elected John Sundy

Incorporation
In 1908 a petition to incorporate Delray failed to get
sufficient votes in a November election. Another
petition by Delray Beach citizens in 1909
recommended that Delray replace West Palm Beach as
the temporary county seat of the new Palm Beach
County. Local businessman Henry Sterling offered to
convert his commercial buildings on Atlantic Avenue
to offices for a county seat. The opportunity for Delray
to play a leading role in the new Palm Beach County
was apparent. With Henry Sterling’s moral and
financial support, community leader John Shaw Sundy
was dispatched to West Palm Beach to carry Delray’s
petition that the permanent county seat be located in
Delray. While the proposition never really had a
chance of succeeding, due notice was provided that
Delray wanted to play an important role in the future of
Palm Beach County.
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few people had telephone service, but the telephone
book was just a half- page long.
Churches and civic groups that had been formed
before incorporation recruited new members and took
on new tasks. The Ladies Improvement Association
focused on infrastructure, establishing the first library
and supporting a new school in 1913. In 1915, Albert
Miller became the first fire chief of a fledgling allvolunteer fire department. The equipment consisted of
a hose reel on wheels that volunteers pulled through the
streets and connected to the nearest well. In the same
year the first four graduates of Delray High School
earned their diplomas.
The permanent population continued to expand
slowly, about sixty people per year. From its very
beginnings, Linton/Delray gained and lost population
as settlers battled both the
elements and economic
conditions—intense heat,
occasional freezes,
irritating insects,
hurricanes, drought,
and volatile pricing
for key crops. The
hardy survived,
and quite a few
prospered. In
the early 1900s
Delray promoted
itself as the
agricultural capital
of South Florida

mayor with no opposition. Among eleven candidates
nominated, the voters selected five aldermen by
majority vote: Thomas M. McCrae, Dr. John R. Cason
Jr., J. W. Acton, John S. Wuepper, and Heliodore J.
Wackerman. George Green, an African American
from Florida’s panhandle, just missed making the cut.
The new clerk, W.W. Blackmer, was the only nominee
for that office. Joseph Walker defeated two opponents
for the job of Marshall (coincidentally James S.
Walker, a neighbor, but no relation we know of, and
C.C. Myers).
Dr. Cason offered a resolution that a seal for the
town be designed. He suggested a plain circle around
the words ―Town of Delray, Florida‖ and
―Incorporated A.D. 1911.‖ Articles of Incorporation
were recorded by the county before the end of the year.

1911-1915
During the years just before and after incorporation, the
first bridge across the canal—now known as the
Intracoastal Waterway—was constructed replacing a
hand-pulled lighter that was the only practical way to
get to the beach; a jail was built by new-comer Frank J.
Schrader in 1911, replacing the need for occasionally
using a boxcar to house miscreants; two young women,
Mrs. James M. Cromer and Mrs. T. Allen (Emma)
Tasker started a local newspaper, the Delray Progress;
and the Tenbrook family built a theater for silent films
called the Bijou. The first bank, the Bank of Delray,
opened in 1912. Electric lights and city water became
available with the help of the town’s first bond issue. A

Dr. John ―Roy‖ Cason about the time of incorporation. He practiced medicine at
Delray from 1905-1936. In 1919 Dr. Cason was elected Mayor of Delray. Courtesy
Delray Beach Historical Society.

The East Coast Canal at the Atlantic Avenue crossing in Delray circa 1910. The larger boat was identified as
―The Stranger,‖ a launch owned by J.W. Acton. Launches were a popular mode of transportation to West Palm
Beach since it took 24 hours for a round-trip by train. Fish-packers sometimes used the building. Courtesy Delray
Beach Historical Society.
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another quotation from Incomparable Delray Beach
the Farrars described the mood of the town during the
war in this way: ―The farmers found it difficult to
make a living during the war period with their sons
away. They had no help in the fields, and crops
suffered from lack of attention. Some of the men went
to Jacksonville and Charleston, South Carolina, to find
work in the shipyards. The people left behind missed
their loved ones, and a feeling of sadness and quiet
permeated the little town.‖

The 1920s Real Estate Boom
After World War I ended, life returned to normal. A
spirit of optimism revived, and in its own way, Delray
was caught up in ―Roaring 20s‖ enthusiasm.
Beginning in 1922, the town was gripped by the
Florida Real Estate Boom. Property values exploded.
Farm land was converted into larger and larger real
estate developments. Matt Gracey, a local realtor
whose uncle started a Delray real estate business in
1925, recalls that a real estate agent could be
recognized by his attire. Wearing golf knickers
became the trademark of a successful real estate agent,
and plenty of knickers were seen on Delray streets.
Store owners and residents alike improved their
properties. The downtown streetscape transformed
from bare-boned frame storefronts to a lovely resort
town filled with palm trees. The Atlantic Avenue view
east to the ocean rivaled any Palm Beach or French
Riviera promenade. Local brochures promoted Delray
as the ―Ocean City,‖ bragging that the Atlantic Ocean
was closer to the center of town than any town or city
in America.
Delray developers, such as Lyter H. Bradshaw (The
Kentucky House), E.H. Scott (Seacrest Hotel), and
Henry Sterling (Casa Del Rey) built new hotels on
Atlantic Avenue. The hotels were mainly constructed
in the Spanish style popular during the Boom, and
common in nearby Palm Beach and Boca Raton. A
star in new resort construction was Albert T. Repp’s
―Alterep,‖ now the Colony Hotel on Atlantic Avenue,
which opened March 1, 1926, just a few months before
the real estate bust began.
In 1923, development of the town of Gulf Stream
began on the coast just north of Delray. The prominent
Phipps family envisioned this planned community to
be a ―quieter version of Palm Beach.‖ The exclusive
Gulf Stream Golf Club was established in 1924,

John Shaw Sundy (at left) built this house in 1902. He served 6 terms
as Mayor of Delray between 1911 and 1927. The house is now the
Sundy House Restaurant, Historic Inn, and Taru (botanical) Gardens.
Courtesy Delray Beach Historical Society.

because of its large shipments of pineapples, tomatoes
and other produce. Local advertisements used the term,
―Banner Town of Palm Beach County.‖
During this era, the main source of non-farm
employment in Delray was the canning plant. The
area’s initial key commodity was pineapples. After the
Spanish-American War, Cuba supplanted South
Florida as the principal grower of pineapples for east
coast markets. Around 1915, the canning plant was
sold to the Snider Ketchup Company and converted
exclusively to tomato processing. A quotation from the
book Incomparable Delray Beach by Cecil and
Margoann Farrar state, ―Delray’s air, once sweet with
pineapple fragrance, became pungent with the smell of
tomatoes and spices. The factory was the town’s
center of activity, and when quitting time came for the
day, and workers poured out on to the street, it looked
like the whole town had spent the day making
ketchup.‖

World War I
As the settlement period came to a close, events
happening in Europe would affect the population of
Delray. In 1917 a group of young men enlisted together
in the Second Florida National Guard in West Palm
Beach. They were assigned to the Dixie Division at
Camp Wheeler in Macon, Georgia. The youngest
volunteer was seventeen-year-old Lonnie Cook,
patriarch of a family retail business that recently
celebrated its 75th Anniversary on Atlantic Avenue. In
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There are now over 800 hotel rooms, and more are
coming. Delray is a small city that still calls itself ―an
historic village-by-the-sea.‖ This distinction is apparent
in attitude, in architecture, and in lifestyle. One
wonders what the 56 citizens who voted for
incorporation in 1911 would think of their little town
today. We can reflect that experiences of settlement,
incorporation, adversity and success formed strong
community ties that shaped the city of today.

followed later by a massive polo fields complex that
became the Winter Polo Capital in the United States.
As the clubs, stables, and winter estates were being
built in the 1920s, it was estimated that 10% of
Delray’s skilled tradesmen and service workers were
employed in the development of Gulf Stream
properties.
Gulf Stream was incorporated in 1925. The halo
effect of the Gulf Stream development on the barrier
island accelerated residential growth along Delray’s
oceanfront. In the early 1920s, residents living by the
beach had incorporated land east of the Intracoastal as
―Delray Beach,‖ so they could borrow funds for capital
improvements at rates lower than warranted by
Delray’s shaky credit rating. The two communities
were joined and re-chartered as Delray Beach on
December 14, 1927.

Dorothy W. Patterson has worked at the Delray Beach
Historical Society for 21 years. She attended Emory
University and graduated from the University of
Florida and Florida Atlantic University. Ms. Patterson
co-wrote Postcard History~Delray Beach and The La
France Hotel. She has written magazine,
newspaper and newsletter articles about Delray Beach
for the past 25 years. In addition Patterson has created
over 40 local history exhibits during her employment
as archivist with the DBHS.

Centennial Perspective
October 9, 2011, marks the 100th year of incorporation
for Delray Beach. The census population is now over
60,000 residents. The farms have virtually disappeared.

References:
Files from the Archives of the Delray Beach Historical
Society.

The wagon parked on Atlantic Avenue is probably on its way to the nearby Florida East Coast Railway Depot. Thomas M. McRae
built his store in ca. 1902. Mrs. (Anna) McRae ran the general store and T.M. managed the pharmacy located in the one-story part at
left. The family lived upstairs. In 1916 Abraham Simon purchased this building, which was owned by the Simon family for 80
years. During the 1930s, Mr. Simon rented out the first floor to the owner of ―Bobs Famous Bar.‖ In later years Powers Lounge
operated at this site A new building and restaurants are presently in this location. Courtesy Delray Beach Historical Society.
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Did You Know…
House of Refuge No. 3
To provide shelter for shipwrecked seamen along
the desolate Florida east coast, the U.S. Life
Saving Services constructed five houses of refuge
on the Atlantic coast of Florida in 1876. The
House of Refuge No. 3, known locally as the
Orange Grove House of Refuge because of a
nearby old sour orange grove, was constructed on
the beach just north of present day Atlantic
Avenue and A1A. The first keeper (1876-1877)
of the refuge was Hannibal D. Pierce. His
daughter Lillie would be born in 1876 at the
house of refuge. Englishman Stephen N.
Andrews took over as the second and last keeper
(1877-1898). Andrews’ wife, Annie, served from
1888-1892 as post mistress of the Zion Post
Office located at the refuge. In 1898, after two decades as keeper Officie
of the Orange Grove House of Refuge, Andrews
left to be with his family at Lemon City to the south. The house was closed and in 1927 it burned to the ground. A
Florida State historical marker now stands in the area where the house once stood.
West Settlers Historic District
The following is a transcription of the Florida State historical
marker located at NW 4th Avenue and NW 2nd Street. A second
marker, with different text, is located at NW 5th Avenue,
approximately 50 feet north of the intersection of NW 5th Avenue
and Atlantic Avenue. The markers were dedicated in 2009.
The West Settlers community, established in 1894 as Delray Beach’s
first African-American community, was self-sufficient with
commercial buildings and churches serving it residents. Originally N
Blackmer Street, NW 5th Avenue was the hub of business and social
activities. The building at the northwest corner of NW 1st Street and
NW 5th Avenue was known as ―The Fountainette‖ and contained a
soda fountain, doctor’s offices, and a pharmacy. The pharmacy, run
by Dr. Simon Barnes, was the only one to serve the AfricanAmerican community. The former residence of Delray’s most prominent black educator and community leader, Solomon
D. Spady, is located at 170 NW 5th Avenue. The circa 1926 Mission Revival structure is now a museum primarily
dedicated to African-American history. One of the community’s earliest builders was William Robinson who developed
the property at 315-317 NW 1st Street for his wife, Essie, in 1902. The Robinson homestead, one of the first in the area to
have electricity, running water, and a telephone, was designated an official Red Cross hurricane shelter in the 1940s. In
1997, the community was locally designated the West Settlers Historic District.

The History behind the Name:
Lake Ida: William S. Linton named this lake after his wife Ida.
Linton Boulevard: Named after William S. Linton, founder of the city. Delray Beach was once named Linton but
was later renamed Delray Beach.
Pompey Park: Named in honor of C. Spencer Pompey, prominent African American educator, football coach, civil
rights activist, and former president of the local NAACP chapter, and co-founder of the Palm Beach County
Teachers Association.
Catherine Strong Splash Park: This park is named for Delray Beach’s first female mayor (1955). She also served
as council woman in 1955, 1956, and 1957 and was city clerk before running for city council.
Swinton Avenue: This major thoroughfare in downtown Delray Beach is named after David Swinton of Saginaw,
Michigan. Swinton came to Florida in 1895 with William Linton to purchase land that would become Delray Beach.
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Hidden Treasures
Poet Laureate: George Graham Currie (1867-1926)
A man of many talents and one of the great promoters of West Palm Beach and Palm
Beach County was George Graham Currie. Born in Quebec, Canada, Currie was a
traveler, lawyer, developer, newspaper reporter, and author. After traveling as a youth,
Currie moved to New York and became a correspondent to cover the insurrection
taking place in Cuba in the mid-1890s. While en route to Cuba, Currie stopped in
Florida while trying to find transportation to Cuba, and he ended up in West Palm
Beach. Currie stayed, studied law, and was admitted to the Florida Bar, practicing law
in West Palm Beach from 1897-1925. As a real estate agent, he developed subdivisions
in West Palm Beach and in Palm Beach County. To promote one of his subdivisions,
Currie brought the first airplane to West Palm Beach in 1911. Currie also wrote poetry
and published several books of his poems. According to The National Cyclopaedia of
American Biography (1926), Currie was know as the ―poet laureate of Florida.‖

Delray to Prosper In Spite of the Devil
by George G. Currie
George Graham Currie. Epitaphs, Epigrams and other Ephemera. Jacksonville: The Drew Press, 1912.
(An application of the art of poetry to the science of developing real estate. Delray is a Michigan colony located 18 miles
south of Palm Beach, Florida, and owing to its central location close to the Everglades, is rapidly forging ahead. It is the
author’s pleasure to own some Earth at Delray, and in developing the same, the following verse was an advertisement.)

The Devil came to see me one night in my dreams,
And addressed me with fire in his eye,
And asked me why I was frustrating his schemes,
And assured me his vengeance was nigh.

―Me make a town! Don’t fool yourself Nick,
―I’m simply the handmaid of Fate.‖
―Too true,‖ said the Devil, ―and that makes me sick,
―And is why I now threaten my hate.‖

With the utmost of meekness I told the old gent,
He surely had made some mistake;
I had no intent to do aught he’d resent
And I could not recall any ―break.‖

―So remember, though Hell cannot stop Delray’s growth
―Because it is bound to succeed.
―Unless you desist (and then followed an oath)
―I’ll get knockers to make you give heed.‖

Said he (and his words fairly sizzled with heat)
―You are helping to prosper my foe;
―You are building up places where I have no seat—
―And where I’m denied the least show.‖

―Then,‖ said I, ―If Delray is dead sure of success,
―I care not a straw for your threat:
―Let the knockers begin with their knocks and their din,
―I can stand it if they can you bet.‖

―Denied the least show! Where you have no seat!
―What mean you great Satan I pray?‖
―I mean,‖ and blue flames seemed to stream from
His feet, “You are making a town of Delray!”

With this parting thrust I awoke, and behold!
Old Nick had quite vanished away;
But he made good this threat, for his agents are yet
Knocking vainly Fast Growing Delray.
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Temporary Exhibit and Lecture Series
Temporary Exhibit
Paradise in Peril:
World War II in Palm Beach County
December 7, 2011 – August 18, 2012
Paradise in Peril will examine the military’s presence in Palm Beach County during World War II and
civilian activities towards the war effort. By mid July 1940, Palm Beach County Commissioners were in
negotiation with officials in Washington, DC to turn Morrison Field, the county’s airport, into a military
installation. Expansion on Morrison Field started in November, and in February 1941, the first troops
arrived. As the military’s presence continued to grow, citizens of Palm Beach County found work in
construction, agriculture, and service industries as local companies expanded to serve the military men and
their families.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the military expanded their facilities to include
Camp Higgins at the Lake Worth Inlet, Boca Raton Army Airfield, Ream General Hospital at The Breakers,
and the Coast Guard SPAR training center at the Biltmore Hotel. By the end of the war tens of thousands of
soldiers had passed through, trained, or recuperated from wounds in Palm Beach County. In western Palm
Beach County, German prisoners-of-war manned a canning factory because of a lack of manpower as the
local workers signed up for military duty.
Civilians also signed up to do what they could for the war effort. Men, women, and children served in
Coastal Patrol at towers built along the sea coast as well as on the dyke around Lake Okeechobee. Others
joined the American Red Cross and trained in first aid, volunteered with the motor corps, or at the various
service men’s clubs. Many served in the Civil Air Patrol, flying their planes along the coast to watch for
German submarines and later as radar
training targets. Everyone participated in scrap drives and the rationing of food and other materials.
Germ
Everyone did their part to ensure a successful end to World War II.

Lecture Series 2011-2012
Noblesse Oblige: The Duchess of Windsor as I Knew Her, author Richard René Silvin
Thursday, November 9, 2011, 3:00 p.m., Episcopal Church Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach. $10 members/$20 non-members, Barefoot
Mailman Membership Level and up: Free. The presentation will provide an overview of the Duke and Duchess’ life: Their formative years, the
story of the ―scandalous‖ royal romance, the December, 1936 abdication, the couple’s duties during World War II and their roles as King and
Queen of international society during the post-war years. Mr. Silvin will reveal little-known facts about the Duke’s death and funeral (1972) as
well as the Duchess’ lonely years leading up to the onset of her dementia. The presentation will conclude with a discreet description of the
Duchess’ last five years while she was confined to her bedroom at her estate in Paris and her 1986 funeral at Frogmore; the British Royal Family’s
cemetery. Reception and book signing following the lecture.
War in Paradise: World War II in Florida, Palm Beach Post reporter and author Eliot Kleinberg
Wednesday, January 18, 2012, 7:00 P.M. Episcopal Church Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach. $10 members/$20 non-members, Barefoot
Mailman Membership Level and up: Free. War in Paradise: From U-Boat sinkings off Florida's coast to German prisoner-of-war camps to
sprawling military bases to deadly accidents, hear how a war a world away became personal for Floridians, and how it forever changed a small
corner of America. Eliot Kleinberg will discuss Florida's role during World War II. Reception and book signing following the lecture. A selection
of Mr. Kleinberg’s books will be available for purchase at the lecture.
Henry Flagler’s Over-Sea Railroad, John Blades, Executive Director of the Flagler Museum
Wednesday, February 8, 2012, 7:00 p.m., Episcopal Church Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach. $10 members/$20 non-members, Barefoot
Mailman Membership Level and up: Free. Mr. Blades will discuss the the fascinating events that led to one of the greatest feats, the Over-Sea
Railroad. When the United States announced its intention to build the Panama Canal in 1905, Henry Flagler was the only person who had the right
and the wherewithal to build a railroad to Key West, the United States' closest deep-water port to the Canal, positioning himself not to only take
advantage of Cuban and Latin American trade, but to allow significant trade possibilities with California. But having the right and wherewithal to
build an over-sea railroad to Key West didn’t mean it could actually be done and many thought Flagler's plans were foolhardy. Seemingly
insurmountable obstacles confronted the construction of the Key West Extension of the Florida East Coast Railway. Reception following the
lecture.
In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal, author William G. Hyland, Jr., Esq. Thursday, March 15, 2012, 7:00 p.m.,
West Palm Beach Public Library, in partnership with the Friends of the West Palm Beach Public Library. $10 members/$20 non-members,
Barefoot Mailman Membership Level and up: Free. For over 200 years, Thomas Jefferson has been accused of a sexual relationship with one of
his slaves, Sally Hemings. According to DNA interpretive results conducted in 1998, it is now widely accepted that Jefferson fathered one or
more of Sally’s children. Are the accusations true? And if so, could they be proved in a court of law? The author offers an exhaustive examination
of this controversy, deftly synthesizing the massive scholarship on the Jefferson-Hemings subject into a swift, insightful account. Reception and
book signing following the lecture.
IBM and the Personal Computer, Dr. David Bradley. Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 7:00 p.m., West Palm Beach Public Library, in partnership with
the Friends of the West Palm Beach Public Library. $10 members/$20 non-members, Barefoot Mailman Membership Level and up: Free. The PC
is a ubiquitous feature in the modern home and office. It is a recent invention, dating back to 1975 when it was a kit that a hobbyist put together.
This talk traces the early history of personal computers, from the original founders of the industry through the IBM Personal Computer. Many of
the earliest participants were people you’ve never heard of, and the ones that you think you know probably have additional dimensions to their
personality that you didn’t know. Reception following the lecture.
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To learn more about Palm Beach County history,
please visit the Johnson History Museum
and the following organizations:

The Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens.
Courtesy Richard A. Marconi.

Boca Raton Historical Society and Museum
Old Town Hall
71 North Federal Highway
Boca Raton, FL 33432
Phone: (561) 395-6766
Fax: (561) 395-4049
Website: www.bocahistory.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The Henry Morrison Flagler Museum
One Whitehall Way
P.O. Box 969
Palm Beach, FL 33480
Phone: (561) 655-2833
Fax (561) 655-2826
Website: www.flaglermuseum.us
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Spady Cultural Heritage Museum
170 NW 5th Ave
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 279-8883
Website: www.spadymuseum.com
Hours Monday-Friday, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse and Museum
500 Captain Armour’s Way
Jupiter, FL 33469
Phone: (561) 747-8380
Website: www.jupiterlighthouse.org
Hours: Tuesday – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.,
last lighthouse tour leaves at 4pm

The Morikami Museum & Japanese Gardens
4000 Morikami Park Road
Delray Beach, FL 33446
Phone: (561) 495-0233
Website: www.morikami.org
Hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Delray Beach Historical Society
3 NE 1st Street
Delray Beach, FL 33444
Phone: (561) 243-2577
Fax: (561) 243-6884
Website: www.db-hs.org

Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach
311 Peruvian Avenue
Palm Beach, Florida 33480
Phone: (561) 832-0731
Fax: (561) 832-7174
Website: www.palmbeachpreservation.org
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Lawrence E. Will Museum
Located in the Belle Glade Branch Library
530 South Main Street
Belle Glade, FL 33430
Phone: (561) 996-3453
Website: www.pbclibrary.org/lew.htm
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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From the Museum Book Store
Over 100 Books about the history of Palm Beach County and
Florida can be found at the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach
County History Museum Book Store and Gift Shop. Here are a few
books that are available:
A Land Remembered by
Patrick D Smith is now
available at the book store in
both the student edition and
regular format. Smith tells a
fascinating story about the 3
generations of the MacIveys
in the Florida frontier. The
book takes you from 1858
with settlers in the raw
wilderness
wilderness through 1968
when Solomon McIvey
realizes his wealth is not worth the cost to the land
…all while detailing a rich Florida history
spotlighting animals, hurricanes, deserters and the
Florida Swamp.

Marjory Stoneman Douglas
brought our attention to the
Florida Everglades with her
beautifully
written
and
descriptive
book.
The
Everglades: River of Grass is
a must read for those who call
South Florida home and for
the visitor alike. Her passion
for saving the Everglades and
restoring it to its natural wonder is contagious.
You can find the Special Anniversary Edition on
our shelves today!

In time for our new exhibit comes an
unique book filled with extraordinary
stories collected from World War II.
Written by Palm Beach Post reporter Eliot
Kleinberg, War in Paradise is a touching
memoir about the people who served in
the war and called South Florida home.

To purchase these or other history
books, please visit the Museum or
www.historicalsocietypbc.org

The museum book store and gift shop also carries unique gifts and
trinkets for all ages! Stop in today and see what’s new!
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Over

years

Graphics
Printing
Mailing

5001 Georgia Avenue, West Palm Beach, Fl 33405
(561) 533-9000 • Fax: (561) 533-9066
eric_mdh@bellsouth.net

www.mdhprinting.com

Test Your Memory

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County needs to identify
where this pool scene was photographed. Can you help? If you have
any information that will identify this photograph, please contact
Debi Murray, Chief Curator, at 561-832-4164 ext. 105 or email:
dmurray@historicalsocietypbc.org.
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Membership Development
Yes! I want to become a member of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
Board of Benefactors – $2,500 & above
The success of any organization rests with strong
leadership commitments to its mission. Benefactors
will be provided with special events that expand their
understanding and appreciation of historically
significant individuals and events. In addition,
members are listed on the Society’s letterhead.

Name

Pioneer Circle – $1,000
Recognizing the challenges of our forefathers, serve
as a Pioneer in the Society’s continued growth and
impact on the County.

City

Flagler Circle – $500
Henry Flagler was a visionary – you can be one, too,
by supporting the Society at this important level.
Lectures, special events and a distinguished
publication by a noted local author mark this
forward-thinking category.
Mizner Circle – $250
Addison Mizner changed the face of Palm Beach
County and you can, too, with support of the Society.
At this level you will also receive a print of a historic
photograph from the Society’s Archive.
Barefoot Mailman – $125
Imagine trekking from Jupiter to Miami– continue
the journey through your membership and learn more
about our area through free lectures and special
events.
Family/Dual – $75
Learn how our county was shaped, and meet others
through a variety of events and the Annual Meeting,
with one other family member.
Individual – $50
Your support of the Society allows you to meet
others who share your interest in history, including
an invitation to our Annual Meeting. Enjoy a 10%
discount in the Museum Book Store and Gift Shop.
Educator Membership – $30
Become part of a community of educators dedicated
to making Palm Beach County history accessible and
making the most of the Museum as a learning tool.
Free research session in the archives and notifications
of events including invitations to special events and
workshops created for teachers and education
professionals. Education professionals must show
proper accreditation to qualify. Please call for further
information.

Address

Apt #

State

Daytime Phone

Zip

Evening Phone

Email
Board of Benefactors $2,500 Individual, $5,000 per couple
Pioneer Circle $1,000
Flagler Circle $500

Mizner Circle $250
Barefoot Mailman $125

Become a
member today!

Family/Dual $75
Individual $50
Educator $30

Enclosed is my check in the amount of ____________
payable to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Or, please charge my: Visa

MasterCard

AMEX

Card #________________________________________

Exp. Date ___/___/___
Name (as it appears on card):
______________________________________________________
Complete, cut out, and return to:
Historical Society of Palm Beach County
Member Services
PO Box 4364
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-4364

For Special Interest Memberships, please contact the Historical Society at 561-832-4164.

Have some free time? Then volunteer at the
Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
Are you up for the challenge?
The Historical Society of Palm Beach County is looking for good people to volunteer as:
Docents: Acting as guides for groups and individual guests.
Training: 15 classes; Commitment: once a week for four
hours, Tuesday through Saturday, mornings or afternoons
Gift Shop Assistant: Comfortable with selling, handling
money, and credit cards. Training: 2 sessions; Commitment:
once a week for four hours Tuesday through Saturday,
mornings or afternoons.

Archival/Collections Assistant: Handling artifacts and
documents, cataloguing, assisting researchers; Training time
is determined by the Chief Curator or Curator of Collections
and Exhibits; Commitment: preferably once a week for four
hours, Tuesday – Saturday.

Learn more about the history of Palm Beach County in the comfort of your
home, while you travel, at school, or from anywhere else.
Visit www.pbchistory.org. Our past is just a computer away!
A brand new web site by the Historical Society of Palm Beach County
The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum
300 N. Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: 561-832-4164
To learn more visit www.historicalsocietypbc.org
Funding for Palm Beach County History Online Web Site has been provided by:

Marshall E. Rinker, Sr. Foundation, Inc.
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The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum is
operated by the Historical Society of Palm Beach County.
For more information, please visit: www.historicalsocietypbc.org

